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¢/0 Fleet Post Office
San Francisco, California
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HEET NOJ
L{.':-"-l':— . S
Froms Commander Carrier Division TWENTY-SEVEN (CTG 77.1)
W «~ Commander in Chief, UNITED STATES Fleet.
Via : (1) Commander SEVENTH Fleet.

(2) Commander in Chief, PACIFIC Fleet.

Subject: Report of Evacuation of United Nations Prisoners of War
from FORMOSA (Taiwan), 29 August to 9 September 1945.

References: (&) PacFleet Conf, Ltr, 1CLe45 of 1 January 1945,
(b) Com7thFleet Dispatch 010140,
(¢) Com7thFleet Operation Order 345,
(d) ComCarDiv 27 Operation Order 2«45,
(e) ComCarDiv 27 Operation Order 3=45.
(f) EsCarFor Instructions (TFI-1l4).

Enclosures: " (Ag Subject Action Report, -f.° ;
v (B) Annex'"A" ta Subject Action Report.-¢.'
~(C) Annex "B" to Subject Action Rapor'tp\ N\

1, Task Group 77.1, while proceeding in company with minesweepers
from Leyte to Korea, was diverted to Nerth Formosa to aid and evacuate POW
before the occupation, On arrival near Kiirun at 03001 5 September in the
wake of a typhoon, two (2) DEs were detached for entry into the harbor, From
daybreak on, alreraft patrolled, reconnoitered and dropped messages, and
finally at 10001 began to supply POW from Matsuyama Field, The two (2) DEs
returned in the evening with 312 evacuees, The remaining movable POW were
evacuated by DEs the next day, At 23451 6 September the Task Group departed
for Manila with eleven hundred and sixty (1160) liberated men,

2, The subject action report, consisting of Enclosures (L)
through (C), is forwarded herewith,

( ; o
i SO /(.L /‘(/1/;{7{1'/\__
D, KETCHAM,
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Subject: Report of Evacuation of Allied POW '“cm Northern Formosa
29 August to 9 Scntember 1945,
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PART I - BRIEF SUMMARY

A, This action report covers the period from 29 August to 9 September 1945.
In this period TG 77.1 proceeded from San Pedro Bay, Leyte, P,I., northward
to vicinity of Okinawa and was then diverted to Kiirun, Formosa, Here its
planes and ships prrticipeted in the evacuetion of and provided medical care
for twelve hundred and eighty-one (1281) Allied POW from Japenese POW camps
in northern Formcse, Eleven hundred and sixty (1160) Allied POW were trans-
fcrred in TG 77.1 to Manila; one hundred and twenty-one (121) were evacuated
to Taihoku, and there ploced under the care of British TG 111.3,

PART 11 - PRELIMINARIES

£, Composition of TG 77.1 follows:

1G 77.1 Air Supnort Cover Group - Rear Admiral D, KETCHAM, USN,
(Commander Carricr Division 27).

T Tedeld Carricrs ~ Rear Admiral D, KETCHAlN, USN,
Commander Carrier Division 27)*

(CVE-106) BLOCK ISLAND (F)
(CVE-29) SANTEE

*Ceptain J, V. PETERSON, USN, in USS SANTEE, Second
:n Comnand,
W el Screen -~ Comdr, D, H, JOHNSON, USKR,

(Commender Escort Division 57)%*

(DE-326) THOMAS J. GARY (F)
(DE-327) TPRISTER

(DE-328) FINCH

(DE-329) KRETCHIE

** Lt, Comdr, C, D. LE HARDY, USNR., in USS FINCH,
Second in Commend,

TU 77.1.2 (A0-78) CHEPACHLT##

% Task Unit 77.1,2 joined 1 September and dep-rted

3 3‘ 3T t.r'-:v b!.,'?" 1._{:.'1{,,5 -

B, TG 77.1 wes originelly ordercd to provide air cover for TG 71,2 mincsweepers
along the route through the East China and Yellow Seas to Jinsen in the
Keijo Arce, This rcgion was to be subsequently occupied by U.S. Army Forces,
Enroute TG 77,1 was diverted from this mission and ordered to meke air drops

of food and medicel supnlies to POW in northern Formosa and to effect their
evacusrtion as quickly os possible,

-
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C.

From the time of lcaving San Pedre Bay 29 August until arrival off
Kiirun, Formosa, this Task Greup conducted flight operations daily
as necessary excent when prevented by weather, Then it maneuvercd
to clcar the severeost arca of the typhoon and to support the small
craft of TG 71.2 until danger wes no lonper imminent,

r

PART III - CHRONOLOGY

At 13381 29 August 1945, TG 77,1 sortied from San Pedro Bay, Leyte,
P,I., enroute to the Jinsen arca of Korca, Enroute to rendezvous

and while sperating in company, this Task Greup furnished the best
acrological information available to TG 71,2 to assist in avoiding
the typhoon center, On the 30th routine LCAP and IASP sorties were
flown, From 31 August through 4 September air operations were suspended
due to hecavy seas caused by the typhoon, During this period TG 77.1
steamed various eourses and specds to escanc the heart of the typhoon
arca, At @900I 1 Soptember TG 77.1 rendezvoused with TU 77,1.2
consisting of tho CHEPACHET, escorted by thc WALTON, The AO joined
TG 77,1, the DE procecding on duty assigned to Okinewa, At 18351

the BLOCK ISLAND pulled out of formation and stcadicd down in order
to facilitate an emergency anpendectomy, At 18451 TG 77,1 rendez-
voused with TG 71,2 in Lat, 239-20'N, Leng, 1279=40'E. For the
remainder of the dey and 2 September both groups nroceeded on courses
from N to NE, later shifting to SE to avoid the typhoon center., The
disturbance ccnter wes 308 milos west moving in & northerly direction
and showing indications of rc-curving to the NE, Slow specds were
necessary to kecp in compeny with TG 71,2, ®n 3 September TG 77,1's
mission to Korca was cancclled and it was ordered by Com7thFlect

to procced to northorn Formosa to evaeuste as cxpeditiously as
possible all POWs in thet arca,

