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CVE=106/A16=3 U,S.S, BLOCK ISL/ND (CVE=106)
Serial: 097 Fleet .ost 0ffice
San Francisco, California
j A= o
b 9 Septenber 1945,
!E EH-F- |u|hﬁ'=ﬂ-:- [-th
Frém The Comnanding Officer,
i0 ConnandereineChief, United States Fleet,
Via i El) Connander Carrier Division TVENIY=SEVEN (CTG 77.1)s
2) Connander Seventh Fleet (CTF 70),

(3) ConnandereineChief, United States Pacific Flect,

Sub je cts Action Report = Evacuation of Prisoners of Var fron Formosa,
29 lugust through 9 Soptenber 1945,

Reference:  (a) PacFlt, Confidontial Ltr, 1 CLei5,
Enclosure: / (4) Subject Action Report,

1. ~ In accordance with referenc (a), enclosure (4), is subnittod
horevith,
J T{. {":.f."a; O /"“ :f:.fl ..i-'--,-fl.f {;(_...
WILLACE 1, BE

Advance copics to:
Coninch (Readiness Div,) (1)

Cincpac (3)
Con/iirPac (1)
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1, Carrier Division 27, of which the U,S,S, BLOCK ISL.AND (CVE106) is
flagship, on 5 Septouber established contact with 1273 United Nations prisoncrs
of war in Northern Formosa and by evening of & September had conpleted evacuate
ion of all movablo persomnel (1152), This ship provided aeriel reconnaissance,
show of force, and cover for the entry of the escort vessels to Kiirun Harbor,
landed the first planc on the island, and transported by air provisions and
medical supplies for early reliof of the prisonerwofewar canps, O0f the pers
gsonnel 47& vwere evacuated to Manila on BLOCK ISLIND,

2¢ This report covers the period fron sortic fron Ioyte Gulf on 29 August
1945 until anchoring at lianila 9 Septenber 1945,
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Lo Gonposition of Oporatine Rrge

7711 Carriers,

BLOCK ISLND (CVEw106), Rear Adniral Dixell KETCHAI (CTG 77.1)
SANTEE (CVE=29) .

7162 Logistics,
CHEPACHET (AO=78)
(Joined up at 010900 1 Septenber, Departed for Okinawa 0715
3 Septenbor) o
Tde3 Escorts,
GARY (DE=326) (ComCortDiv, 57)
BRISTER ([E=327)
FINCH (DEw328)
KRETCHIER (DEw329)
Mr Group Enbarked on BLOCK I4./ND; LiCVGel

B, Prelininarics,

Original nission was to support mine sweepers clearing nines in
Yellow Sca off West Coast Korea, under CIG 77,1 Op Plan 2e45 of 29 August
1945, Bocause of delay in avoiding typhoon, as well as changes in tactical
situation at higher cchelons, the TG's task was changed to liberate PON's
fron Northern Formosa, accordance Con 7th Fleot 010140 Septembor and CIG
77.1 Op Plan 3«45 (prouulgated by dispatch), .
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(Chxon . icgl dgoount)
(Seo Track Chart, Anmox II,)
. Jugust = 3 Septenbox

Sortied with Task Group fronm Leyte wlf, P.Il., proceeding northward
toward Nansei Shoto for proposed entry into East China Sea, With approach
of Typhoon fron south, nancuvered J1 Jugust 3 Septonber to north and wost
to avoid typhoon and to support lilnesweeping Group (TG 71,2) while $yphoon
conditions prevailed,

d=dsenionbor

. Stoaning from aroa about 200 nilos southeast of Ckinava toward Northorn
« Fornosa, At 1530 4 Soptenber one squad of licrines, under comnand Col, 4 D,
COOLEY, USIC, ConMarC.iSDel, was discnbarked to go aboard U,S,S, G.RY ([Ee326)

for night, At 1800 nadk first radar contaet with Formosa bearing 201 about
158 niles, Steancd northward approxinately 50 niles offshore during night,

2. eptenbor

Oporated with 77,1 about 50 niles east of Pt, Bito Kaku,
0300 = DEs GARY (326) and KRETCHMER (329) wore detached to procecd in to
Kiirua Harbor,

