Driver L. C. Matthews   T. 92450
R. A. S. C.

A diary of outstanding events and places I have visited during my service abroad and whilst a prisoner of war under the Japanese.

From 

October 27th  1941

To 

January 15th 1946
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1941

Oct 27th
Left Wilmeslow 1.30 am

Oct 27th
Arrived at Avonmouth by train about midday and embarked on the “Oransay”.

Oct 28th
Left Avonmouth for Greenock in the Firth of Clyde.

Oct 29th
Arrived at Greenock and picked up the convoy sailing during the night.

The convoy consisted of “Oransay”, “Orcadies”, “Warwick Castle”, “Duchess of Atholl”, “Durban Castle”, “Andies”, “Sobiski”, and “Rio Del Pacya” escorted by four destroyers and one heavy destroyer “H.M.S. Ciaro”.
Oct 31st 
The convoy was taken over by an American escort consisting of aircraft carrier “Ranger”, two heavy cruisers, two light cruisers and six destroyers.

Nov 7th

Arrived at Halifax, Nova Scotia, and transferred to American troopship “Leonard Wood”.

Nov 9th

Sailed from Halifax.  The convoy consisting of “Leonard Wood”, “Joseph Dickman”, “Orizaba”, “West Point”, formally “S.S. America”, “Wakefield”, formally “S.S. Manhatten”, and “Mount Vernon”, escorted by aircraft carrier “Enterprise”, two heavy cruisers and six destroyers.

Nov 17th
Arrived at Trinidad.  The approach into Trinidad to the Port of Spain is an excellent sight passing between two small islets covered entirely with foliage of a very rich green.

Nov 19th
Left Trinidad for Cape Town.

Dec 9th

Arrived at Cape Town, South Africa.

Dec 13th
Left Cape Town.  We had three very good days shore leave and enjoyed every minute of it, the inhabitants were very good to every one.

Dec 25th
Christmas Day in the Indian Ocean.

Dec 28th
Arrived at Bombay and anchored in the Bay.

Dec 31st
Had a days leave at Bombay.

1942

Jan 1st

Left Bombay by rail for Ahbanagar a journey of 15 hours.

Jan 20th
Left Ahbanagar for Bombay

Jan 21st
Arrived at Bombay early morning and embarked on the “Felix Rousel”, had a few hours leave in the city.

Jan 22nd
Sailed from Bombay the destination at that time was unknown.  Our stay in India, although short, was very pleasant, apart from a good deal of training at Ahbanagar.  The convoy consisting of “Felix Rousel”, “Columbo”, “Empress of Asia” and  “Empress of Australia”, we were escorted by one destroyer until we were 48 hours from Singapore when H.M.S. “Exeter” joined the convoy.

Feb 5th

Arrived at Singapore.  About 10 miles out we were attacked by a flight of Japanese planes, the attack lasted 70 minutes.  We had a couple of bombs drop on board and several casualties amongst the gun crews, the “Empress of Asia” was set on fire and had to be abandoned.

Feb 12th
Went as Infantry.

Feb 15th
Capitulation 4 pm.

Feb 18th
 Arrived at Changi P.O.W. Camp.

May 2nd
Went into hospital with a touch of dysentery.

May 5th
Discharged from hospital.

June 18th
Left Singapore with the first party of 600 traveling by train through Malaya passing Gemas, Kaula Lumpar, Tamplin, Ipoh, Prai and so into Thailand. 

June 23rd
 Arrived at Ban Pong, Thailand.

Sept 6th
 Wedding anniversary.  I should liked to have gone to church today but had to report to camp hospital.  I was pronounced fit to start work next day having been on excused duty with ulcer on leg for two months.  Had to go into hospital in the evening with a touch of fever.

Sept 8th
All P.O.W.s went on strike today owing to one of them getting badly beaten by one of the guards.  All ranks were kept on parade after roll call.  Things looked rather ugly for a time as the Nips had machine guns manned.  The majority went to work after a few hours, there were a few stubborn ones who were stood out in the sun all day.   I didn’t take a lot of interest in it being pretty groggy with the fever.

Oct 3rd

Left Nung Pladuk on the first party of 150 for the interior of Thailand, the first 40 miles by lorry to Kantang-Buri.

Oct 4th

Loaded up the river craft and left about 5 pm by river boat, had four days travelling up the river camping at nights on the river bank.
Oct 6th

One of the boats capsized on one of the many treacherous bends of the river, one of our own fellows and one of the Japs being drowned, this held us up for some hours.

Oct 8th
Arrived at our destination in the jungle known as Tarsao.  Have been busy since then building huts ready for the main parties when they arrive.

Dec 12th
Left by river boat this morning for Ban Pong with one officer and 2 other ranks to collect one car and two lorries to be used in the jungle.  By now enough of the jungle has been cut down and roads of a sort have been made.  We arrived at Kantang-Buri about 7pm spending the night there.  It gives you some idea how fast the river is taking four days to go up against the stream, and only ten hours for the same distance with the stream.

Dec 13th
Proceeded to Ban Pong by lorry and spent the remainder of the day and night there.