At 07031 3 Soptember 1945, the CHEPACHET was detached from TG 77,1

and dirceted to report to CTG 71,2 whieh then nroceeded to Okinawa,

At 1200 TG 77,1 sct ecourse for the Kiirun Arce, Formosa, By 4
Septembey the sea had calmed somewhat and this Thsk Group snent the day
preparing food nnd medical supnlics and planning the best means of
dropning them to the POVs, At 15301 Coloncl A, D, COCLEY, USMC, and

a londing party of Marinc and Navy medicel personncl of the BLOCK
ISLAND, trensfcrrced to the GARY to deport the next morning for Kiirun
Harbor to initiste POW evacuation,

Beforc dawn on 5 Scptomber plancs from this Tesk Group took off for
Kiirun dng.Tojhoku, Sincc there hod been no prior communications
whatever with anyono on Formosa, onc of the primary missions wes to
make mussage drops (sco Anncx As in strategic placcs such as Admin-
istration buildings ncar Kiirun Harbor, Matsuyama Airficld and POW
camps, Tho purposc woa to inform the Japs that we intended to land
and would doemand thc utmost coomeration, Thesc mossages werc cxpoertly
dropned by Ceptein Jamcs SECREST, USMC, who saw some of them nicked
up by the Japancsc, As will appear these messages helped to pave the
way for our ¢ntry., In addition our plancs mado a show of forcc, photo-
graphiec runs, reconnaissance of thc entire arca and covered the
escorts,
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At 0300 5 September the GARY with the KRETCEITR procceded to Xiirun

Harbor with the Marine dctachment and corpsmen transfecrred on 4 September,
During their appreach they were covered by planes seerching for mines; four
were sighted and two destroyed, Reconnaissence and photo plenes reported
Matsuyama Airficld operational and also spotted threec POW camps, No's 1,

4L end 6 in the Taihoku arca, It was then determined to run the risk of
landing one of our plancs at Matsuyama Airficld to establish liaison ashore
as quickl: as possible, At 10101 Captain Dick JOHNSON, USMC, accomplished
this mission in a TBM-3 carrying staff lieison officer Major Poter FOLGER,
USHCR, who was mct by the Nipponesc Commander of the airfield, A erxr wes
immediately tommandeered and he was driven to the prison camps to dectermine
the most urgent nceds of the POW, This information was flown beck to the
Flagship by one of thec F6Fs covering Captain JOHNSON's landing, In short
order »lanes lo~ded with proper medicines and food were landing on Metsuyama
Airficld, 9500 pounds were delivered during the day.

In the meantime, radio contact with Jap Navy Radio Kiirun was cstablished
by the GARY, A harbor pilot was ordercd to mect the ships, The Japanese
local Commanding Officer was commanded to be prescnt ashore, Both of these
demends were complicd with, This wes none too soon as the DEs, despite the
best provious Allied Mince Information, werc in the micdlc of off~shore
mincficlds, This risk had been talken duc to the urgency of the situation,

On docking at 11351 Coloncl A, D, COOLEY mct with the following Allicd
Represent tives:

Commander D, L. JOHI!SON, USNR, Americal Reprcsentative, ComCortDiv 57,

Ceptain J. J, O'BRIEN, USICR, Amcrican Represcntetive zCommunicatinna),
Marine Air support Group 48.

Chicf Yocman J, L, DICKSON, USNR, (Recorder), ComCarDiv 27.

Coloncl H. J. KILPATRICK, British Var Officc, Hongkong (Scnior Officer,
POW )

Lt. Colonel H, ¥, GLATTLY, U.S. Army Medicol Corps (Allicd POF)

Major F. !, GRAZEBROOK, Royal Engincers (Allicd POW)

Lt. John A, MAC LELLAN, USMR (Mcmber, AGAS)

Lt, John L, SEHON, USNR (Mcmbcr, AGAS)

Lt. Villiam T, COOX, USA CAC (Momber, AGAS)

Hwenz Tin Yan, Chincsc Official Adviscr to AGAS POV Party, China Theatre,

Plans for immedictc evacustion were discusscd and edopted end leter prescnted
to the Japancsc delogation which consisted of:

Commander Scto, Japancse Nevy (Acting Senior Officer Present)

Ceptain Fujio, Japancse Navy,

Colonel Murazawa, JapanescArmy.

