


”@{/ég y/) 4%,/44/2/ |

PAUL KERCHUM CMSGT USAF RET
FORMER CORPORAL B CO. 31ST INF.
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FOR THE CATHOLIC
SOLDIERS AND TRAINEES
OF THE |
PHILIPPINE ARMY
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what doth it ;nruﬁ.f. a man, if he
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(Matt. 16:26)

i I'."_I‘ ;
"o
Tain ."_ .l:._ l,.-:':_n-

loss ©OF his oun aoul £

Manilg




THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

TO MEMBERS OF UNITED STATES ARMED FORCES EEING
REPATRIATED IN SEPTEMEER 1945:

It givee me special pleasure to welcome you
back to your native shores, and to express, on be-
half of the people of the United States, the Joy we
feel at your deliverance from the hands of the enemy.
It 1s a source of profound satisfaction that owr ef-
forts to accomplish your return have been successful.

You have fought valiantly in foreign lands
and have suffered greatly. As your Commander in
Chief, I take pride in your past achlevements and

express the thanks of a grateful Nation for your
gervices in combat and your steadfastness while a

prisoner of war.

May God grant each of you happiness and an
early return to health.




AMERICAN RED CROSS

BATIOFAL EEADQOTARTERS

y /A WASEBINSGTOX,_D. C
“ 1/43 July 29, 1942
JJ‘ :;-r /
" Mrs. Elo Wolters ="\ Re: PETSUZELA, Llexander F.
Home Service Chairman 4 Pri

| American Bed Cross biic
| Shiner, Texas e Ing: PETEUZELA, Alexander F.

. ""-..___. > e — R-?-B- ht 3
: . = Shiiner, Texas

My dear Mrs. Wolters:

This is in reply to your incuiry regarding the above named
serviceman, who, according to the latest information, was serving in

the Philippine Islands at the time of the final surrender.

The last report of casualties received by the War Departaent
from the Philippines arrived early in the morming of May 6. Through
this date Private Petruzela had not been reported as a casualty.

The War Department will consider Persons serving in the
Philippine Islands as "missing in action®™ from the date of the
surrender of Corregidor, May 7, 1942, until definite information to
the contrary is received.

When lists of prisoners from the Philippines are received,
we will clear the name of Private Petruzela, and send you any

Sincerely,
(Mrs.) Lucille Lineback
Ass't to the Director

Inquiry Service
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WAR DEPARTMENT

SERVICES OF SUPPLY

'N REPLY | OFFICE OF THE
REFER TO ADJUTANT GENERAL

AG 201 WASHINGTON

Petruzela
(5_21_42) ﬁBﬂ.lexandar P

JAU

May 21, 1942

lirs. Sophie Petruzela,
Rt. #2

Shiner, Texas.

Dear urs. Petruzela:
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who, acco %o the latest information available, was serving in the rhllippine

; : 1 e ] 2 ' { i s = . . :—.""—' - =3 _
- Islands at the time of the final surrender. | _

-
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3 I deeply regret that it is impossible for me to give you more informa-
. t4ion than is contained in this letter. In the last days before the surrender q:f'
. Bataan there were casualties which were not reported to the War Department. Con-

. ceivably the same is true of the surrender of Corregidor and possibly of other

. 1glands of the Philippines. The Japanese Government has indicated its intention

~ of conforming to the terms of the Geneva Convention with respect to the inter-

~ change of information regarding prisoners of war. At some future date this Govern-
" ment will receive through Geneve a list of persons who have been taken prisoners
*"{::f wer. Until that time the Wear Department cannot give you positive information.