0615 = Launchod 8 VF for roconnaissance of Kiirun Harbor, liatsuyana Adrficld,
and site of POW ecanps, and to provide show of force, OUne fighter soction

to nake nossage drops in koy points, vith instructions fron CIG to Japaneso
comnander for providing safe entry of .icorts into harbor, and insuring safo=
ty of prisoncrs of war, Also launched 4 VF for LCAP,

0730 » Launched 2 VF(P) and 1 VI(P) for photographic nission over objoctive
points,

0915 « Launched 2 VT for TASP and 4 VF for TCAP over cscort vessels entoring
Kidrun Harbor, Launched 1 VI which landod at Matsuyana dirfield, ncar
Taihokue Reprosentative of CTG conforred with Jepancse, visited PON canp No,
4 noar city, and by redio mecuested inmediate delivery by plane of food and
nodical Blmpliﬁﬂ.

1215 « Launched 4 VF with food supplies stowed in droppable gas tanks to land
on Matsuyana Adrfiold,

1350 « Launched 6 VT with food and medical supplics in bonb bay and in radio
conpartment, to land at Matsuyana Airfield,

15X - Launched 4 VI and 4 VF for supply run to Matsuyana with speclal emergency

nodical needs and rations, VI took off fron airfield innediatoly after delivery
and provided TCAP for sortie of destroyor cscorts fron Kiirun Harbor,
S
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043 = Lying toj about 25 niles off ncu'*t-,llnnst coast of Formosa, connencod
taking aboard liberated prisonerseofswar fron GARY (IEe320), transfer being
effected by notor whaleboat, .

2335 =« Completed taking aboard 157 United Nations liborated priscnerseofewar,
being principally British survivors of sicge of Singapore, with sonc American
survivors, battles of Bataan end Corrcgidors

o.Septenbor
Renained off northeast coast of Forncoa during night,

0550 = ConCortDiv 57 in charge of three cscort vessels was detached fron
fornation to procced in to Kiirum to ol .ct evacuation of remainder of
prisoncrs-ofe=tiar,

0700 « Loaunched 4 VF for supply flight and TCAP over escorts,

0953 = Aftor rocovery of TC.P aboard this ship, remaining cscort vossel was
detachcd to procecd Kiirun,

1021 « Rendezvoused with British force, TG 111,3, HMS ARGONAUT (CLe161), Rear
Adnirel 3PRVALS ReN., BERIUUDA (CLe163), and QUIBERON (DD=D20), which was one
route to Kiirun Harbor to assist in ovacuation of PON  These vessels prococds
ed on to harbor, .

17,0 = Lying to, brought GARY and KRETCHMER on port cuarter for transfer of
liberated prisoners of war, Landing party, with C4, 4, D, COOLEY, USIC,
returned aboard,

235 = Conpleted transfer of personncl, having recoiwod aboard 326 liberated
prisoncrs of war for a total of 474,

The Task CGroup sct course to proceed to lanila,
*=-2-2aptenbex
En route to Manila, In accordance with CincPac dircctive, conmenced
cruising at night with running lights and truck lights showing, and undor

nodificd darken ship condition, Entered ilmila Harbor and anchored Borth
128 for discharge of passenger personnel at 0800 9 Septonber,

PAGE IIT 4
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RART LV (Hot opplicable)

BART Y (Not applicable)

A, (Not applicable)
B, [dr Operations,

1. Table of Sortics by Days, (Sce /nnex I).

26 Tables of bonbs, rockets, etc, (Not applicghlo)e
3e Ovn losses and rescue operations, = None

ke Danage to enocny, (Not applicable),

Do Night operations, = None

6, Searches flown, = Routino

Te Photographic Sortics,

On norning of 5 Septonmber, as the Task Group approached Northern
Fornosa, three photo plancs (2 VF(P) and 1 VI(P) werc lsunchod by BLOGK
ISLIND to sccure photographic coverage of the harbor of ‘Kiirun, of latsuyana
Airfield, and of the sites of POU eaups, for carly roconnaissance purposc,
ilisslons conpleted successfully,