Lt, Nishimura, Japancsc Navy (Intcrpretcr)

Gengo Suzuki, Profcssor of Busincss Administr: tion, Government College of
Commcrec, Taihoku, Formosc, (Interpreter),

- 5 -
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A request for specifie medicines wes radioed to the Flagship, This comple-
mented the informotion received by ComCerDiv 27 from the plone which had
landed at Matsuyama Airficld,

As deseribed in Annex #B a train was scheduled to pick up POY from Camp #1
thet oftcernoon, with the result thet threc hundred and twelve (312)

cvacuces wicre moved aboard the two (2) DEs by 17401 5 September for transfer
to the BLOCK ISLAND and SANTEE. Colonel A. D, COOLEY and his party rcmained
overnight in the city of Taihoku with the AGAS tcam, A furthcr conference
was hcld with Japanesc represcntatives Major Mokamoro and Professor Suzuki
and POV represcntatives Coloncl Kilpatrick, British Army, and Licutcnant
Coloncl Glattly, U.S. Army, Mcdical Corps, Detailed arrangements werc made
to cvacuate Camps 74 and #6 the fellewing morning,

These arrangements were carricd out cxaetly as planncd and loading was
complcted at approximately 14301 6 Scptember., A total of cleven hundred

and sixty (1160) prisoncrs of war were cvacuated, leaving a total of onc
hundred and twenty onc (121) prisoners of war at the Japancsc Military
Hespital, Teihoku, Formose, Of thcsc, cighty-two (82) werc non-movable
potients, and the rcmainder, doctors and medical personncl. This information
was dclivercd to thce commander of thce British Task Force at Kiirun Harbor

end to thc AGAS tecam,

The prisoncrs of war rceccived aborrd thc BLOCK ISLAMD and the SANT'E were
given baths, beds, foed, clothing and medicel treatment and made comfortable
for thc night., Before dawn on the 6th our plancs hoed again petrolled the
skics over Kiirun and Teihoku, Suppert was furnishced to the DEs GARY,
BRISTER, and FINCH, who lcft the Task Group at 05041 to procced to Kiirun
Harbor and cvacuatc the remaining POV, At 1001I the KRETCEMER left the

CVEs for Kiirun Harbor to perticipatec in thc cvacuetion, Onc minec was
destroyed by VF during the DEs approach to the harbor,

About 1030I this Task Group rendeczvoused with British TG 111,3 consisting of
1l CVL, 2 CL, and 2 DD undcr the command of Rcar Acmiral SERVIES. At 11201

a Japancsc harbor pilot was taken aboard the British Flegship, arrangements
having been mode the day before by the shore reprcscntatives of CTG 77.1.
The British Task Group immediatcly moved off toward Kiirun Herbor and made
cntry in the aftcrnoon, Complying with CTG 77.1's recquest, thc British then
tock over the air patrols for the remainder of the doy and assumed care of
the onc hundred and twenty onc (121) POV who had to be left in Teihoku, At
14451 all four DEs deperted Kiirun, By 23371 all of the POV had been re-
distributced and TG 77.1 left for Manila,

Weather,

On 1 Scptember a tropical storm was located to the south of the formation
which at that timc was on coursc of 000%n the vicinity of Lat, 23°-16'N,
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Long, 127°20'E, To avoid the disturbance course was set to the northeast
until 1200T 2 September when course was changed to the east, At 20001

2 September the iﬁrhﬂtlﬂn headed south till noon 3 September at Lat,
23°-55%, Long. 130°-46'E, The center of the storm having passed to

the north and west of north Formosa, a westerly course was set for Kijirun.
See Track Chart for path of typhoon,

Positions,

29 August 1945, 0800 1005410 -~ 126°-151E
30 August 1945, 0300 O_33IN = 1260=27'E
1200 1&0-29rn - 126°=2€1E
2000 16°%=121N = 126°=46E
31 August 1945. 0800 P ABIIN - 127 °L10'E
1200 19 ©_30tN - 1@7 ~19'%
2000 21%-16'N - 127°=27'E
1 September 1945. 0300 220-56IN - 1270—321E
1200 23 <291) - 127 =30!E
2000 23°%37 =~ 127%4 'E
2 Septerber 1945, 0600 2a°-55fﬂ - 128°-37'E
1200 25 © 061N « 129°<10'E
2000 ALCLTIN - 1309=16'E
3 September 1945, 0800 23 =32'N - 130°-47'E
1200 22°-561N - 130°-~361E
2000 230.06'N - 139°-13'E
Iy Septerber 1945, 0800 23°%-281N - 126°-37'E
1200 239341 - 125%-301E
2000 29384 - 129°-3218
5 September 1945, 0800 2L°-53N - 122°-31!'E
1200 25°.001N ~ 1220-43'E
2000 250.00!N = 1220-09¢E
6 September 1945, 0800 250-121n ~ 1220-281F
1200 25%.08N - 122°-051F
2000
7 September 1945, 0800 23°-05¢K - 121°-59'K
1200 2202231 - 1210-30'E
2000 21004 "N = 120°«58'E
Septenber 1945, 0800 18926 'N ~ 120°=111'E
1200 17°%=321N = 119%%=591E
2000 15°%431N - J199=371E
9 September 1945 0600 14°«2L N = 120°=L1'E
0800 Manila
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PART IV - ORDNANCE

A, Ne ammunition expended,
Be No enerny surface fire, torpedoes or bombs were encountered,
.ix mines were sighted and four destroyed by VF,