Dec 14th
Left Ban Pong this morning with vehicles, (I was driving a Ford “3 tonner” loaded with 250 gallons of petrol), for Kantung-Buri a distance of 35 miles and commenced to load them on board the river craft.

Dec 15th
Left Kantang-Buri for Tarsao.  I traveled on the boat with the two Thai boatmen as my only companions.  The other two fellows as well as the Nip guard were all travelling on the other craft.  It took four days to reach Tarsao and I cooked my own food of rice and stews on the boatman’s charcoal fire and slept at night on the back seat of the car we had on board which was a 1940 Morris 8hp saloon.  It was a very pleasant four day trip.

Dec 25th
Christmas Day at Tarsao.  The first day since capitulation that we had all three meals free of rice.  The day’s menu being,


Breakfast- 
Bread roll, scrambled egg, porridge and sweet tea.

Dinner- 
Slice of roast pork, bread roll, sweet potato and sweet duff.


Tea- 

Pork pie, fried chips, cucumber and doughnut.

This was the first time we had tasted bread since 20th June.

Concert in the evening.

1943

Feb 13th
Had another dose of fever and went into the camp hospital.  Certainly felt queer for a few days.

Feb 19th
Discharged from hospital.

May 30th
Down once again with fever, not very bad this time, back to work after three days.

June 7th
Received the first letters from home since being taken prisoner.  Two from Dorie and two from mum posted from England June and July 1943.

Nov 23rd
Received six more letters from home; three from Dorie and three from mum.  Posted from England September and October 1942.

Dec 1st

Received the first of any Red Cross issues, 35 cigarettes and half a bar of soap.  The issue of food stuff was so small that most of it was used by the hospital.  To give some idea of the small quantity that was issued; 165 tins of fish and when you realize there were 5,000 men in the camp it can easily be seen why the foodstuffs were all given to the hospital.

Dec 25th 
Christmas Day.  The second one we have spent in Tarsao.  The first time since last Christmas we tasted bread.  We had quite a good menu throughout the day.


Breakfast- 
Porridge, Soya bean milk, egg on toast (the toast being fried rice), 



jam and bread roll.


Dinner- 
Roast beef (very tough), chips, savory roll, duff and sweet sauce.

Supper- 
Fish pie with sauce, meat tart, cake and jam tart.

The day concluded with a very good pantomime, “Cinderella”.

Dec 28th
Received another batch of letters from home; four letters and two cards from Dorie and five letters and two cards from mum.  Posted from England in November and December 1942 and one letter from January 1943.

1944

Jan 20th
Had the second Red Cross issue, 17 cigarettes and half a bar of soap.

Feb 1st

Had to go sick with ulcer on right foot and got excused duty.

Feb 6th

Ulcer on foot worse and had to go into hospital with it.

March 1st
Had some more letters from home.  Three letters, one postcard from Dorie and one letter from mum posted from England in June and August 1942 taking 1 year 8 months to receive them.  Still in hospital.

March 28th
Received one more postcard from home,  from mum posted June 20th 1942 taking 1 year 9 months to receive it.  This postal service is sure getting bad.  Now at the Con Depot (?) of the hospital.  Have got a cold.

April 26th
Left Tarsao by train for down river.  Left the station at midnight arriving in the new camp of Tamuang about half way between Kantung-Buri and Ban Pong about 6am.  Certainly nice to be out of the jungle after 18 months at Tarsao.
During most of the time since the later part of Dec 1942 until I went into hospital, I had a good job being batman at the Japanese officer’s quarters, apart from a few periods when he was staying at other camps then I went on ordinary duties.  I was very lucky in this job as I could get quite a lot of extras in the way of food which came back into the kitchen especially when other officers were staying there.

May 15th
Received the third Red Cross issue, 20 cigarettes and one bar of soap, I was unlucky in any tinned food which was drawn for.

May 19th
Discharged from hospital.

May 26th
Received an issue of American Red Cross parcels.  This is the first real issue of Red Cross comforts I received, the previous issues have all been of Thai origin.  One parcel had to be divided between 6 men.  My share consisted of 20 Camel cigarettes, a 4oz tin of coffee, a packet of ration chocolate and a 4oz tin of corned pork loaf.
June 8th
First indication of any move from Thailand to Japan.  I find myself in the second party due to leave at the end of the month.

June 22nd
Left Tamuang on the first stage of proposed journey to Japan.  We changed trucks at Nung Pladuck and also had a meal at that camp pulling out from there just before midnight.

June 24th
Passed the boarder into Malaya in the early hours of this morning.  So was in Thailand two years exactly to the day.

June 25th
Arrived at Singapore early this morning.  Passing through Tiaping, Kaula Lumpur, Seraban etc. on our journey down Malaya.  We marched into River Valley camp to await our next move.
July 2nd
Left River Valley camp, marched to the docks and went aboard the Hakasoka Maru
 8,000 tons.

July 3rd

Sailed from Singapore.

July 6th

Passed Sarawake.

July 8t
h
Anchored of Meri,
 Borneo.

July 10th
Sailed from Meri, Borneo.

July 14th
Passed the island of Palawen.

July 16th
Anchored in Manilla Bay, Philippine Islands.  We were surprised to see so many Japanese vessels laying here there must have been well over 100 Naval and Merchant ships.