8 Excopt for routine Combat ALir Patrol and /nti=Sub Patrol under
nodified wartine conditions, the prineipal air operations wore in transporting
provisions to the prisonerseofewar, In proparation for possible frec drops
and parachute drops, ssvoral thousand pounds of dry rations had boen stowed
in droppable gasoline tanks and in tarpaulin bundles arranged for attaching
to bomb bay shackles, Whon arrangements wore nade for supply plancs to land,
the same stowage of provisions was used, nmaking it possiblc to transport fron
sen to land with 10 VI and 8 VF 6,300 pounds of provisions on short notico,

If any future supply operations are contenplated vhich will recuire
catapulting, it is reconronded that prior arrangonsents be made for a container
which will mako full use of tho Avenger bomb boy, A canvas sack with rings
to fit the bomb bay should by devised, strong enough to withestand a catapullb
shot, ldthout using the bomb bay, only about 25 per cent of tho plancts
carrying capacity is employcd, Properly dosigned rig for the bomb bay would
utilize at lcast 75 por cent of the cary, 'y capacity,

Other flight oporations wore routine,

In scouring for anticipated typhoon conditions, ticedown procedurc
18 reconrended by ConlirPac and carrders which have gone through recent typhoons
Jas used, The ship ovaded the actual storn, encountorifig only noderatoly heavy
soas; thus no thorcugh test was nade of tho socurity nocsuresy hovever thos
taken were adecuate for condition encountored,

Je Auphibious Action, (Not applicable)

' | PAGE I 7
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D, Special Comment,

de Conbat Infornation Center, = Routine

i Conpunications, = Routine

3e Usc of Smoke, ete, (Not applicable)

ko liavigation, =« Routine

5 Lpngingering, -~ Routine

6, Surplye -

Gelled upon to provide emergency rations, which could be trangporte
.d by air and deliverod by free drops if necossary, tho ship dovised  the
~ollowing food lists:

"" Rationg @ = ®» @ @« w w e w w = @ = @ = « « = 179 cases
CGround Coffce = @ @ = @ ¢ c p @ w 0 = w = « v w 800 lbs,
SUEOT @ ® = ® = = = = 6 = = ® =« S = = = = = = = 1100 lbs,
Navy bcans w» @ @ = @ w v @ a v = « = w w « =« = 700 1lbs,
SAlt @ = = " @ % v @ C B e .. - 100le.
TCO ™ @ @ m o = @« « @ « w m e = wo = = eaewae A0 lbs,
Povidercd Milk o w @ « =« « = @ = « @« = = =« = = « 300 lbs,
Grapefruit juicc, conned = « @ = « = = = « « « 7 gals,
Tonato juicc, canod w = @ = @ < @« v = w « « = 7 gals,
Srokcd DaCON @ = ® = = = = = ®w « e w = = « = = 4062 1bs,
Carrots, cainCd » @« « @ @« @« =« . ®w = w =« « = =« 10 lbs,
Paas,cmmed--------. -------lZJlbs.
Buttoy @ @« @ e v v a v e R v s P e cvaene éﬂlbﬂ.
B(Jilingbﬂﬂf---------i------- SOIbS.
Eggs (4dded after landing of = planes was

arranged) 120 doz,
Brietd @ = # « @ s 0 o 6 a s a o noeea - - 80 loaves
CigarcttcS @ w = « = c 0 @ o = ¢ v = = = = « 7500 Pkgs,
Emldy » e - ® = = =o- - . & 8 .s e e = === 2,608 b{lrE.
MatchoS = @ @ « =« « = = . ew e e e e == == 7 Cascs,

These rations werc delivercd successfully and not appropriatoly
tac nceds of the starved prisoncrseofevar during their romaining fov neols
m the island,

_ The denands of 474 liberated prisoncrseofeviar, alnost totally
-void of porsonal oifucts or usueuvlo clothecs when they were brought aboard,
T2 net adeouately from the ship's GSK and ship's stores, sach nan was
{tfitted with undervear, spcks, dungarce shirt and trouser, and shocs,
cpplics of tonnis shoes, Marinc issuc shoes, and flight deck issue shocs
0 drawn upon), 48 long as tho kits on hand lasted, the Red Cross Scanan's
rvivor outfit were issuod to provide personal cffocts and toilet articles,
‘¢sc gave out, however, end cnergency kits were nmade up fron the ship!s