PART V = DAMAGE

Ae Battle damage to own units,
1, None,

B, Battle damage to enerny units,

le None,

PART VI - SPECIAL COIQMENTS AND INFORIATION

Ae Surface gunncry operations,
l. Nonc conducted,
B« Alr Oczerations,

Flights conducted and availability of aircraft arc shown below:

DATH SORTIES ABOARD AVAILABILITY
BIOCK ISLAND SANTEE BLOCK ISLWND SANTEE BLOCK ISLAND SANTEE
30 August 8 LCAP l, LCAP 19 VF 18 VF 19 VF 18 VF
I, LASP 2 LASP 12 VT 12 VT 12 VT 12 VT

31 hugust - 4 September no flights (Typhoon)

5 September 8 TCAD 29 TCAP 19 VF 18 VF 19 VF 18 VF
2 TASP 7 Special 12 VT 12 VT 12 VI 12 VT
3 Photo
8 Receo,
L, LCAP
1 Passenger
14 Special
6 September L, Supply 19 VF 18 VF 18 VF 18 VF
12 VT 12 VT i3 VT XL VE
7 Septerber No Flights 19 VF 18 VF 18 V' 18 VF
12 VT 12 VT 11 VT &l ¥X
& Septenmber 1l Pass, to 1 Pass.to 19 VF 18 VF 18 VF 18 VF
Manila Manila 12 VT 12 VT 11 VT 12 VT

- 8 -




DECLASSIFIED

Authority: E.O. 13526
By: NDC NARA Date: Dec 31, 2012

C-0-N-E-1-D-E-N-1-1-A-L
Amphibious Action,

c.

D.

1,

Covered in Chronelogy and Annex B

Special Comments,

1,

e

be

Se

Combat Information Center,
(a) General performenec setisfactory.

Radio Communications,

(a) By sctting up patrolling aircraft as linking stetions $o relay
messagoes on suitable froquencies, redio communicetions were
rapid and rcliable, This reduced thc mistakes which would
have been made in délivering supplics to POW and in completing
arrangcments for their care and evacuation, Therc were no
anparent deleys in receiving orders from higher authority, 1In
submitting radio reports, higher preccdence than usual was
sclected, It was important to got the POW sut of Japanose
control before further harm could bec done thiem as long as
Formose remaincd unoccupicd by Allied forcecs. Since the only
VHF frequeney availablce to thce DEs was 140,58 megs,., this
choennel had to be used for plane to DE communications as well
ag for air-sca rcscue traffic cven though normally it is
reserved for the latter.

Usc of Smokc, Camouflage, Deception,
(2) No comments,
Navigation,

(a) Loeation of mine ficlds in Kiirun and Takao region were obtaincd
and delivercd to ComPhilSecaFron,

Engincering,
(a) No engincering cifficulties were cneounterod during the operatien,

Supply.

(a) Due to wuather and the urgeney to arrive at Formosa only two
cscorts verc fucled,

ledical

(a) The medical officer of the FINGH was trensferred for temporory
additional duty to the SANIEE in order to make wse of his
profcssional qualifications, Only fifty (50) of the hoalthicst
of the POT were loft aboard cach DE.

(b) From tho humanitarian viowpoint the layman eould not help but
obscrve the dolight of the POW to be frce and the immediate
imorovemont in their spirits and health, This was duc not only
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to mcdical carc and restoratien of the reasoneblc conforts of

life, but also to the little things a man's family does for i
him when he is sick, hurt or exhausted, Theose were done by in-

dividual members of the erew for coch POW, It wes touching

to the point of bringing tears to thc eyes of the most hardencd

obscrver,

Speeial Featurcs and Ineidents,
(a) No eommcnts.

PART VII - PERSONEL PERFORUANCE A'D CASUALTIES

TR

A lct down in cfficicney eftor tlic signing of surrcndor terms might
1ave becn expected but such was not the case; all honds partiecipated
with a will.

On¢ officcr, Lt, Comdr, Victor GANG, 99161, liC, USNR, of the SANTER
was swept over borrd from the forcecestle and drowned., His bedy was
rceovored shortly therceftcer by the FINCH, >

PART VIII ~ LESSONS LEARNED, CONCLUSIONS, AND RECOIIENDATIONS .
Acrology ond Air Opcrations,

1, Activitics during this operation were curtailed beeausc this pericd
wag the transitionory ctage from war to peece, The air operations
scheduled werc cerricd out by tho SANTEE and BLOCK ISLAND in a
satisfactory menner, The folloviing rceommendations arc made:

(a) Weather reports were meogoer, For oporations in the typhoon
bclt the maximum number ef weather roports must be supnlicd,
Mor¢ woonther plancs should be scnt out telocate the eactuel
movoement of dangerous storms. Aircraft have demonstratcd their
value in this rospcct, Numcrous renorts from & small number
of aireraft would elarify the wcather conditions and in turn
holp to eoordinate tho oxpeditious movemont of shipping., While
the typhoon throotened, OTC chosc eourscs which offered the
best chanec of survival to smell craft in the mine swecping
groun, Theso deeisions wore based on combined zerological
oninien of the two CVEs and the COs aftor & frec oxchange of
informotion to reconeile appearcnt disagrecment, The acrelogists
of both CVLs contimually prsscd back cnd forth information {
concorning the tyvhoon and rccommencations to avoid it, After
the first day of rough weathor they had informal confcorences
on TBS=2, poolcd thcir iders and informetion, end made thelr
rccommondetions to OTC aecordingly, This proctice is reccommende
cd, for in onc instancc conflieting oninions of the rorologists
wero receoncilod when it was ascertained that onc wns lacking a
gignificant dcspaten, The future ooth of this typhoon ceuld
not be nrodieted relicbly so the immodiate motive was to aveid
the sterm ecnter, taking a coursc normel to its track whenever
possiblc, By eliminoting any known bottor cholecs 1t appuarcd.
that the best solution to the problem was obtained, Reports