B The War Department will consider the persone serving in the Philippine

*ﬁ g in action” from the date of the surrender of Corregidor, May s
1942, 1 ?ﬂ":io;miﬁa information to the contrary is received. It is to be hoped
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A ,_ »f D ? s of war. In the case of peranni known

%0 have T + in the Philippines and who are not reported

N s by the Japanese Covernment, the War Depertment will contime to cexry them
L*‘-" aying in action,” in the absence of information to the contrary, until ?‘3 i

B s have expired. jlhﬁ.‘b the expiration of twelve monthe and in the absence ?c. o

“* nformation the War Department 18 suthorized to meke a final determina :
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 Recent legislation makes provision to continue the pay and allowances

ns oe s a period of not to exceed twelve
d in a "missing" status for & pe the pay and allowances of persons
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known to have been captured by the enemy; to continue allo

personnel for a period of twelve months and allotments maxzt;ﬁibie?ﬂ?s
the enemy during the time they are so held; to make new allotments or increase
allotments in force to certain dependents defined in Public Law 490 y 11th Congress.
The latter dependents generally include the legal wife, dependent children under
twenty-one years of age and dependent mother, or such dependents as have been
designated in official records. Eligible dependente who can estatlish a need for

financial assistance should be advised to approach thelr local chapter of the
American Red Cross who will assist them in obtalning any benefits to whlch they

may be entitled. In the event dependents require financlal asslstance and are
eligible to receive this assistance the amount allotted will be deducted from the

pay which would otherwise accrue to the credit of the missing individual.
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LIBERATED MILITARY PERSQ A
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and power

11icate, ddressed

There is enclosed a questionnaimpg : e o
of attorney and assignment of fee forms, ip triplom tn ued?P " 1th

return envelope. ‘

The power of attorney and fes asgi

her officlal gul

fore & notary public, or ot y
Eiiginal and one copy should then be returneg t

cute
The questionnaire form is to pe complet oy and then exe 3
before a notary public, or other official duly authﬂrigagyti sdminister oath:.inzg
original and two copies should then be returned to US, and the third copy reta
for your files.

glmlﬁnt foril ghou

&uthopy, .; to adm retained
© us, alzlceldthe gecond COPY

Please complete the questionnaire form ag 1egibly as possible, pref-
erably on a typewriter. Answers should be full ang complete, wherever possible.
1T more space 1s needed for any reason, attach Supplemsntary pages.

If it so happens that Jou are a survivor of s prisoner of war ship,
which was attacked, please write and ask for Supplemental pages which we have PYe -
pared for such cases, but which we are not distributing génerally, as they are
believed to be applicable to but few claimants.

We have in course of proparation a questionnaire form, designed for
the next of kin of those prisoners of war who died as the result of the treatment

réceived while in the custody of the Japanese Government. Thegg should be avail-
able for distribution during the course of the next thirty days.

In view of the extreme difficulty of 1003’]5‘;“% any Substantial number
of the next of kin of deceaseq prisoners of war, we shail Do Quly Sppreciative if

{Zu will send us a ligt of the names and addresses Of 8UC! Next op kin as are known
you,

e trust that the enclosed forms are Eealf f::ell ‘&E"‘t"&tt’rr and sufficient
1rely o1
ith réspect to any question which is not ent 4 &33&1’ to you. We will

r to g informd You have any reason
to believe might be p 111p:pl}r Puoh mupplaneniaiy he pr@ar Preparation of your claim,

W d T Toturneq to us in the
Course of the 1imu‘li"‘e'E’-il?m:'ec::.’L-ﬁl.t'.e having the comple?® | |

ret e b8 BW° ang ““““hmtm .
811 stupg togethep Urning the questionnaire, ple8e P el
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appointed, and by these presents do irrevocably make, ggmtﬂ;g gnd apt jawful attorney
NUGENT, American Building, Washington, District of Cﬂlumbi; Y pe/” el

