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AG 000,95 (18 Aug 45) JA 18 August 1945

SUBJECT: Report of War Crimes Branch on Atrocitics

TO: The Judge Advocate Ceneral
Washington 25, D. C.

IV, SUMMARY OF TH¥ TESTIMONY:

On 1 August 1942, Barta, Bogue, and idecDole arrived
at Puerto Princesa, Philippine Islande (pp. 3, 5, Ex. Bj p. 6,
Ex. C) and presumably, Balchus, Koblos, Neilsen Pacheco and
‘Smith arrived at the same time (par. 16, P. 2, Ex, A)
while Petry arrived sometime after 16 August 1943 (par. 25,
p. 4, Ex, A). All prisoners present were put to work on an
atrfield (pn. 2, 5, 8, Ex. B) in the scorching sun, with
tnadequate food, water, clothing and the simplest of tools
(po 6, "%. C)e On 9 or 11 August 1942, six men, viz Buddy
Henderson, USHC, Sidney Wright, USNC, Davies, USLC, Bobby
Hodges, USN, Elliot, USY and the sixth unlnown, atternted an
escape, whereupon all prisoners werc placed on one-third
rations for three days, enclosures reinforced, sentries
increased, and movements restricted, (Par, 27, P~ 4, Ex. A4
Ps 54 EX, B; ps 6, Ex. C).

Two prisoners sustained broken arms for nicking a
napaya from a tree within the compound, thc punishment
being inflicted by a cook named Nishitani (p. 6, Ex. C).
Staff Sergeant Nullin's arm was broken becausé he refused
to admit defeat and was forced to work with his arm in a
sling (pr 7, Bx. C),

Another escape on 29 August 1942 by Joe “aul Little,
USN, and Charlie Watkins, USN, resulted in a similar reduc-
tion of rations (p. 5, Ex, By p. 7, Ex, C). ' For possessing
a small nortion of corned beef and talking to a Filinino
six men, Jimmy Barna, USMC, Laidlaw, USN, Jack Taylor, vdic
Yoder, USN, Robert Brown, USMC, the sixth unknown, were tie
to a coconut tree in the center of the compound and were
beaten with a small wire whip and a pole 3" or 4" in diameter
until loss of consciousness, whereupon they were revived with
water and the torture continued. The six were then retwrned
to Manila (p, 7, Ex. C; p. 5, Ex. B). The prisoners md no
access to medicel luppiies. one or two men were beaten every
day and an appendectomy was performed on MeDole witheut
anaesthetie (». 5, Ex. B)Y,

In February, 1943, Sergeant Swift, US«C,-Robert Pryor,
M lc, Private Sloat, MC, U.S, Army and Hansen U.,S~ Army,
escaped during the n{ght and were missed the following
morning, but a search resulted in the caoture of Sloat and
Hansen, who were placed in a Kemnci (Jap 1ilitary Police)
dungeen. It was later learned that Pryor was decapitated in
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northern Palawan and his head placed on exkibition. (n. 7,
Fx. C), On 29 Junc 1943, °fc. Seldon 7. White, USIHC,
and %ilsen, SM, tomporarily escapcd but were recapturnd
on 4 July 1943, and gevorcly tcaten betore baing turned
over to the Japancse Wilitary Police, who »nut them cn a
truck which drove off, They Gid not » Lurn, and the
gilgninoi and Japancege stated that they were shot (nn. 7,
) "%, Clo»

One afternoon Charles Straet =as wissing from puster
and ten men were immediately lockted in the brig and subjiccted
to sevare boatings. Jack ¥Hard was beaten with a section ef
an iron nipe. Stroet had not tricd to ceeane hut had lost
his way bacl %o cann and when he returned the nrisoners
were rcleased from the brig and Strcet inearcorated and
beaten (n. 2, Ux. E),.

John ¥. Etanley, rnr no reason at all, was struck over
the head with a nick handle, cavsing a pneh threc inches
long (p. 3, ¥x. B), Men veroc required to work on the air-
strip during raids (p, 2, Ev. E).

In Scptember 1943 Jim Flynn, Beatswain 1 lc USE, was
aceidentally killcd by 1 landing dive bormber, and hc wae
denied a decent burial (n, 8, Fx. C).

A rule was imposed nroviding for the exacution of ton
oriso?ers for cach cnc that eseaped (po. 2, 8, Ex. By », 8,
x. €).