e]1(0e
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of previous fleet experience where this was not done led to
this practice, Anyone who has to avoid a severe storm with 6
knot small craft needs plenty of sympathy and the best weather
advice from Fleet Viecther Centrals, as well as from a loeal
acrologist, COMBINE THE BEST INFORMATION AVAILABLE /AND
RECONCILE APP.RENT DIFFERENCE OF OPINION IF POSSIBLE,

(b) TFighter belly tanks were cut and used to carry supplies for
cmergency cyops in POW camps, Although they were not actually
dropped, the ideca has merit in that planes without bomb béys
can be used advontageously for this or similar duty, Had it
been nccessary, the two carriers involved in this operation
could have 1anded adequate supplies in a very short time by
dropping tha tanks in a clear area at low spced from an altitude
of 20 to 50 feet,

Supply and Matariel,

This Task Grogp was not prepared for an evacuation mission of this
tyre. ‘Great shortages existed in such items as cots, mattresses,
linens, and bl}ankets, The passengers were made comfortable by
"borrowing" such items as neccssary from members of the crew,

Cargo parachutes werc nonexistent, It was planned to use belly tanks

as food carriers on the fishters, The torpedo bombers were to use
canvas bogs for this purposc, It is believed that these could have been
safely drovped from an altitude of 50 feet had it been necessary,

Ships Stores and Small Stores of shaving articles, soap, clothing,
and writlng paper were greatly depleted, The fact that this mission
involved a short period of time helped the supply problems greatly,
Other shortages would have become evident as time went cn,

Summaey of provisions and stores dropped and expended from 5 Septenber
to 9 Septenber 1945 for eare of passengers:

12 Tons of provisions landed,
20 Tons of provisions expended aboord ship,

32 Tons Total,
6 Tons of clothing and small stores cxpended,

Given no time or additional facilitics for the assigned task, the
evacuation of POV from Formosa wes carried out quickly and smoothly,
However if proper radio frequeneies had been assignedto the AGAS
group already ashorc or their receiver schedule known, supplies
might have becn landed sooner,

Although free drops of food and medical supplies would be practicableg:
extreme carc nust be exercised, Four POW were killed, scveral wounded,
and considorcble material damage occasioned by apparently indiscriminate
drops from B-29's scveral days prior to our arrival,

- 11 »~
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De to the sudden dlverson of this Task Group to Fornosa, ACI officcrs
had to start from scratch in the preparation of intelligence material,
The necessary liaison in coordino®ing procedures and information was
worked out by informal conferences over TBG=-2 between the respective
ALlr Operations and .iCI Officers, ‘
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ANNEX "
10
1G 77,1 ACTION REPORT

PERIOD 29 LUGUST « 9 SEPTEMBER 1945.
From: Commander TASK GROUP, end Commander Carrier Division

TWENTY-SEVEN, United States Navy,
To @ Imperial JAPANZSE Commander, Army and Navy Foreces,

TATHOKU=-KIIRUN, FORMOSL (TAIWLN),
Subject: Carn and Evacuation of /Allied Prisoners of War,

References: (a) Terms of Surrender signed by Representatives of

the United Nations and Representatives of the
JAPANESE Empire at TOKYO, JAPAN, on 2 September
1945,

(b) Orders te Colonel A, D, COOLEY, Commanding
Officer, Marine Air Support Group FORTY-EIGHT,
United States Marine Corps.

(¢) Orders to Commander D, H, JOHNSON, Commander
Escort Division FIFTY-SEVEN, United States Navy.

The Japanese Commander of the TalhokueKilrun Area
will execute the following requirements:

1, A harbor pilot to meet two (2) United States
Destroyer Escorts at the entrance of Kiirun
Harbor at 0700 Tokyo Time, 5 September,

MESSAGE DROPPED
BY PLANES

2, Three (3) harbor pilots te meet two (2) British
Cruiecrs and one (1) British Destroyer at 1100
Tokyo Time, 6 September at 250-09' N - 122°-07! E,

3. All harbor pilots must have full information
on minefields in area,

L, Berths will be required for two (2) light
cruisers and one (1) destroyer,

5. Communications will be established immediately
with these vessels and the fleet at sca over
600 meters calling NKAQ using ecall signs JJJ1,

6, Competent authorities will be mresent the
morning of 5 September at Kiirun Harbor to
eonfer with representatives of the Allied
Governments embarked in the United States
Destroyer Tscorts relative to the evacuation
of United Nations prisoners of war and civilian
internces,

MESSAGE DROPPED
BY PLANES
Ia."l -
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7. The safety and well=being of all United Nations
prisoners of war and cjvilian internees will be
scrupulously preserved. Delivery of supplies
dropped and landed for United Nations prisoncrs
of war and civilian internees will be insured,
Fach camp or other place of detention will be
marked with letters "PW" 20 feet in height with
yellow or black background reading Southwestward,

D, KETCHLM

Rear .dmiral, U,S, Navy
COMMLNDER T/ASK GROUP and
COMMLNDIR CARRIER DIVISION T 'ENTY=SEVEN

MESSAGE DROFFED
BY PLANTS

MESSAGE DROPPED
BY PLANLS

/b
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TO

TG_77,1 ACTION REPORT

PERIOD 29 AUGUST - 9 SEPTEI'BER 1945,
5 Soptembor 1945,

Fron: Cormander TASK GROUP, and Commander Carricr Division
TVENTY=-SEVEN, United Statcs Navy,
To Inperial JAPANESE Commander, Army and Navy Forces,

KITRUN, FORIIOSA.
Subjects Carc and Evacuation of Allicd prisoners of rar from FORIIOSA.