July 23rd
Sailed from Manilla, Philippine Islands.

July 27th
Arrived at Takao, Formosa.

July 28th
Went into the harbour and loaded up with fresh rations including fruit in which we had an issue of 10 Bananas.  A large Jap. Liner sailed from here during our stay here, the “Asama Maru”.

July 31st
Sailed from Takao

Aug 1st

Arrived and entered the harbour of  Keyoh, North Formosa.  A very good natural harbour protected on each side by high hills.  A very busy port, quite a number of vessels being loaded and unloaded.
Aug 4th

Sailed from Keyoh.

Aug 8th

First sight of Japan, Southern Island.

Aug 10th
Landed at Moji and disembarked, marched to a rest place for a few hours then crossed by ferry to Shimonoseki on the main island of Honshu to entrain at 11pm, we were held up here for some time owing to an air raid warning.

The journey on the ship although, rather crowded conditions, passed off without incident.  The food of only two meals a day with a mug of tea midday, for a time was very poor.  It improved a little after we had taken on fresh supplies at Formosa.  The journey taking nearly six weeks.  Continuing the journey throughout the rest of the night found us on the-


Aug 11th
Journeying through Japan.  The scenery was dominated by the large amount of paddy fields of rice and vegetable gardens, which continued throughout the whole of the journey, every conceivable piece of ground being cultivated.  We arrived at Osaka about 11.30pm, detrained, and spent the night under a railway arch outside the station.

Aug 12th
Continued the journey at 7am, still the same scenery, most of the buildings, except the larger ones, appear to be made of wood.  We arrived at Tokyo at 10pm and slept the night in one of the waiting rooms of the station.

Aug 13th
Arrived at our destination, Onahama Springs at 12 noon and were taken in lorries to the camp about 1 ½ miles from the station.  The camp is only a small one in a mining village.

Aug 16th 
The first impression of the camp has been good, our first meal on arrival was rye bread (a good size loaf) plus a large bowl of stew.  The food up to now has been good stews and rice which we have at a proper mess room with china plates and bowls, something different than we have been used to since capitulation.  Our billets are wooden huts partitioned in rooms of 12 men in each.  We have been issued with five blankets each and we handed in all our old kit and have been issued with canvas slacks and coats and a cap of the mining type, with a large number on the coat and cap.  We all look now like prisoners as we know them at home.  We have been given a few days rest before we start work, which is apparently to be in the coal mines.  The journey by train was much different with more comfort than we had from Thailand to Singapore, travelling in carriages on an ordinary scheduled train and not in rough cattle and goods trucks.

Oct 8th

One more birthday as a P.O.W., the third, this one spent in Japan.  I hope the next one will be as a free man.  We are having a “yasumi”
 day today.  The weather has been terrible the last few days with continuous rain and it has begun to get cold.  Yesterday we were issued with a pair of long slacks and khaki shorts.

Dec 10th
Went into the camp hospital with beri-beri in both legs.  The food has deteriorated some what to what it was when we first arrived.
Dec 18th
Discharged from hospital, weather very cold now.

Dec 25th
Christmas Day in Japan.  The outstanding event was an individual issue of one American Red Cross parcel.  This is the first parcel I have received since being taken prisoner; all previous issues being split up amongst so many, great excitement amongst us all.  The meals this year were not so good as the two previous Christmas Day meals at Tarsao.  One meal of white rice and stew and two meals of barley and stew, the stews were very good for all that.  The camp staff issued us all as presents; one pair of gloves, two pairs of socks, one razor blade, one packet of tooth powder, two cakes, one apple and a bar of soap.  The day ended with a concert.
1945

Feb 11th
Had another issue of American Red Cross.  Half a parcel this time.  I was unfortunate to have some of mine stolen.  I am at present bed-down with beri-beri.  Feel pretty rotten. 

Feb 25th
Had another lot of American Red Cross issued, about a third of a parcel.  I think they are issuing a bit more now on account of so much illness in the camp; we have lost about 20 fellows since Christmas, mostly from pneumonia.  The weather is very cold and there has been a considerable amount of snow.   We all find it more after being in a hot climate for over two years.  We now get issued with a small loaf of bread each day and we are hoping it continues.  Still on excused duty with beri-beri.

March 29th
Left our camp with 13 other fellows for the P.O.W. hospital camp at Shingaura on the outskirts of Tokyo.  We left our camp about 4am, walked to the station and arrived at our destination about midday.  We could see the vast extent of the bomb damage whilst passing through Tokyo, whole areas raised to the ground.  The camp does not seem to be too bad so far, the food is rather short but there are plenty of medical supplies here, so the other patients tell us.  My beri-beri has been pretty bad lately, I hope it soon improves.  The weather is beginning to get better after a very cold winter.
March 31st
Easter once again.  We had a small portion of Red Cross issued to us due to the generosity of the medical orderlies.  I received one packet of “Kraft” cheese, ½ tin of corned beef and one tin of meat paste.

April 25th
Still at Shinagaura Hospital now feeling a good deal better.  I have now got quite a good little job for a time as batman to three of M. O.s an Englishman, American and Norwegian.  I don’t think there is any pay attached to it but I get a little extra food.  I can stick this for the rest of my prisoner of war days if I had the chance, but don’t expect there will be any such luck.

