To - G(.}ul': ]-r-.lﬁ:-'l L'.‘-Clm;.umd.
¢/ 0 isr COffice, London, W.C.

From: lieut S.S. ARNOTT, 2nd Pn The Best Surrey hegt,
0C British end Americsn FaQW.
Noe 13b (AGKI) Cemps Jepsns

Subject: Heport on conditions gt the sbove FOW Cemp from Mey 1943 -
August 1935.

The following report is suamitted for infofmetion. Atteched flesse find
the following doouments -

L. Wer Disry. II.Reparts on incidsnts of msl-trestment of Prisoners
of Wor. IiT. Medical Recordse IVe Roll of Honows. V. Fccrd of Hed Croas
reélief supplies received whilst in this csmp. VI. Nominsl Roll by Regiments
Of #1l men in the ceme VII. RecOomendetions on bshslf of one officer snd
three men who paxformed exceptionsl services whilst under my oo gnd.

On the 25th of April 1943, s perty of 1500 Dutch, Australisn snd British
Prisoners of war left Chengi cemp, 3Jingspore. This party wes designated "G
Porty, end wes under the commsnd of Major Glesgow, AASCe lie were esubsrked on the
Jepaness merchent ship "Kyckko Meru" which srrived st MCJI on the 2Cth Msy 1943
after stopping ot Cepe St Jequss, French Indo~Chins, snd TAKCA, Formoss.
Conditions snd trestment on this trensport were feir. Accoammodstion wes orsmped,
but the men wers sllowsd on deck for four hours deilys The mein troubls wes
csused by leck off propcr medicsl sitention. There wss no doctar m boerd,
medicsl supplies were negligible, snd the whole burden of medicsl cere rested
on the shoulders of our Regimentsl orderlies who did magnificent wark. On
errivel ot MDJI, the 300 British troops were sepersted from the Dutch and
Austrslisns. Ve trevelled from MUJI to ACMI under comfortsbls conditions.

Generel conditions.
" 1. Aggomodetion. The ceup sres wes sporoximstely 60 yds by 60 yis. The men
ol were housed in fivs rooms scomodsting between 30 snd 65 men. The hosmital wes
susll oontsining seven beds. Cookhouss, weshing md lsvetory fsoilities were
h sdequates Letér on, when new groups of men srrived, the csuip wes sltered snd
# very slightly enlerged to socommodste 540 man. Teking into considerstion the
1 oircumstences of our life, #nd the normsl stenderd of living of the Jepenese
T I would ssy thet, on the whole, the socoumodetion wes ressonsble.
I.ﬂ
3 2. CL ng. During the first winter the wen suffered through hsving no
] chenge of warking olothing. Aftcr this, I think that the Jepsnese did sll in
their power to supply us with essentisl articles.  The only resl shortage wes

~of boots end socks, and the Jepenese themseflves, even the gusrds, used to
) rags round their feet becauss they had no socks, snd most of them hsd no

8« During the first few months in the cemp, the food supplied wes
degustes A mixture of rice, bsrley, end s kind of millet, totselling
PO grems per men deily wes issued, together with sbout 90 kilos of
e for 300 mens Fish dew wes supplied omce or twice » week, when
‘would receive sbout two ounces of fish. At this time there were no
seription. I emosrtein thet the grest mejority of desths in
 the totslly insdecquste Reding during these first few




/ .
e Mall Services. The receipt of meil fram hame in the osmy, compsred with

‘ soms others, scamed to be feirly goods But there were meny men who received no
" Ball ot sll, slthough it wes Obvious thet their femilies would be writing to
‘hem.  During our 2 yesra stsy, we were psrumitted to send six letters or
:ﬂs‘--f:arr]a hame, snd lster on 5, of the ogsmp could send wirecless messsges sasch
monthe Cables from home were received by sbout 100 men.

Se  Nark. The warking perties were msde up into the following groupss
(:} Furnsce parties. Apmroximetely : of the csm wes doing this kind of
worke The furnsces were old=-fsshioned snd subjeat to frequent blow-outsl
These chbused saversl socidents in which men ware ssverely burned. The
protection supplied for the body wes insdeguete but sirdler to that
supplised to Nippon woarkers.