Refcrences:  (a) Terms of Surrender sirnod by Representotives of the

United Nations and Roprescontatives of the JAPANESE
Enpire ot TOKYO, JAPAN on 2 Scptember 1945,

(b) Orders to Coloncl A, D, COOLEY, Commanding Officer,
llarine Air Support Group FORTY-EIGHT, United Stotes
Marine Corps.

(¢) Orders to Commandcr D, H, JOHNSON, Commander Escort
Division FIFTY-SEVEN, United Statcs Navy,

1, Officors named in reforonces (b) and (c), and such other
officors as may be delorated to assist them, arc empowered by me, as
Representative of the United States Government and the Unitod Nations,

to arrange for:
(a) Carc and Evacuntion of Allied prisoncrs of war;

(b) Establishment of adequote communication facilities between
the United States Naval Task Group Commander and the Come
nander of Japancse Army and Navy Forces on FORIIOSA;

(¢) Berthin;: or mooring of two British cruiscrs and one British
destroyer which will arrive XIIRUN on 6 September 1945;

(@) Sceuring of the latest navipational charts and mineficld
locctions in this arca, and;

(0) Scrvices of Japancsc pilots to bring desigmated ships into
KIIRUN Horbor on 6 September 1945,

COPY OF ORDEKS PRLSLNTED BY COLONLL COOLLY
TO JLPLNESE COMM.NDER

2o Representatives named in references (b) and (¢) are heroby
emporierod by the United States Government and by the United Netions to
comnandcer tronsportation as nocessory in the oxecution of these
missions, compensation for any such transportation furnished to be made in
accordence with existing internctional law and agrcements,

e Witnoss my Hand and Scal, and the Scal of the Government
of the United Stotes, affixed at sca this date,

D, KETCHA!
Rear Admirel U.S, Navy
COiI"ANDER TASK GROUP and
COiJANDER CARARIER DIVISION TWENTY-SEVEN,

B=l /7
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5 Scptember 1945,

Fron: Cormandor TASK GROUP, and Commandor Carricr Division
TUEITY-SEVIN, United States Navy,
To Coloncl A, D, COOLEY (03903), Cormanding Officor,

Morine Air Support Group FORTY~EIGHT, United States
Marine Corps.,

Subject: ORDERS,
1s Upon rceeipt of these ordora, you arc hereby directed as
chrcsantntivo of this TASK GROUP and CARRIER DIVISION to procced to

KIIRUl, FORI.0OSA, in cxccution of tho follou1n, nissions:

(a) Emcrrcney cerc of all sick Allicd prigoncrs of tar,
assuring as sorn as possiblce that adcquate medical
supplics, food and elothin; arc furnished to subjcct

prisoners of wox;
(b) Arrancoment for tho ovacuction of all Allicd combatant

prisoncrs of wer;
(¢) Evacuation of all prisoncrs of war other than those

nentionecd in sub-paragraph (b) herecof,

s You 1ill furthor have in char;e the following; listed
officors and nen of this TASK GROUP and CARRICR DIVISION to assist in
excevtion of those missions and in the porformance of other tasks
as a8sirmed: |

Cantein J. J. O'BRIEN (013152), U, S. Harinc Corps;
DICKSON, J. L., 610 12 06, Chicf Yoonan,
U, &, Naval Roserve (Rocorder)

3 Upon completion of assi.ned nissions, you will tako
charye of the officers and men listed in Pararaph Two heroof, and
roturn to this command,

D, IGTCHA"
Rear r.dmlral, U.S, Navy
CC TANDER TASK GROUP and
CCl | ANDIR CA‘FIPR DIVISION T NTY-SEVEN

/€
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5 Scptomber 1945,

Fyoms Conmander TASK GROUP, and Commandcr Carricr Division
TVWENTY-SEVEN, United Stcotcs Navy.
y (- B Commander D, H, JOHNSON, Cormander Escort Division

FIFTY-SEVEN, United States Naval Rescrve,
Subgect: CRDERS,

1. Upon reccipt of these orders, you arc hercby dircected to
procccd to I'TIRUN, FORMOSA, and upon arrival procccd with tho oxceution
of the followin: tasks:

(a) Establishment of roliable and adequate comrunication
facilitics between tho Japancsc Commander of Army and
Maval forces on FORIIOSA, and the Commander of this
United Stotes Naval TASK GROUP, in aceordance with
instructions to be iven by memorcndum,

(b) Arrangenent for Japancse pilots to conduct British
ships safcly into KIIRUN Horbor on 6 Scptomber 1945,

(¢) Arrangcnent for borthin: or moorins of two British
cruiscrs and onc British decstroycr ot KIIRUN Harbor,
FORIIOSA, on 6 Scptember 1945,

(d) Sceurin: of latest naviiational charts thich rive the
location of minc ficlds, and all other obstructions or
dangers to naviration in this crco, such charts and
information to be deliverced to you immediately and to
the British Commandor,

e Upon compleotion of the above mission, you will roturn
to your command, ond rosunc your regular dutics,

D, KETCHA!
Rear Admiral, U.S, Navy
COIT ANDER TASK GROUP and
COI'T’ANDER CARRI''R DIVISION TUENTY~SEVEN.