June 21st
Had a form issued to us today to write a message home on which is to be broadcast, so we are told.  Time will tell if it ever gets broadcast or not.
July 16th
Left Shinagaura Hospital camp for our own camp.  During my stay here there have been quite a number of heavy air raids on the Tokyo and Yokahama areas.  Large forces of four engine bombers used each time.  Incendiary bombs played havoc and appeared to be used more than high explosive.  The extent of the damage must have been terrific, on all sides it was as light as day caused by the fires burning.  On one occasion a few incendiaries fell on the edge and just outside the camp catching fire to a number of warehouses adjoining the camp, all hands were called out to fight the fires until the fire brigades arrived.  To compensate our work we were given double rations next day.  We left the camp about 9am, walked to the station and arrived in Tokyo by electric train about 12 noon.  The damage caused by air raids was far greater than four months previous when we arrived at Shinagaura.  W arrived at our camp about 9.30pm and found the camp had been extended and that 200 hundred Canadians had arrived there.  The camp life is much more free now but the quantity of the food has gone down and there seems to be little hope of any increase. 

July 27th
Had a very minute issue of Red Cross, one bar of soap and a fifth of a ½ lb block of cheese.  The food is still very small in quantity at the moment, we are having white rice in place of barley.  I hope the rations don’t get any smaller.  The only consolation at the moment is we are getting some real summer weather.

Aug 15th
Things were normal all day until about tea time when the working parties came in telling us what an easy day they had.  All the civilians and guards had been constantly listening to the wireless since noon and that negotiations were pending for a peace settlement.  No one appeared to be unduly perturbed or excited.

Aug 16th
Rumors were numerous all day, by late afternoon we were beginning to believe that something had really happened at last.  During the evening things became even more reliable.  It was about 10.30pm when we were all in bed that the English officer in charge was told that the war had ended at 1pm the previous day but was not to be given out as official, also that American troops would take over in a day or so.  Needless to say everyone was excited and were out of bed having a smoke to celebrate.

Aug 17th
 We are anxiously waiting developments.

11am.   Capt. Thornton, the English officer in charge, has just announced that the war is officially over.  So after 3 years, 6 months and 2 days we are once again free men.

During the afternoon we were issued with the remaining Red Cross food in the camp, it was ½ tin of meat and ½ tin of salmon, so we all had a good tea tonight.  Also there were 22 tins of milk powder which was put into the cook house to make porridge for breakfast.  So ended the first day as a free man again.  Also during the day the Nips handed over the three small pigs which were being kept in the camp.
Aug 19th
I went to the thanksgiving service this morning, undoubtedly thanksgiving services are being held all over the world today.

Aug 24th
Things have been going on as usual the last few days.  Today they have been making huge signs with P.O.W. sown on them so that aeroplanes can spot the camp and drop supplies to us.  Most of us thought it was a pretty tall story, any how, I helped to do some of the sewing of the signs.

Aug 25th
 Everyone is talking this morning about the dropping of supplies.

9.30 am.  You can imagine the excitement when a squadron of fighter planes appeared over the camp, they dipped and flew very low and you could see the pilots waving to us.  It was a grand sight and made us realize that the war was really over.  These planes were only locating the camp and that larger planes would be over in the afternoon to drop supplies, we are all patiently waiting for the sound of aircraft.
4.30pm.  Three planes appeared, and the largest of them dropped about six kit bags of supplies  of various items, cigarettes, chocolates, soap, toothpaste, small quantities of food, medical kit etc, news sheets and a letter stating that these things had been given by the personnel of the aircraft carrier, “Lexington”, you can imagine our excitement.  You could see as they kept flying, the crews were filming the camp.  The individual issue consisted of 17 cigarettes, 2oz cheese, 2 biscuits, ½ bar of  chocolate, 3 razor blades, 1oz of sugar and a bar chewing gum.
Aug 28th
After two quiet days the naval planes appeared again this morning at 8.30 am, this time they dropped bread and fresh meat.

3 pm.  A huge 4 engine bomber appeared over the camp it dropped a load of pamphlets which stated what they would drop in an hour or so.   Within the hour it appeared again and dropped its load of supplies and my word what a load; clothing, food, cigarettes and chocolates etc. of every description.  Unfortunately a number of the containers got smashed owing to the parachutes failing to open, we all had a great time searching for all the goods surrounding the camp.
I think we have fed better today than any time since capitulation.  The white bread, which was dropped this morning, we had for dinner and it was the first white bread we have tasted since we left the ship on Feb 5th 1942.  The individual issue this evening has been 20 cigarettes, 1 ½ bars of chocolate and a box of matches.  It sure feels grand to light a cigarette with a proper match once again.

Aug 29th
We have been having some good meals today thanks to the American air force.  Also, individually being issued with the surplus goods which consisted of ½ bar of chocolate, a packet of gum and ½ tin of army field ration which consisted of 3 biscuits, 2 caramels, 2 lumps of sugar and 1 packet of coffee.