During the cold weether this type of work wes poruls® with the men,
but during the summer months when the temparsturs of the fwrnsce rooms
ws3 more then 120 degreses F, men suffered grestly end meny of them
wers put o’ their food for long periods, with the result thet they
repidly weskeneds The work wes continuous in two twelwe-howr shifts,
with » chenge-over shif't of 16 hours every 5 dsys. These were the
seme hours ss worked by the Jspsnesa.

I(ly Qﬁm During the first two swmers snd sutumns spproximstely
9 of oanp worked in » nesrby gusrry (limestone). This wes manuel
lsbour of the herdast snd lowsst typs. Trestment by the Jsosnese
civilisne in charge wss wvery inconsiderste and the number of destha in
this perty shows the effect it hed on the men. Of the originsl perty
in 1943 totslling 95 men - 20 wen died. The proportion of desths in
cther psrties sversged 15i, es sgeinst this 25:. As regerds the gensrsl
A trestment ~ I would like to add that the chief ofender wes remwed fram
4 his job by order of our Cemp Commendent, eft:r I hed reported seversl

' osp8s of msn being struck with sticks.

i B 100 Americen soldiers srrived in the csmp in April 1944 snd 8 large

5 - nunber of them weres sent to work in the gquerry s few deys leter. They
o B suffered grestly through ill-heslth end wesiness. O(ne msn = 3gt Cohan -

J 1. wes killed by # felling rock, snd in snother sccident two men suff ored

‘/ ' = severe injuries, one of themheving his leg emputeted. Alter continuous

i} representstions had hﬂnﬂg the Jepenese, all wark wes stopped in the querry
in lovember 1944.

(o) _M The bulk of the remdnder of the men wers working in
the factory on werious teskss Sane were shovelling besic slag and cosle
Others were csrrying cosl and coke in boxes on the beck - very wmnplessant

work
wark

A few msn vere employed on more skilled work such ss sheet metsl
Por sbout one yssr there wes one rest dey in ten, after this,

ts. During the first eight months st the cemp, no entertsin-
: ind wes permdtted with the exception of cerd pleying ef'ter 12 noon
daya. After this time we were peruditted tolsve » comcert on rest day

A few musicel instruments were supplied, snd e gremophone. Leotures
6re not permitted. There were spproximstely 100 books in the osup
i® by the WMCA snd Americen Red Cross. In the summer of 1944 a feow
des on rest deys were conducted.

- 4 full 1list of Red Cross supplies received whilst in
Generslly spesking, these were totslly insdegusts,
to food snd footwesrs The Jespenese in sdditinn made
- individusl food boxes snd tsking out one or two smsll

98 not until Jenuery 1945 that I wes sble
ntents of one of the boxss. Whe



e

Us Trestment of officers. As oompsred with whet I have hesrd from
Other osmps, trestment of officers hers since 1944 hps been quite good.
On three cocesions the sutharities hsve threstened to flsos of Ficers

on helf rstions if we refused to do s certsin mount of light wark

such ss gerdeming. (n esch ocossion we refused to do s0. They/ uslly
Put us on helf retions for s period of sbout 10 dsys, but when they
reslised thst we still did not intend to work, they sgein inoressed

Ol retionss Onoe they did this we wlunteeted to csrry out spere-time
gerdening work. During the lster months it wes the prectioce to hold

s conference oncse # month with the Ceup Commsncsnt snd his Serjesnt.

At these oonfersnoes metters of gensrsl routine snd tresiment wers
discussed fairly end fully snd very good results wers cuteineds The
stmosphere st these conferences wes most friendly, snd I honestly
believe thet the oprortunity which they geve us to exilein our point af
view round a tsble wes e of the best snd fsirsst moves the J & LeNese
mededin this cemp

10. Megdiosl osre. ithen this party left Singspore, the Jspsnese
spécificelly ststed thet no doctor would gohith it. As 8 result there
wes no qualifiedmedicel sttention during the voysge, snd until lovember
1945 there wes no prisoner doctor in the csmp. Between lsy and
Noveuber s Jepsnese dootar would oocssipnslly visit the camp snd exsmine
the sickest men. For the first few months the suppliss of medicine ;aress-
ings, e€to. were slmost negligible, but in the letter helf of our stay
thess things were sveilsble in quite large quwntities. From the outset,
the policy of the Jspenese hss been to send every possible msn out o
Wark. Mpny desths snd serious illnesses heve been csused by this
thoughtless policy. During the first eight months, it wss » cammon
prectice for the Cemp Commsndent himself, or ome of his staff, to send
- sick men out to work without the suthority of smny doctor, or sven of
the Jspensse ledicsl Orderly.