Be3
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ANNEX "B" To TG 77,1 Action Report, Period 29 August = 9 September 1945,

7 September 1945,

Froms Commanding Officer, Yarine Air Support Group FORTY-EIGHT,

To Cormander Task Group SEVENTY=-SEVEN POINT ONE and Commander
Carrier Division TVWENTY-SEVEN,

Subject: Evacuation of Prisoners of War from Fo?mosa - Report of,

Reference: (a) Your Orders dated 5 September 1945,

Inclosures (A) Transcript of Proceedings of Joint Conference between

Col, A, Dy Cooley, USMC, and-Japanese Officials aboard
UeSeSe GARY at Kiirun Harbor, FORMOSA,

& In compliance with reference (a) I proceeded aboard the U,S,S,
GARY, arriving at Kiirun Harbor, FORMOSA, at 1130 ITEM, 5 September 1945,
During the approach to‘Kiirun Harbor communlcations were established with the
Japanese radio station, Kiirun, A delegation of Japanese emissaries enumerated
in enclogure (A) reported aboard immediately upon docklng.

2e At the conclusion of this conference, I proceeded to Camp No,
One and supervised the evacuation of the 312 prisoners of war located thereat,
These prisoners were placed aboard the destroyer escorts by 1750 5 September
1945, and the ships departed Kiirun Harbor,

Je I remained in the city of Taihoku with the AGAS Team until the
following morning, During the evening at the hotel, a conference-was held with
the Japanese representatives, Major Mokamoro and Professor Suzuki, and Colonel
Kilpatrick, British Army, and Lieutenant-Colonél Glattly, U, S. Army Medical
Corps, prisoners of war at Formosa, and mysélf, During this conference detailed
arrangements werc made to evacuate Camps No, 4 and 6 the following morning,

e These arrangements were carried out exactly as planned, with
loading completed at approximately 1430 é September 1945,

De A total of 1160 prisoners of war were evacuated, leaving a tétal
of 121 prisoners of war at the Japancse Military Hospital, Taihoku, Formosa, This
informdtion was delivered to'the commander of the British Task Force at Kiirun
Harbor, and to the AGAS Tean,

be While on FORMOSA I inspected and had photographs taken of all
camps, Conditions of the camps were deplorable, particularly regarding sane
itation, The appearance of the prisoners was particularly depressing, All
were suffering from malnutrition, No detailed evidence was taken of the
treatment of prisoners, but such information ¢an be obtained from the AGAS
Team and from the prisoners of war themselves, The attitude of the Japanese
officials with whom I came in contact was very cooperative, They apparently
nave accepted the inevitable, and were willing to assist me in the evacuation,

B - %4
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7 September 1945,
Subject: Evacuation of Prisoners of War from Formosa = Report of,
Te I wish particularly to c¢all attention to the splendid

sérvices rendered by Licutenant John A, Maclellan; Lieutenant John

Le Sehon, both of the United States-Naval Reserve, and lst Liéutenant
William T, Cook, United States Army, members of the AGAS Team, They
had carried out preliminary arrangements and emergency aid to prisoners
In a most efficient and intelligent manner,

JﬂL.. D. COOLEY

B -85
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ANNEX "B" To TG 77.1 x'kction ROport, Period 29 August = 9 September 1945,

5 September 1945,

Transcript of Procecedings of Conference Aboard U,S.5, GARY this date between
American Representatives and Japanese Military Commanders on FORMOSA concerning
evacuation of Allied Prisoners of llar from FORMOSA,

Present s

Colonel A, Do Cooley, USMC, American Represcntative;

Commander'D, 'L, Johnson, USNR, American Representative;

Captain J, Jo O'Brien, USMCR, American Representative (Carnnunications) 3
Chief Yeoman Jo Le chkﬂon, USNR (Recordcr)

It, John A, Maclellan, USNR (Member, AGAS)

Lt, John L, Séhon, U“NR (Member, AGA3)

It, William T% Cook USA CAC (Wenber, AGAS) ;

fwang Tin Yan, Chincsc OfflClal Advisor to uGﬂS POW Party, China Thcatre

Colonel H, J, Kilpatrick, British War Office, Hongkong (Senior Officer, POW)
Lt, Colonel H, W, Glattly, U,Se Army lMedical Corps (Allied POW)
Major Fe M, Grazebrook Royal Enginecrs (Allied POW)

Commander Sato, Japanesc Navy (Acting Senior Officer Present)

Captain Fujio, Japanese Navy

Colonel Murazawa, Japanese Army

It, Nishimurd, Japancse Navy (Interpreter) 3

Gengo Suzukl, Professor of Business Administration, Govérnment College of
Cormerce, Taihoku, Formosa, (Interprﬁter)

Col, Cooley: ‘here is the Japanese Commander of Army and Navy Forces on Formosa?
Is the senior officer herc?