Aug 30th
Today started off early, before 5.30 am the naval planes appeared and dropped seven boxes of army rations.  They were issued out after breakfast and ran to ½ a packet per man which consisted of ½ tin of cheese, 3 biscuits, 3 toffees, ½ packet of lemon powder, 1 bar of gum and 1oz of sugar, also, a packet of “Raleigh” cigarettes from the big load that was dropped on the 28th.  Two officers, who went to Sendai two days ago to meet Swiss and Swedish Red Cross officials, returned early this morning.  The main items of news which they brought back are as follows.  The English officer in charge, Capt. Thornton R.A.S.C., is to take over command of the camp.  That we would be evacuated in the early part of Sept.  There are roughly 45,000 P.O.W.s in Japan, mostly Dutch, and that the first part of the journey will be to the Philippines.  Actually, things are in a terrible muddle and the Americans will not radio the names of P.O.W.s home until each party reach the ships to embark and so get the correct roll from each camp commander.  Only 560 Japanese prisoners were taken by the Allies up to the time of capitulation
.  One item which is rather unfortunate is when the Allies dropped the “Atomic” bomb on Nagasaki, a number of Dutch P.O.W.s were killed. 
Aug 31st
Another great day for us.  About 9.30 am one of the 4 engine bombers appeared over the camp and started dropping supplies.  You would be amazed the quantity of stuff these huge planes can carry.  The goods fell over a wide area in paddy fields, woods, gardens etc., unfortunately it has been raining hard all morning, but the fellows ignored this naturally and by the time everything was brought into camp, everyone was drenched.  To give you some idea of the quantity of goods dropped, there were about 30, 40 gall drums full up, as well as other large cases.  Fortunately, there was very little of it damaged this time.  The planes that deposited all of these things today were a B17 and B29 and they came from Saipan which is 16 flying hours from here.  The items are too numerous to mention individually, they include all kinds of tinned meat, clothing, sweets, chocolate, cigarettes, toilet requisites, cocoa, sugar etc.  We have just had dinner, certainly had a good meal.  It should be an excellent stew for this evenings meal, as I helped empty dozens of tins of damaged of meat and soups of all varieties mixed together.  It is sure good to feel really satisfied after each meal.  They also lobbed out 30 cigarettes and a packet of gum this morning.
8pm. 

We certainly did have a good tea tonight; it included rice, fish soup, pork and tomato soup, mixed fruit salad and sweet cocoa.  They have issued us out with still more items consisting of cigarettes, it now amounts to 64 cigarettes being issued today, a further bar of chocolate, 2 bars of gum and 3 bars of soap.  It does seem strange to be getting so much stuff now after being without so long.  To give you some idea of the amount of goods dropped today there was approximately 110,000 cigarettes, just to mention one item.

Sept 2nd
After a comparatively quiet day yesterday, today started off with a real bang about 5.30am.  The huge B29s appeared and started depositing the goods.  They dropped no end of stuff, absolutely tons and tons of it.  It was several hours before all of the goods were collected and brought in.  Throughout the day they have been issuing stuff individually wholesale; cigarettes by the hundreds, no end of tins of meat and rations, bars of chocolate, soap etc.  How we are going to get through it all I don’t know.  It is actual signing of the surrender terms today and I suppose that is why they dropped so much just to celebrate.
Sept 3rd
They are still issuing us out stuff from yesterday’s great drop and the meals are colossal.  I don’t feel too special today having a cold no doubt through getting wet the other day.  The naval planes flew over this afternoon and dropped a couple of parcels of news-sheets and rations.  The news stated that the peace terms were signed yesterday in Tokyo and that the Allies have started to occupy the country, so I don’t expect it will be long before we are moved from here on the first stage of our journey home.
Sept 5th
 We are having a great time these days, it is nothing else but one long issue, yesterday and today, of all manner of tinned goods, chocolate and cigarettes.  I think we have had it all now and we are having some marvellous meals.  We can now go out of the camp.  The civilians are only too willing to exchange potatoes, tomatoes, eggs etc. for a few cigarettes, sweets and soap.  Eggs are on the scarce side.  I do appreciate being able to have a good salad meal again of boiled eggs, potatoes, cucumber and tomatoes, there is only one thing missing and that is vinegar.  We shall be leaving any time now, it should have been this morning, but has been postponed until tomorrow.  The lorries have been standing by all day so it won’t be long.
Sept 6th
Another wedding anniversary.  This one, the sixth, has certainly been a happier one than the last three.  We celebrated tonight by having a chicken for supper amongst four of us.  It is amazing the different things the fellows get these days from the civilians, changing clothes, soap and chocolate.  Incidentally, the chicken we had tonight cost us one blanket, this evening, we managed to get 15 eggs for an army greatcoat for tomorrow’s breakfast.  We are still expecting to move any time.
Sept 8th
A busy day today we now know for certain we are leaving camp tomorrow morning.  Four of us had a celebration supper tonight, 2 roast chicken stuffed with boiled and roast potatoes.  Needless to say two more blankets went for the chicken.  It was a jolly good meal topped off with tinned peaches.