Following raids by 17 E=24's on 19 and 28 (ctober 1944,
the orisoriers were ordered to tuild aire-raid sholters
consisting of thrre trunches, five feet cdeen, four foet
wide, and of sufficient length to necomnodats 0 rmon, "There
wA s éo be an overhead covering with only enc sntrance but
due to Americnan officers' contirnual sugg stions, two entrances
were normitted, one at cach and, FBome men hud {nd*vidunl
fox-holre in the sm1ll enclosures surrovnded Ly douhle
barbed-wire strande two motevrs high ind elosoly interwoven.
(Paro, 30, "o 4, Exs Ay o, 1, 3, 9, Ex. B3 », &, ¥x, C).

The Sprc}al Company chelter wag noar thoe fence in the roar of
the compound, from which a nascagowsy led into the one for
"E' Gommany, atout one reter away. Tho third for the use of
MA" Comnany was near thy side fener of the compound (p. 3,
Bx. By ppe 10, 11, Ex, C}.

After epach ratd the Japs soemed to take the attitude that
the priesoners were the cause of the bowbines and troatment
beeame worse (par. 2% e &, Ex, A), The nurmber of nrisoners
varied from time to tlnu a3 now nrisonsrs arrived and replaca=-
ments were sont to lNanila. Howcver, on 14 Docembor 1944 there
sere 150 in prison (par. 29, v. 4, 7¥. 43 oD, 1, 3, Ix, B).
About 0200 14 Decerber 1944 two Jap o“fleccra informed the men
while in barracks that they wore going to work carly tho next
morning. S0, they began at dawn but werc ealled back nt noon,
which causcd the Americans to scnse somcihing stranpe. Thire
were two air raida during lunch and extra puirds were nlaced
around the compound. oDurins the carly afternoon ancthor air
raid warning was sounded and the men werc foreed into thelr
shelters (par. 29, po 4, Ex. A3 n. 1C, Ex, C) and required
to remain undur cover, the Jans sayineg that there vere hmundreds
of Ameriecan planes apnroaching (n. %, Ex. By vp, 2, 11, Fx. Cing
When everyone was sccurely below the eround, b atwaen 56 and 60
Jap soldiere, armed with 1ight rachinc-puna, rifles, and
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carrying buckets of gaselinc, attocked the unsuspecting,
defenseless nrisoners ir the first shelter whore thors

were approximately 40 of "A" Comrnny, They first throw

a 1ighted torch into the entrance and followed 1t with

1 bueket or two of gasoline (par. 29, p. 4, V¥, &3 n. 2,
Ex. B) which exploded, saetting averysne within on fir

(pps 5, 9, BEx. B; p, 1C, Ex. C). As screaming men ran

from the shcltar, they wera rmowed down by maeninc guns

and rifles (pv. 1, 6, 9, Bx, By p. 10, Fx. C) while others,
realizing they wore trapned, ran to the Jans and askcd to
be shot in the head, but the Janes laughingly wouvld shoct

or bayonet them in %h- stomach. When the ncn cricd ot

for ansther bullet to put them out of thoir misery the

Japs continucd to mnke merry ond left the mon to suffer,
twelve men being killed in this panner (mar. 31, n. 5,

Fx. A). Captain Sato, commander of the Jun garrison at

the eamp, walked over to C. C, Smith, £1ignal 2¢, USF, and
split his head open with his saber (nar. 29, p. 4, 5x. A).
The Jans stnrted shooting cverything in styht, ncked runs
into the forxholes and fired thuem, threw hand crenades,
while throughout Sato was laughing and shoutins, vrging

the men to greater effort (par, 29, n. 9, Ixa AJes aen

werc thrown inte holes while still alive and covered with
coconut husks (par. 31, v 9, "%« A)e Somu escancd through
a hole in their dugout, whilec 30 or AC others succeasfully
tore barchanded throuch barbed wire fences and ran to the
water's cdgc (par, 29, p. 4, “x. A3 p. 9, "x. By p. 1C,

Ex. C). Those vho 1t{amn*eé to swim the bay wure shot in
the water from the shore or from a bargc rovine jvst off
shore (par, 30, p. 4, £x, 4), Still others who eouszht
refuge in crevices wore hunted down and dynamited (pB+ 1y
9, Ex. B} p. 10, Fx. C). DPogus located Burta, Petry,
®acheco, und Martyn, and abeout 21C0 hours they swim the bay
to safety., For five days ard nighta, without food or wator
cxcept rain, Bogue tramped through the jungle unt4l reseuned
by Filinino nrisonaers at Iwahig “ena) Colony where he mot
WeDole. They were taken furthor couth to Aborlan where
Bartn joined ther, whereunon the throe nroceedod to Frooke's
Point and wera nicked up 21 January 19449 by g 7FY frem
Leyte (pn 10, b C)