At the beginning of November 1943, Commsnder Cechs, USN, asrrived
st this cemps At this time there wergbpproximstely 150 men sick in
camp, snd the Jepsmese were beginming to worry to some sxtent sbout the
situst ion. However, Camisnder Cechs's sutharity to decide whether s msn

wes fit to work or not was only very scentily rscogniseds. In March
- 1944, Ceptein Pizer, US Army Medicsl Corps, errived, snd stsrted » policy

ot of go-operstion temered with firmess which eventuslly resulted in his
i obteining slmost complets control of the sick persdese In order to do

14 this, however, Ceptein Pizer himself hsd to send meny sick men to wark
who should heve been resting. Fram the time of his srrivsl onwsrds there
E‘ . were only five desths in the csmp, end one of these wes cesuzed by s qusrTy

= socident. With the arrivel of Ceptsin Rizzdle, US Army Medicel Corps
E.; ‘ snd » perty of 200 men from OSAKA in Msy 1945, further control of the sick
Pparedes wes obtsined by owr own coctors

n. WEMM For the first three snd s half
months, the sdministrstinn of this osup wes entirely contralled by the
smys. The treéstment giwen to prisoners wes, I belisve, similsr to thst
given to nmew reoruits in the llippon ermy. The punishment for even the
smpllest offences wes, to e Western mind, brutsl snd uicivilised; but
eport from the ceses in the sttached doounents, there wers no bestings
given which csused lesting or reslly severe injury. Howsweyr, the sifect
the men, both physicelly snd mentslly of continuous slsyping snd
pting eventuslly showed in low morsla, poor heslth, snd in msny ceses s
spirit end desths The officer in cherge of the csmp, Lisut.
7 5 & young snd irreésronsible fool. Vo doubt he wes doing his
8 own estimstion, snd in » few weys he took sn interest in camp
; But he hed no cmsiderstivn far the sick, end he wuld punish
ting to hear sny possible ex;lsnstion. In Jenuery 1944,
arrived in this cemp, snd so influenced the Csmp Commendsnt
id to improve immedistely. In April 1944, Licut

; m in which he had sent so meny of owr men
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the rcmeinder of our time s semi-civilisn gusrd wes on duty. The
sdministreticn wes csrried out by civilisns sssisted by semd-militsry
clerks employed by the srmy. Whilst the ermy wes entirely in chsrge, my
Powsr of commend wes in no wey recognised, snd intermsl discipline had
to be cerried out in secret. Aftsr this, until Noveuber 1844, although
1 wes not of ficislly reoognised es OC, nevertheless I wes laft pretiy
much slone. Jame disciplinery docume nts werse then unfortunstely
discovered during s sesrch, end Iwss rsked to sccount far these, md for
my discbedience of Jepsnese orderss After some oonsidersble trouble,

1 waa warnsd thet should I sgein discbey their orders, I should be sent to
the punishment osmp et Tokioe But st the seme time I suoocecded in
obteining permission to desl with minor disoiplinsry misdems pnours
Thencef arth, the word "minor" wss very lcosely employed, but two csses

of theft from the Jepenese centrsl stores hsd to be reported when they
threstensd conmmel punishment if the of f'smi ers were not turned over.
These men wers punished very fairly, snd much more lightly then they
would have been in the British or Americsn armies 1

Throughout the mriod of It Yosisswe's rule here, the of ficers
hsve pdopted » polioy of ressmsble co-operstion with the Jesnese
suthorities, end we believe thet this hes resulted in our obtsining more
end more omtrol in intemel mstters, snd much less interferemcs fram
the Jepere sé. (noe they ssw that we could run cur own sffsirs snd
disoipline, they ususlly lef't us sloms to do so.

\ Taken #3 » whole, snd spprecisting the strioct limitetions in
supplies, snd the normsl stendards of living snd customs of the Jerenese,
I 'l::‘.'l.ﬂ spy thet the genersl trestment in the lest 18 months hes been

(Sgd) STErHEN ARBCTT,
I&.nu‘l’:.
The Zsst Surrey Regt.
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