Sept 9th
We left camp this morning about 6am, proceeded to Onahama Station in trucks and there changed to a proper train which pulled out about 7 am.  We arrived at Yokahama Station at 4pm and what a reception.  An American Military Band playing on the platform and American medical staff falling over themselves, they just can’t do enough for us.  I went from the station to the docks by ambulance as a sitting patient.  A quick medical inspection and then taken aboard the Hospital Ship “Tjitjalengka” a Dutch vessel of 8,000 tons taken over by the British Government after the fall of Holland.  
Sept 12th
What a grand feeling it is to be having good food again with plenty of bread and butter.  I should soon be rid of the beri-beri on this food.  Still laying in Yokahama Docks.

Sept 16th
After laying in Yokahama for a week we sailed today at 4pm.  We were cheered by several British and Australian destroyers and the “King George V”, which were laying there as we passed out of the harbour enroute for Sydney.  We are being accompanied by H.M.S. “Troutbridge”.  Thank goodness to see the last of Japan.
Sept 18th
 Had the first grant of pay today, £3.00 in Australian currency.
Sept 24th
We sailed into Manus in the Admiralty Islands this morning at 7am and replenished with fresh water and picked up mail for the crew.  The Americans had about 9,000 casualties in re-taking this island from the Nips.  

At 12 noon the Captain of the ship made an announcement over the radio that we are not going to Sydney but were sailing at 2pm for Auckland, New Zealand, which we shall reach in about nine days.  The change of plan is due to the fact that there are too many troops to accommodate in Sydney.  It is just 2pm and we weighed anchor and so on our way to New Zealand.  As we passed out of Manus we passed the British aircraft carrier “Formidable”, certainly a very smart looking vessel.
Sept 25th
All this morning we sailed through the channel between New Britain on the left, and New Guinea on the right, as our ship proceeded south on our way to Auckland.

Oct 3rd

Arrived at Auckland about 3.30pm and anchored in the harbour for the night.  The first impression of New Zealand from the sea is very grand passing down the Bay of Plenty
 dotted with numerous islets.  The houses and buildings of the suburbs look very new and modern.

Oct 4th

We docked at Queen’s Warf at 8am this morning.  As we pulled along side a Military Band was playing us in.  We disembarked at 9am and we were immediately taken in care to our respective camps.  I am at Papakura Military Camp about 19 miles south of Auckland.  It was a lovely drive from the docks.  On our way to the camp the driver took us around one of New Zealand’s many racecourses known as Ellerslie, a very picturesque course indeed.  The camp is situated in lovely country surroundings.  This afternoon we were given a New Zealand Red Cross parcel which contained woollen pants and vest, a pair of socks, pyjamas, 20 cigarettes, 2 bars of chocolate, a tube of tooth paste, a comb, razor blades and soap.  We are being well looked after and plenty of good food, so far New Zealand is certainly a lovely country.
Oct 13th
We have been having a wonderful time up to now.  This afternoon we were taken out for a drive by the Red Cross in private cars.  I went in a Vauxhall 14 to a place called Maraite, about 15 miles from the camp.  We passed through some lovely country mostly low rolling pasture land ideal for sheep and diary farming. 

Oct 14th
Again had a trip out organized by the Red Cross, cars taking us to a place known as Mission Bay, a very modern suburb of Auckland.  We had tea and entertainment at the Berkely Cinema Café and finished up seeing “Charley’s Aunt” at the cinema.

Oct 20th 
Out again for another drive, this time organized by the Returned Servicemen’s Association to a place called Titirangi.  Approached by a scenic road, with wonderful scenery, from the top it is 1200 ft. above sea level with the city of Auckland in the distance.
Oct 21st
Another good day out taken in cars by the Red Cross to Huanna Falls, arriving there about 12 noon, given a good dinner and then visited the Falls, a very beautiful spot and wonderful scenery, were given tea and returned to camp about 5pm.

Nov 13th
Had another good trip out this afternoon organized by the Returned Servicemen’s Association we were taken in cars to a large farm about 10 miles from the camp.  It was a sheep and cattle farm covering about 2,000 acres and it took about half an hour to drive over a large number of the paddocks.  They have approximately 6,000 sheep and several head of fat beasts and they look in splendid condition.  We had a picnic at the farm and got back to camp about 5.30pm.

Nov 20th
Some of the fellows left camp this morning on the first stage of their journey home.  They sailed from Auckland on the aircraft carrier “Reaper”.  The remainder is due to leave on Thursday by train for Wellington to join the “Maunganui”.
Nov 22nd
The first stage of our journey home.  We left the camp at 5.30 pm for Papakura Station, there to join the hospital train for Wellington.  We had a jolly good send off, most of the camp were at the station to see us off, we are traveling in real comfort.  The train left at 7 pm, the first stop was at Franklin Junction, 87 miles from Auckland where a few more P.O.W.s were picked up.  We had a comfortable night’s sleep on the hospital train which was filled up with two tier bunks.  Throughout the night we traveled through some very hilly country, the railway traversing a spiral track, and at times over 2,000 feet above sea level.  We had a present of toilet requisites on leaving the camp and cigarettes and chocolate on the train from the Red Cross.