. ~tment of State,
. fact for me and in my name, pl t the pere '
f Yy place and stead, to represent me befor it ted Tribunal or
: . : - fication o
Court, in connection with my claim against the Government a1y for mdammﬁ /
of Jap prisoner of War of the
power and authority

to be done in and

the Claims Commission United States and Japan, or any other pfﬂpgﬂy 2

losses and personal injuries sustained as a result of my experiences g5
I'mperial Japanese Government, giving and granting unto my said - full
to do and perform all and every act and thing whatsoever requisite gud necessSary
about the premases, as fully to all intents and purposes, as I might or could do if pemﬂnally present
at the doing thereof, with full power of substitution, hereby ratifying ond confirming all that my
_ said attorney, or his substitute, may or shall lawfully do or cause to 1o done by virtue hereol. He
is specifically authorized to receive and tramsmit any and all corpispondence relating HieRete;

In consideration of the obligations assumed by him, or his substitutes, tO prosecute such
claim, and his interest in the execution of the powers herein conferrd, I heredy asstgn, transfer
armi set over unto my said attorney twenly per cent (20%) out of any recovery which may be
received on my claim against Japan, hereby agreeing that such fee is considered by me to be

reasonable, and which shall be payable and paid out of any award made in my favor.

“32;1 mu’ﬁﬁ MI‘!PIPﬂf, I hawve hereunto set my hand mnd seal the ¢ 6l

day of e : _ 1n the year one thousand nine hundred and forty-six.
s R Seal
Texns
State of
88
County of LaVe0a }
On the 7%h day of __lq — | in the year

one thousand nine }Lundred and forty-sixz, before me personally came

ALEXAND:SR ¥. PETRUZELA

H

to me known, and known to me to be the individual described in, O Who erooyso o1 o foregoing
| instrument, and__he duly acknowledged that__he executed the same.

Zm“«_/ Lo Gy A

in & for lavacs Uau.“Nt;tu _Pubh‘o-

"'.-

My commission expires A0 June 1947
PATE ‘

- p By,
o
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ECRETARY
LIAMS, 8

RGE H. Wik

EA. NUBENT, CHAIRMAN

GED
TELEPHONE NATIONAL S572s

C;/aimd Cammiftee

LIBERATED MILITARY PERSONNE, (JAPAN

901 AMERICAN BUILDING

WASHINGTON 4, D, C.

April 20, 1946.

Pl S
Corporal Alexander F. Petruzela Sl et o SR o
War Department Personnel Center, e N R et
Fort Sam Houston, Texas. Renisi - sk g

Dear Corporal Petruzelg:

you will please find en '

closed herewith a Questionnaire
form, power of attorney and fee agreement form, together
with a memorandum of explanation as to their completion, R SR

‘ ﬁ* I
We trust that these documents will reach Yor | 5
safely and that it may be convenient for you to eccord |
them your early attention.

T B R | | Very truly yours,




@. 6. State dates of various promotions in grade.

X Fromoted Trem “rivate to :r::::.l ;

nswer: Jm “ 1 . m‘ $Xae ” “.
from Frivate hnt ﬂhn to Vorporal b

dals, battle S And an op o

? G!’Im 8 exvie
ervi um'“

@. 7. State medals, letters of commendation, campaign me

decor whighdtlet e Spilial, oviceke zy HiobeBy
1 Service Yiripe, Mﬂmt-g:i enee

Answer:
Bronse Star, American Thea
Facifie Nedal (Theatre) with 3 7 sronse

Defense Hedal with 1 Brons
when my yecords are completeds

Q. 8. Where were you stationed on December 7, 1941?
A% Fanpsngs, ¥ort Statesenburge, Fhiilliplue, Islunds,

Answer:

Q. 9. Describe in considerable detail your personal activity and experience from that date, or if. you
entered military or civilian service at a later date, from such later date until your unit was for-
mally surrendered to Japanese Forces. (Use additional sheets of paper for answer and mark

ilmlnex 1”‘}

1

Q. 10. E-}ive a shurt medmal histﬁry tu da.t.e of entry in servic.e Give name or names and addresses of

Dh?sici%;sﬁ wlwa . mrrn 'is:‘;e tatements. i “'. N re _l i J“ ‘
Answer: -m h m imm me tu. un m becattse ke is my

f "