Neilsen reachad the bLeach ~nd covericd hipself with
coconut husks for threo houvrs. He was discoverad but
feigned death and was left by the Japs and crawled into
a cove, finding 15 Americans, eight of whor wore sub-
sequently killed from a bharge, Vhen a groun of Jans
aonroachcd the cove Neilsen dived into the watrr, wne
struck in the leg, head, and ribs by bullcte, buvt nover-
+hilees kept on swirming ac the Jans continucd shooting,
was washed scaward by a stronz current, finally reached
the other side of the five-pile bay at 3:0C n.m, and
remained in a manerove swamp until noon the nuxt day whon
he moved into a cocenut rrove whare he was found by a
Filioino who 1le¢d him to Petry and "acheco, 2nd was latar
joined by Balehus (par. 31, ne 9, Px. A). The latter had
been hiding in the underbrush with Deal, wkile the Jans
werce firing at Neilscn. “hey moved along the beach and
picked up Williame and Danjcle. Bnlchue and Dwal separated
from the others when an arpumcnt aroeo a8 to the boet nlan
for an cscape, and decidcd to aporoach the ton of thaé
cliff, giving vp the idaa of swimming the bay g Deal hnd
a shoulder wound (par., 32, pe 5, “x. \). Fiv- Jans heard
them and started to invceetieatcy two of the Jans moved further
down the cliff but tho three othars came directly Lownrde the
two men. It wns quite dork at this timc ~nd the Japs were
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using torches. As one of ther camne within a few feet

of the twa men, Balchus kit him on the head witn a big plece of

coral and they then junred the other two. “hese Jans

were %i1lled tut reinforceronts sturted roving towardes the

vicinity of thke row. Ialcious and Leal roved a short

distance from each other and when soma Jang pot in

between them, Deal ran over the ciiff and Dalchus ran

down the beach, dived iZrty the watcr and swar the tav,

nearing gunfire haclk oun the teach he assumed that tre

Japg hac killed Naniels and "1lliare (nar. 32, n. %, ¥.A)
e Filininos had the fovr ran change to civilian

clothing and took them to Brocke's "oint, »icking vp

Swith at the gsouthern “enal Cclony and lcblog at Aborlan.

They stayed at Lrooke's “oint until £ JTarvary 194% whan

they were nicked un br the "“atalina" (sar. 13, ». €, 'x.4).

Barta with four others, Iincluding ’acheco, “etrv and
Rogue started to swir the bav between 2000 ard 210C. o
became vneonsciovs about half-way acrors and whan he
repained hie genfes he was {loating out of the mouth of the
bay but only sbecut 50 yards fror the shore which he
managed to reach about sunrice the next rornir». After
being irn the lunrle 10 days he reached the “hilinnine ‘rral
Colony from whizh he was taken te Aborian, whers “e mat
' cDole and Bapgue and all were then takern Lo Erooke's
Point (pp. 4, 5 10, Ex. ¥; pp. 10, 11, 12, ¥3. C);

Bogve, safter teing in the jungle five days und nights
was alego rescued by the Filipino orisoners at Iwahig ‘enal
Colony (pe 1G, x4 B).

clole saw c¢ily Jang torturing one Ameirican with
bayonets whern arother Jap joined the rrous with u tuelet
ard torch. While the Amerfican screannd to he shot, tie
Japs poured turnirg gasculine on one rant, tnen on thna
other until he nollapsed, whersunon they noured ragoline
over his body and ignited 14 (9. 6, Tx. B),

mclole staved with Hamricl, whconm he found on the
beach, until the latter died of rarerene on 18 Decembor
1644 }rom a bullet wound in the eorr,. Coverirg the bady,
MeDole swan the bay to Iwanig “enal Colony shortly after
dawn and irn the late afternoen ctarted out again tut
because of erhaustion had tc remadin on = figh 4ran all
night, from which he was rescuesd ty Iwahigz nprinoners
gathering their fish, and he, with Bopue, was sent to
Brooke's “oint on 7 Jarvary 1045, from whence the PEY
picked them uvn 21 Jaruary 1945 (un. 6, 7, "x, H3: p. 12,
Ex. C). uirtyn swam the bav but did not coniaci the
others (n. 13, .r. C),

That night the ¥olima "ai offisers, in company with
personnel from the rfeppel Tal and the Obayoshi Tat, held
a celebration to commemorate the incident (n. 2, 'x. W),

tcllowing the landing by A~er'can Forces nt ruerto
’rincesa, Palawar, on 2R Webruary 1918 a search of the “OW
enclosure was made and idantiftcation tags, certain =mersonal
iters, snd fraegmertarv recoras cencerning Anmerican nersonnel
were obtained (v. 1, 'x. D).