Nov 23rd
We pulled into Morton at 6am and had breakfast in the station restaurant leaving again at 6.45.  The next town of interest we passed through was Palmerston North, the train passes directly through the centre of the town, directly adjoining the track on either side are well laid out gardens with the main shopping centre in the background.  Proceeding south we pass through wonderful sheep and diary country, at Parkariki we change engines from steam to electric.  We arrive at Wellington at 10.30, the train pulling onto the docks along side the ship, we embarked straight away.  We had a rousing send off.  The Prime Minister, Peter Fryer, came aboard to say a few words to us, as did the High Commissioner, Sir Patrick Duff.  The Prime minister stayed until the ship pulled out at 4pm, our first stop is Lyttleton in the South Island where we are due tomorrow.  Before leaving the train we had another packet of cigarettes and a bar of chocolate given to us by the Red Cross.

Nov 24th
We arrived at Lyttleton at 7am and picked up more P.O.W.s, we were given leave from 11am and took full advantage of this by going into Christchurch, 12 miles from Littleton by electric train and spent a very enjoyable time there.   The town is very well laid out, very flat, good shops and some good wide thoroughfares.  We had a good look around the place, had dinner at the Union Jack Club and spent the afternoon at the pictures returning to the ship about 8pm where we were entertained by a concert party from Christchurch.
Nov 25th
We pulled out of Lyttleton at 7am enroute for Sydney, we are now really on the first stage of the voyage home.  Lyttleton is a very sheltered harbour tucked well in between high hills and the village itself is built on the hillsides, very picturesque indeed.  As we sail north along the sea coast we have a fine view of the snow capped Southern Alps of New Zealand.  And so we leave this country with a certain amount of regret, we have certainly been given a wonderful time by every one, it is truly a marvellous country.

The vessel we are traveling on is H.M.N.Z.H.S.
 “Maunganui”, 7,500 tons, not very fast and is also fairly old being built in 1911, it is reasonably comfortable and will certainly do to carry me to old England again.
Nov 29th
Arrived at Sydney at 9am this morning.  Passed down the harbour under the famous Sydney Harbour Bridge.  We had shore leave from 12 noon until midnight.  Had a good look around the city. 

Nov 30th
Had shore leave all day.  In the morning we went to view the bridge from the base, it is certainly a magnificent piece of engineering.  In the afternoon we took a walk over it, from there one gets a good view of the harbour as well as the city itself.  Finished up the day with a visit to the Theatre Royal to see a performance of the “Desert Song”.
Dec 1st

Sailed from Sydney at 11.30am en route for Freemantle.  Sydney, with its 1 ¼ million inhabitants is no doubt one of the largest cities of the Empire outside of the British Isles.  It has some very fine buildings.  The banks and insurance buildings are as large and imposing as any in London.  There were a large number of naval craft in the harbour of all descriptions including the “King GeorgeV”, 4 aircraft carriers and a number of destroyers.  Whilst walking across the bridge yesterday we witnessed the arrival of the British cruiser H.M.S. “Shropshire” bringing home A.I.F
. personnel from the Pacific Islands.  Also in port was the Cunarder “Aquitaine”.

Dec 8th
  
Arrived at Freemantle at 7.30, shore leave from 0900 hrs. until 23.59 hrs.  Freemantle is quite a pleasant spot.  The journey by road from Freemantle to Perth is very interesting, the first 9 miles one passed several small suburbs, all of which are very modern, and the last three miles is a marine drive.   On the left are the calm waters, almost a lake coming in from the ocean, on the right, very rugged reminding one of a huge rockery.  The road the whole three miles is very winding so making the drive very picturesque.   The city of Perth, the largest in Western Australia, is well laid out with some fine buildings and a good shopping centre.
We met a very nice couple who took us to their home at Maylands, just outside of Perth, where we spent a very enjoyable evening.

Dec 9th

Sailed from Freemantle at 0720 hrs, and so we leave the Southern Hemisphere.  Of the two countries I much prefer New Zealand, no doubt owing to its more temperate climate.  The west of Australia, in my opinion, is far better than the east.  Sydney itself appears to be becoming too Americanized.
And so on our way through the tropics once more to Ceylon.

Dec 18th
Arrived at Columbo at 0720 hrs. shore leave has been restricted, and owing to the inadequate docking space, almost all vessels have to be moored to buoys in the inner harbour, therefore one has to go by launch.  The harbour was packed with all kinds of shipping which included a large number of naval craft, amongst them two aircraft carriers, the “Colossus” and “Sussex”, and roughly a dozen corvettes.  We got ashore at 11.30, so once again stepped into the mystic orient and one is struck immediately, as in other parts of the East, by the strong smell and sultry atmosphere.  Columbo itself, to my mind, is not at all interesting.  I was surprised to find that there was a very marked absence of beggars usually to be found in the East, especially Bombay.  As in all other parts of the world which I have visited since cessation of hostilities, everything is very expensive.
Dec 19th
Left Columbo at 0730 hrs.  Just prior to us leaving the harbour, two British Destroyers arrived. and so once again on our way.  This, the fourth leg of our journey, and incidentally the longest, is to Suez, a distance of roughly 3,400.