@. 11. Give a short medical hmtury durmg service together mth name or names of physmmns who
may corroborate statements. -

I had Hglaria while :hunu Al th mmntu. *;nmn

Answer: This wae ia about November of 1941, This vas at
Station “ospital of Fort Jtates Panpangay ¥+ L.
i don't recall tie name Of the doe "m:ru id':um

war Degele

Q. 12. Describe your physical condition at the 'tjm--q' of surrender, aim PRt St
cians who may corroborate. o

1 had Halaris and Mumg a*nuﬂmin
wer: date of surrendex, 1 .d. eare uuu
S :gh:.: -mmmm Then Iﬂj %"ﬁﬂm ne.

n Wnundﬂd If 8o, d&&ﬂﬂbe t'he nature and_ A ur wounds or iIljllI‘:[Es and

eatment you nad received from U, g % nf yﬂaﬁiﬁﬁﬁ o other physicians,

Q. 13, Have you Pee
¢ Medical Officers or PhYEiﬂlans whﬂ Eﬂ?e ,.L

what if any ¥
g.iving na,m&s (0]

Answer .







|
i
|

1 besame deathly siok and was taken from my &
with another group, Ve ryode gll day and spent
I can't remall, The next moming we |
march. 1 marehed about 10 kilometers and
sick. é laud in & diteh for a fev hours
campe. Yor about two months I was so sick
wvere fed rice every day and had to deo
about 10 kilometerd every day. This last
taken to Cabenata 1 where we were MTIA
Manila on about Neov, 1, 1942 and m;“ at
arrived at Osaka Japan on Hove 29, 1
Prison Camp at Tanagua.

» 1 WBS
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Q. 14, Describe in considerable detail, on a separate sheet qf pa d mark
Per an

€Xperiences from the time of surrender to th
_ ¢ Uime of your grrival at

«Annex 2,” your DPET
the first Prisoner of

Q.

15. Give the names and present addresses of at leas
and can corroborate your statements,

U three companions, if possible, who have surv.

last address that I know,

Mbuuh. Intutu,mu.., Bigh S’lea
E»mu “treet, lr‘nm;m. '

ve been publish'g'd.e!cr& g :ﬁ‘a‘f&!

s Fhox
ow Xork

Q. 17. Does your name appear in any of these published descriptions. If S0, indic
ca
number, ‘e the article ang page

Answer: i don't know,

@. 18. How long were you at the first Prisoner of War Camp?
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Q. 18. How long were you at the first Prisoner oI War Camp?

Eovenber 1942,

Q. 19. Describe the camp in considerable detall making mention ¢f the manner of shelter provided,
mess arrangements, sanitary arrangements, work assignments punishment ‘for infractions of
camp rules, medical examinations and treatment, and all othe, comment which you have any reason
to believe might be helpful or of interest in determining the measure of damages to be awarded you,

Also give name or names and present address of persons who may corroborate your statements in
whole or part. Give this answer on separate sheet of paper and mark “Annex 3.”

Q. 20. Were you ever denied any appropriate medical treatment?

Answer: ’“i ‘!hq did noet 31"‘& me any Qm“’ r.r e |
the shrapnel wound, 411 they did was $0 let z :“‘:1' nBd
for a time. I did receive ocomsional Deati g s

8% Vatings while I was
8ick and wounded - |
ot e g Bttty The amount of food thet I received vas

was sick and wounded 8nd ungble go work,

Q. 21. Describe in considerable detail

your personal experience andﬁie Tesult on
mentally. e |

you physically and

¢

ria attacks ever) Tew Ve an

Answer:

12 ounces of rain
iy it f.:' hogs ¢

4 oo
Holdede There was & T ag NS

ne 1 Pl
'S do .3'33
almost every day,







Q. 22, Identﬂy by name and rank the Japanese Officers and Emﬂlerg who in any manner mistregtegd
YOU, indicating the dates and form of mistreatment, Physica) or mental