Betweer the 15 and 23 of warch 1947, scveniy-nim
individual s“elatons were turied bty the 3rd Platcon,
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£01st IM Co. (GR)s Twenty-six of these skeletons were
found piled four and five hireh 4in ens excavetion, Hullets
had pierced tne skulle end they had baen orvshaed with
blunt inatrmrents. Nine dupcai? vweru inspected and the
csuoporting nlinks were chaveaed nesre the openings indicating
a flash f'ize ot irtense ncat bvet of short Curatfon, re-
fermbling thie resvlts of a ragoline five.

The grzl)aesl runter of bodies wore found i{n the
largast dupovis wrnich vere clusest o the c114F and
furthiest unay Jvom the nriseon bildinecs. Yest of tne
bodies were hiaddled togetner av 4 oiwce Jurthast awav fron
the entra w.o where twenty uix Lodlies were toks oM one
hole whichh was net a Cuzsat. In two descets (cloreat o
the ¢lif”) bedies ware in orona positions, aru3 extonded
with smeil conical lnles 1n the finterting snhawing that
these men were trying to ¢ig their way to freodem (nn. 1,
2, ¥x. 2 of 8. D).
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AJERICG! LTERESTS - Jakail

Plewne roquest Swiss to trunmait verbetim to Jajenone
Coveinment following messepe:

QUOTEL: The brutul massecre on yocember 14, 1944 of one
hundred end fifty American priconers of wmi at Puorto Princess,
Palawan, Philippine Islands, by the personnel of the Opgawa Tai
Constiuctinn Corps has profoundly shocked the Governmant and
the people of the United States.

At noom of thut dey the prrisoners wio hal besn debeilad
to work on a neerty airlieid wera rocalleod to camp. Following
upon a series of air raid wlasiw swa Japanese puurds forced
the prisoners into air ruid shelters vithin 40 ceuap coupound.,
The shelters were tumnels sowma saventy={ive fest low,. oy
openmga‘et cuch erd. About two o'clock in the nufteroun
fifty to sixty Japunote guards avued with rifles ania macline
guns and carrying bucikoeis of gusoline mn¢ liph*ed torches,
gpprorched tiie shelters. They aoptled the ¢gasoline into the
oponings of the tunnels and hu.led tue blazing torches after
1t. Violeont explosions Tollowef., Thc victinmas, enveloped in
flames ané serewnirng in agony, swarmed fron the slielters anuly
to be mowed Gown by wuchine guns or uttucked with buyocinets.
Four ufficers who had sought shelter ¢lecwhere sw fered &
similar fute, One of thom, amorging in flamcs firom Lis retreat,
approachod a J panese ofiricer urd pled that the curnage be

stoppod. He wusyuthlessly shot down. 1In crder 40 insure thut
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no living srircosin raneined in the shelters, tie guards fired
tue tumuels ith dyuemite chorges.

atout forty prisoawrs succeedad in cseuping from the con=
poundd LY Wirouiny themnelvoes ovar o Lirty-fuet cidf arto tue
veuel. belay. JTouding Serges patrollisng the bay ad aontries
on the shore fired upon them, jRny sovning in ugony, were
buried clive Yy thoir capiora. Ono, who hed roscied the mater
old struck oul tu awm, was recaptyvrcod nud bhaought Yok to lund
whelo Jepunese seldlirs, prodding him with boyouats, Jvreed Mia
to wollc clomg the bouch, A Japauedo guera poured grsoling upon
the privoniers foot wid aet fire to it. Ignorin: hle optroeations
st e be slot the Juienase soldiere delidesntily sel fime to
nis other fout ane to beth Lis hen'e., Tiey moolked rd doerided
hia in Lis swiforing wid thol bayonettod him witil he collapaed,
Themwuon thoy poured gasoline over his boedy nnd wuteled the
LI'lwies devour it,

Suck berbaric behavieur on Che part of the Japnnerc nrmed
forces 1s wn offenpme to ull eivilizmed pesrla. 7The Ja mncse
Governik nt cannot apeure vespansibility for tuls srigw. Tw
Unlted wisten Governament demunan tlet sppropiriste pundsiue, .
be inrflicted wn £ll thoso who dirvected or participe ted .
it IV sxpects to receivae from the Jupanooe Govelr mkt
notifiostion tint such punislussrt Las bown nflisted. The
Unitod States Govermnmnt furthor dassncys that the Jepunecs
Govirniwnt tuke auch uection 04 ray be nsceanary to foreastall
the repetition of offuusas of s0 hoinous a wature nnd seswo
the Ualted Status Covermaent thiet such outrages w41 not
agmin bo infiictd upon aAvericun priseneys of mur in Jananases
cus tody.s
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