Dec 25th
Christmas Day finds us entering the Red Sea, on the whole a very interesting day was had by all on board.  Good meals, to mention just one item.  All the wards looked very gay with all their Christmas decorations, it was hard to realize one is aboard a ship with everywhere so gaily decorated.

Dec 28th
Arrived at Port Tewfik
 at the southern end of the Suez Canal at 1230 hrs.  Hardly before the ship had anchored there were swarms of hawkers along side.  Did not get shore leave here only stopping long enough to fuel and water.  Also waiting here to proceed through the canal were two other troop ships the “Moleja” and the “Chetra”, also the hospital ship, “Oranji”.
Dec 29th
Left Tewfik and proceeded through the canal at 6 am, whilst on deck this morning I witnessed the finest sunrise I have seen since being abroad, the sun rising like a huge red ball away over the sandy wastes of Arabia.  The morning being slightly hazy added a more picturesque effect.  The journey through the canal was quite interesting, there still being a number of British military camps still occupied, and occasionally one noticed a lone member of the Canal Zone Camel patrol on duty.  We arrived at Port Said at 1630 hrs. in a heavy rain storm and very cold.  We had shore leave from 7pm to 10pm, could not see much of the town owing to it being dark.
Dec 30th
Left Port Said at 0700 hrs and so we are on our last leg of the trip through the Mediterranean to Gibraltar.

1946

Jan 2nd

Passed Malta in the early hours of this morning.  The island of Pantellera came into sight about 0900 hrs. and passed it about 8 miles off on the port side.  Lovely calm weather today in the Mediterranean, due at Algiers tomorrow evening.

Jan 3rd

All day today we passed within sight of the North African coast, a lovely sight, very rugged with snow capped mountains in the background.  Arrived at Algiers at 1800 hrs. and anchored outside until next morning.  The town looked gay by night with all its lights.

Jan 4th

Pulled into the quay at 0730 hrs, no leave allowed.  Algiers from the sea looks very impressive, some very large buildings, especially on the sea front, all appear to be faced in a white material.

Jan 5th

Should have left Algiers at 1500 hrs. yesterday but could not get away from the quay owing to rough weather, we eventually sailed at 1000 hrs after being delayed about 18 hrs.
Jan 6th

At roughly 1100 hrs this morning a message was received that a ship was in distress, on arriving at the scene it was then about 50 miles from Gibraltar.  It was found that a Greek freighter had damaged her steering gear and signalled to us to stand by until a vessel arrived from Gibraltar to take her in tow.  This was done at 1600 hrs.  She had made temporary repairs and was making way at about 4 knots.  We accompanied her until about 1900 hrs, when other ships arrived.  We then increased to our normal speed and passed the lights of Gibraltar on the starboard, and of the north coast of Morocco on the port between 2000 hrs and 2100 hrs.  We now feel we are on the last lap of the journey.

Actually the first message received from the ship in distress was to the effect that her steering gear had been carried away and that she was breaking her back and the crew were preparing to abandon ship.  So by the time we arrived on the scene, all patients had been ordered from the top decks and the lifeboats had been made ready to be launched, fortunately, it turned out it wasn’t as bad as that.
Jan 9th

Very rough weather today.  At 1200 hrs. the Captain announced that owing to heavy seas and bad visibility, he was heaving to.  We were roughly 280 miles from Southampton in the north of the Bay of Biscay, it was not until 2000 hrs that we got on course and made way.

Jan 10th
The first sight of England was at 1245 hrs. when the Needles came in sight.  We picked up the pilot at 1230 hrs
. and proceeded up the Solent docking at Southampton at 1530 hrs.  So the end of a very interesting journey of 13,000 odd miles, the weather on the whole was very good, not more than 4 or 5 days anything like rough weather in the whole of the seven week voyage.

Jan 11th
Disembarked at 0830 hrs and entrained for Chester leaving Southampton Docks at 1030 hrs. proceeding via Romsey, Salisbury, Westbury, Trowbridge, Bath, Bristol, under the Severn tunnel, Newport (Mon), Pontypridd
, Abergavenny, Hereford and Shrewsbury, arriving at Chester Military hospital where we were told we should remain until Monday (Jan 14th).
Jan 13th
Yesterday and today we spent mostly in Chester, a fine old city with many ancient buildings.

Jan 14th
Left camp at 0900 hrs. this morning by lorry for the 79th Transit Camp, Liverpool, from there we were sent on 42
 leave.  Leaving Lime Street Station at 1400 hrs. arriving home in the early hours of Tuesday morning (Jan 15th).
And so ends my journeying over seas covering a period of 4 years and 3 months.  In which time I have touched almost all parts of the British Empire, and if at times somewhat unpleasant as a prisoner of war, it was an experience, in some respects, worth the hardships. 

Leonard C. Matthews

Jan. 18th 1946
� This ship was in fact the Hakushika Maru.


� This is probably Miri.


� The camp was Sendai 1-B, Yumoto.


� Rest day.


� ??


� Not the Bay of Plenty but the Hauraki Gulf.


� His Majesty’s New Zealand Hospital Ship.


� Australian Infantry Force.


� Bur Tawfaq.


� Some discrepancy of time here.


� Most probably Pontypool.


� 42 hours?  More probably 42 days.
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