Answer;The only name thatl remember is TEEAGL, H, wvas a8 intrepreter,
He claimed that he was a oivilian. He beat me for mot working
hard emough to suit him. This was from Hoyenber 1942 %o May 1944
He beat me on various occasions.This wag 511 over my body. Ve
Were beaten even when we were sick, Soldiers and also civilians

took part in the beatings.
@, 28, Describe any indignities to your person,

4nswerWe were cursed out several times per day. One Japnese word

that I remember is BACARO, Just what all ve vere called I don't
recall, : .

Q. 24, Give dptes of transfer to various Prisoner of War Camps. |

| ' ‘kept oy ¢
From May 6,1942 to Yune 1942 we were kept o g, ...
O fune we were taken to Cabaneta 3, hd;;if rﬂ: ayed $411 B
1942, We were then taken to Japan and Srft¥el thepy oo }"n.
’ 1942.1'11!.! was the rm. rs ¢ E Ihy“ " ®

d then 100 of us were Saken 10 "y o - re ti1)
:‘, 12::::!1:-%1& till ;!.Ph 1?45 when We pL 1;&3::{.
Q. 25. 'ahen'a;' Yod Srrive? What was the name and location of the camy +hed

A ed at Cabaneta 3, # I in June Yeq
ansuet;paaka Camp, Nove 28, 1942. Arrived al's . “::‘!"“fu,



Scribe an ltreatmen
g Y ineidents in connection with your transfer which wiy rend 10 establish ma
r ch w
hen Weé Were shi _ e put in the
PPed Ifrom the P I to Japan wt "%5e. of SPacSes

bott |

Ve wg:;a;h ;kahip faoh of us having about 3 84 £ ed

and could not 323. :2:;3“‘ :‘w:laaiguilh Vg were EL to lack d"f

rof \Ge W& could not g tede
M; HFJW had ¥4 errea. There were no ttﬂgﬂ:‘*ﬂth oot

Q. 27 £k men dai :
vg'fhe %&e, p?aaze a}aﬁu?&aﬁge Efr sjr.og; liberation,

.‘w’ W ' - .
Answen ére liberated on September 6, 194 g train in
rnl;ahm. The Americans told the -iny?‘nz;ef::mmp us theres

@. 28. Describe your physical condition at the time of your liberation. What was your weight at the
time. What was your normal weight.

Answer: + Was in poor healt suffering from showk , malnutrijion,
nervousness, haviang bad teeth, very weak in general, and
generally rum down., I them weighed 134 pounds. My normal

weight being about 197 pounds.

Q. 29. When, where and from whom did you first receive medical attention after yoyy, 14 eration, giving

name, rank, and present address of physicians who may corroborate.

67 ; _ edi ttention aboard the Honrni. o

answer: 1 first received medical attention a S Joepi gy
5G0I on September 6, 1945, % don't \

| Pilp, AT m'll::rn?;u a Dr. Frice(Capt) wity :u i

:itt?‘d:::t:::; his address.He is from “aliTodng,,
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Q', 44. After Capture and while a prisoner of the Jap
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i th ¥ ro0d? Describe.
'."‘_“. 0

@. 47. Did you see any prisoners become exhausted and fay any marches that you made

: 0ub duyi
after a prisoner of the J apanese. If your answer is in the &igliiti"e state what happened to
' . 1r :

those who fell out, and furnish names and home

addlresses, it possible

Answer: X was the first one to fall out so 4 touldn’'t see the others,

they put me on the side of the road and lert me there and later
came after me with a truck,

Q. 48. 'Were you ever transported by ocean-going vessels from one prison camp to another? What was

the name of the vessel, the date of trip, and the ports of embarkation and destination? Did the
ship carry marks to identify it as carrying prisoners of war?

