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From: Commander Alr Group lwenty Six.

) i TR~ History Unit, Op-33-Jd-6, Office of

ditorial Research.

Subject: History of Air Group Iwenty Six - Submission of.
Reference: (8 ) Aviation Circular Letter # 7Th=L4i.
Enclosure: (A) History of Alr Group 1wenty 3ix.
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PART I
CHRONOLOG
1, Date of Origin: 10 January 1945.

CVEG-26 was reformed on this date in accordance with Commander
Fleet Alr, Seattle Confidential despatch 10175¢ dqated January.
Ensign bdeger H. Buns (Al )L 366417 assumed temrorary command of
the tighting Squedron. Lnsign Clinton H. Hartzell (Al)L 414104
assumed temporary commend of the Torvedo Squadron. The Air Group
consisted of a torpedo sqguadron and a fighting squadron. It had
an assigned complement of 18 K6F-5 and 12 TBM.

2. Nemes of Commending Officers:
Name: Paul V. Thompson

Alr Group 26 nank: Lt. Cdr.

VF=-26 nometown: San Franecisco, Calif.

pates of Command: 17 Jan. 1945 -
29 June 1945
Neme: George R. Palus

Air Group 20 Rank: Lt. Cdr.

VF=26 Hometown: New Castle, fennsa.

vates of Command: 8 July 1945 -
1 Nov. 1945

Neme. Thomas L. Andrews

Torvedo Souadron 26 Rank: Lt. Cdr.

Hometown: Amarillo, Texas

bates of Command: 19 Jan. 19L5 -
1l Nov. 1945

3. Transfers of Comrmends:

Next higher echelon of command: From To

ComFair, Seattle 1/10/45 - 5/15/45

Comfair, west Coas 5/15/45 - 6/13/L5

ComAirFPac. 6/13/45 = 11/1/L5

L4 L] - i - 1 ™ i
he Significent Changes in function:

Alr Group 26 was reformed as an Lscort Carrier Air Group (CVEG-26) !

There were no changes made in its functions.
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5« Fhysical lMovements of Unit:

(a) During the LT 1ining period within the continental limits of the

United 3State

NAS Seattle, Vash. 10 Jan. 45 = 22 Jan. 1€ LS.

NAS Pasco, Wash. 22 Jdan. L5 - 28 April 1945.
AS Arlington, ash. 28 aApril 45 = 15 L.ag' 1945,
AS San viego, Calif. 15 May 45 = 13 June 1945.

(b) Outside continentel limits of United States:

On 13 dJune 1943, CVEG-26 was embarked in the U.S.5. ANTIETAM
(CV-36) for transport: t;an LD Pearl Harbor. This was in accordance
with ComFair West Coest Secret despatch 071953 dated 7 Jdune 1945,
The Air Group arrived at Pcarl Harbor on 19 June 1945 and was im-
mediately transferred to NAS, Hilo, Hawail arriving there on 20 June
1945. FPeriod at WAS Hilo extended from 20 June 1945 until 19 July
19,5,

Embarked in U.S.S. WHITE PLAINS (CViE-66) for transportation

31 July 1945: Embarked in U,S.3. SANTEE (CVE=-29) at Guam.
6. Actions 1ir * ed
All actlions of Alr Group 20 took place saf'ter the cessation of
hostilities with Japan. ihe Alr Group OOk art theresfter in the
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evacuation of i1 ¢ island. The occupation
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landings at Vlekayeama, Japan and kure, Japan

Formosa 5 September 1945 - 9 September 19L5.
akayama - Septeumber 1945 - Kure - October 1945.

7. Loss of fersonnel.,

ss of personnel through enemy action.

'he Air Group had no lo
re killed:

f'he following officers wer

Lt. Cdr. V. Gang 99101

I

September 1945
1945

9
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tnsign C.W. Colemen LOZ2713 2 February
15

snsign C.F. Salne 362859 August 1945

S
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PART I1

'“I_EQ at NAS Seattle on 10 January 1945,

Alr Group 206 was Ire
L.* departed for overseas duty carried

40or tne next 1l>5> days ,
on an 1intense trainlng rulzgm ln accordunce with Comrfalir, westv
Goast treining syllabus., ‘Ihere were no outstanding problems that

confronted the air group prior to 1t's de artﬂra Tur overseas
duty. The &l1r Group was given & "WELL DONE"™ by ComFair, Seattle
on the occasion of it's transfer to the San Diego area on 15 leay

1945,

pproximately a month 1 ter the group was transferred to
NAS Hilo, Hawali for the cor Lr—,-t?cm of its treaining. Wwhile at
this st DLDH the Air Group Commeander Lt. Cdr. F.V. THOMI'SON, USN
waés killed while on & night Field Carrier Landing rractice flight.
T : | USN assunied command of

- e LL @ __,.'-J, el

shortly thereafter Lt. C
the Alr uroup.

Under orders from ComAirPac. the air zroup proceeded to Guam

where it was embarked on its narent cerrier the U.S,-2. SANT Y
{ ".’__J-r:,{/' D
All »tbions of Alr Group Z |H{els), place after the ceszation o

hostili th s with Japnan.
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