Intgrpreter: He is not here now,

Cole, Cooley:t 1Is one of these officers present the senior officer on the Island
at the present time? .

Interpreter: Yes, Commander Sato is a Staff Officer and represents the Senior
Officer of the Island,

Col, Coolcy: Read this paper to the rcpresentatives assembled here,

Interpreter:s A translation hids alrcady been prepared and has been read by the
representatives, It was dropped by a plane,

Coly Coolcy: Very well, First, I want transportation to the prisoner of war
camps and to the airfield,

B =36
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Interpreter: How many cars will you need? ' |

Col, Cooley:
Int?rpreter=
Col, Cooley:
Interpreter:

Col, Cooley:

Interpreter:
Col, Cooley:

Interpreters

Col, Coolcy:
Interpreter:

Cole Cooleys

Interpreter:
Col, Cooleys

Interprcters

Col, Cooley:
Interprcter:

Col, Cooleys

Interpreter:

Lt,~Col, Glattly:

Three, I think they are gvailable out here now,

Yes, we will arrange that,

I want sufficicent transportation to move 348 men this afternoon,
On a train?

Cars and trucks would be better, but if the train is available right
now, it will be all right,

Arrangements will be made to transport them by train,
Can you get the 348 men here by five otclock?
The Division Officer of the Camps doesn!t know about this matter,

We will have to make arrangements with the officers in charge of
the camps, 'Thich camp do you want to move?

Camp No, One, on the way to the airfield,
At the latest, what time will it be nccessary for the men to be here?

1700 today, e want them all here so the ship can get underway at
1700 ITEM time, which is also five ofclock Tokyo time,

Can't you prolong it any more?

I want to load thece two ships to get out tonight,

The Major is going to the camp right now to make preparations but in
order to get the time definite at 1700, it is not possible to say
for sure,

How long will it take to transport them by train to this doeck?

About onc hour,

If they leave there by 3:30 that will give you plenty of time, It
will give you three hours,

The Camp is about four or five miles away from the reilway station,
Suppose we had the prisoners at your station at 3:30, Then
can you move them by train to here and get here in plenty of
time to pull out by sunset?

B~ 87
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Interpreter:
Co... Cooley:
inverpreter:

Cols Cooley:

Interpreter:
Col, Cooley:
Interpreter:

Col, Cooley:

Interpreters
Col, Cooley:
Interpreter:

Col, Coolcys

Interpreter:

Col, Cooleys

Interpreter:

Lte Col, Glattly:

Interpreter:

Lte Col, Glattly:

Interpreters

Do you think you can get them to the train by 3:307
Yes,
Are the prisoners ready to depart?

By all meansl Col, Glattly, will you make preparations for enough
trucks to get them to the station from the camp on time?

Wle will bring the train to the station very near the camp,

1

No, One Comp is the one we are evacuating today, you know,

Yes, wo cor biding the train nearly there,

¢

You get your men going right now to arrange for trucks to the train,
and for the Lrain, and we will follow it up,

If you arc in a hurry, we can't prepare a very good train,
We want a train that will run well enough to get here with the men,
Do you want to scnd someonc with the lMajor to the Camp?

Yes, Ve will send !lajor Grazebrook, And now, tomorrow we want to
transpert all the rest of the prisoners except the few who cannot
be moved, That will be about 900 altogecther,

Tomorrow?

As soon as possible tomorrow morning, have them at this dock, We
want them here around noon or 1300 at the latest, We want them
aboard and underway by 1700 tomorrow afternoon, Use &1l the
facilities you have and move them as fast as’possible, We will
need all the ambulance railway cars you have,

How many beds do you need in the cars?

We had two ambulance cars in our last move, buft there are two
other camps you will have to have cars for now, If you have
two ambulance cars that can make the trip twice that would be
sufficient,

Do you need sleeping cars?

Yes, VWe must get the men stretched out flat,

If you can give us the number of pcople we can arrange for the cars,

B~@
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te Coly Glattly: We want accomodations for about 100 such cases,
Intcrpreter: How many have to be carried on stretchers?

It, Col, Glattly: About 100, How many ambulances can you provide tomorrow to
help carry men from the camp to the railway station? Or we
can take trucks and fix them up,

Interpreter: We can use all ambulances and if that is not enough we will furnish
trucks with mattresses., We also have a number of stretchers,

Lt, Col, Glattly: The railway station is wery close to Camp Four, Ve would like
to have the cars made aval lable to load direct from the camp
Four Hespitals (General arrangements were then concluded for
details of cvaecuation by Lb, Col, Glattly and Japanese
representatives),

Cols Cooley: Do any of you gentlemen have anything further you wish to discuss
with these representatives?

It: Col, Glattly: I think our arrangements are satisfactory,

Col, chley: Howr many altogether, and what nationalities, are these prisoners?

Ite Col, Glattly: About 88 Amcricansy & dozen Dutchmen; about 3 Australians,
and £he rest British, Altogether the total PO'T strength is
1281,

Col, Cooley: Explain to these representatives that they are to remain and discuss
with Cormander Johnson information of a military nature which he
will need during these operations, Ve are now ready to go to the
Ca.mps 0

(Japanese representatives remained on board with Comnmander Johnson, and remainder
of party departed for Canp No, Onc,).
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