Yesjliame of ship is unknown, Date of trip-- Octs 28, 1942,
A1v%ieft from Manila, P, I. and went to Osaka, Japan, Arrived on
Hove 28, 1942, 1 do not know if it was marked ascarring prisoners
of war but we Were herde# inte the botiom detk in overcrowded
quarters and Japanese troops were aboard on the other decks.

@. 49. Was your ship ever attacked by aircraft, submarines, or Surface Vesgplg
foregoing question is in the affirmative, state in detail what haPPengq 3

tack. If there was more than one atta.pk, describe these in detail, gi‘ﬂng
far as practicable,

. shells landed near by the Japanese ¢},

‘*”3‘”‘?&:;' ;. :uwﬁ;.}“me was between the P 1 ang
15, 1942, Some of the boys were wnrkinghn'd;}k -
boinw; They then fired thelir guns for abou ‘

all was quiet,

f your answer to the
ring and after the at-
date and locations as

SN e 2



ng. "r' "ﬁ;ﬂ tﬁvw‘ W wewawRy R

@. 49, Was your ship ever a,ttacked by

Ioregoing question is in the
tack., If there was more th
far as practicable,

o the
aircraft, submarines or surface yessels: L NG ani:fer t;e at-
a.fflrmative state in detail what ha.ppened quring and al % tions as
an one attack describe these in deta.ll gi"mg oo thig

Yes, 4 sh 11; th

Answe . e 1Mﬁ¢ﬂ near J Wﬂ that
from a submarine, This was h?tnﬁ; tﬁﬁmag 5 Taiwan about
15, 1943:. Some of the boys were working om ﬂm and were bramt

below. *hey them fired their guns fm-: bout 15 sionutes and then
all was quiet, - e

@. 50. Were you ever located in’' a Japanese prison camp that was adjacent to or’ very near military ob-
jectives such as power plants, munitmns plants, railroad ya.rds etc. If your answer to the fore--
tes a,nd name the ea,mp or camps.
mng quostlon is in tk e a.fflrma ive, gwe 2
Answer: thﬁ dr}' dﬁﬁkﬂ ﬂﬁﬁ'ﬁ tﬁ thﬁ MF y&rﬁ 5Hﬁ '&1 ﬁl.

whefe you 'ﬁi'eme ioéat,éd haire | a-liy . Mfm cﬁ“ Markings to identify them
" t mps : . ; - . I-I. . _ | | -. ‘%.';Ihh. ":' 'I ol | % | '

. 51. Did any of the ca et R i T

5 as prison of war _camp-ﬁ';:, o =

fi_-:h_}rhil | ’
Answer: ]..* o A S
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Describe the character of work assigned to you while a prisoner of war, and ;he me m‘”’ .
“hich it was performed. What pay were you to receive and did you receive all sums due you? If de-

ductions were made, describe them. Ii you believe a balance isﬂ dua ( *w you ar-

2 4 - AR
rive at the figure stated. % ke R T
Iwarked 107 a thme in @ rock “Uayy wita shLdang
cgontinously in dengers A ales worked in dzy decke an
vocks vere felling and ay lile Was QURSANONSAY A8 Carg
about two weeks I serked Su a fuandture feebery ivadi
i pever had suificlent clother Nor Tosd, Ve w
per month but ofted were nib .ﬁun allyiant
Anerican cenditionsthe work that 4 4id wes w
ealtied at leant 8 90« ke Jogaunese paid

62. Please incorporate any additional information or cumment which you have ‘any reason to believe mt iE
might be helpful or of interest in connection with the consideration of your claims. :;5953

In the dlaim of wages that 1 make shove 1 didnot inglude
Yhat I should get for my ruined haoalthe. The qﬂ tha &7
they did to my heslth and the mistreatment that 4 reseived
while if their priccner should Yo worth at iesstd100,000,00

and thie I believe ie akeing s very suall sucsust.l heve
suifered physicel and msataldefsots t wiil stay with ne oo long
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