. ore, with razors contributed by the ship's company, It was obsorved that
nnis shoes in the Red Crose Kits would be nore usuable than the cloth slippers
W provided,

PAGH 1T ?
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As a result of this experience, the shivp is requesting 1000 of the
Red Cross Survivor Kits, Otherwise, maintcnance of full allowance lists
in clothing and small stores will meet the needs of any number of repatriates
that the shiv might practicably embark,

The feeding of almost 50 vercent additional versonnel above regular
complement, for several days, vrovoked no great hdrdshivo, in view of the
fact that reolenishment could be expected at once,

7. Medical
a, Condition of Prisoners-of-War,

The senior medical officer of the ship, who was the first free Allied )
doctor to visit the vrisoner-of-war establishments in Northern Formosa, ree |
ports that on the basis of condition of vatients found in these camps, it is
considered urgent that all evacuated vrisoners of war have a thorough medical /
examination as soon as possible, One wundred vércent of the evacuees in l
this overation are in need of medical treatment,

The orincival clinical conditions found were malmutrition, often
with extreme edema, beri beri, anemia, diarrhea, chronic ulcers, malaria,
and intestinal varasites, If ordinary care is exercised in selection of
movable vatients from the non-transferables, no trouble should be anticipated
en route, Practicdlly all these revartiates improved vhysically during the
cruige into Manila,

be Medical supvlies for POW Camps

A 1ist of medical suvolies which were flowm in by BLOCK ISLAND to  “
the POW camps just orior to their evacuation is here oresentcd, In addition, .
the medical officer advises that whole blood if available should be flown into
the POW camps as soon as medical staff for its utilization is at hand, To
effect this, CVEs should maintain a stock of whole blood during the re-devloye
ment veriod, when &vailable and if the operation area can be reached
vrior to expiration date of the blood,

List of Medical Supvlies flown to POW camps by Medical Department,
UsSeS. BLOCK ISLAND,

Plasma 75 Unitse

Dextrose & Saline Solution =~ ¥ cases = 6 bottles to a case,
Sodium Sulfadiazine tablets - 1000 in bottlé « 8 bottlesy
Sulfaguanandine = 1000 in bottle = 1 bottle,

Morvhine Syrettes = 5 in box = 36 boxes, '

Merthielate = 1 quart bottles = 5 bottles,

Sulfathiazole Powder -~ 6 botticc,

Iodine = 1 box, ;

Calecium Gluconate - 6 boxes,

Distilled Water - ampuls = 10 boxes,

Nicotinic Acid -~ 2 boxes,

PAGE III 7
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Ascorbic Acid = 2 boxes,

Thermometers - 2

DDT Emulsion = 1 bottle,

20cc Luer Syringe =4

10 cc Luer Syringe = 2

#18 I,V, Needlas =~ 2 boxés,

#22 I,V, Needles = 1 box,

Morovhine Syrettes = 13 boxes = 5 in box,”

Morvhine Syrettes = 7 boxes = 6 in a box,"
Sodium Sulfadiazine, Amo, = I,V ='2 boxes,
Mediun Battle Dressings - 3 boxes,

Cotton = 1 roll '

2 Dozen rolls adhesive tave,

1 Rehfus Tube,

It is suggested that ships with POWs coming into debarkation vorts
should be adviséd in advance by radio as to reccords thot will be required upon

arrival in vort,

Ee Unusual Features of Overation

Billeting of Liberated Prisoner of Var on Hangar Deck,
(See cover illustration)

Hangar deck was completely cleared of volanes, resulting in ime-
mobilizing of flight deck exceot for eatapult launching, to accommodate the
474 rcpatriates brought aboard from Formosa, Ivery one of these men were de-
fined by the medical officer as a medical case, cither hospital litter vatient
or hosvital ambulant, Thus the deck wus operated as a large hosvital ward,
with duty force orovided by the Air Department, master-at-arms, force, and
other depvartments as required,

With the exception of about 80 hospital litter cases, who were
cared for by the medical devartment, the vassengers attended to their
personal needs, while the shiv's force provided the house-keepinge

Modification of the darken ship regulations on the first night
of cruising, allowing the hangar deck vorts to be oven, solved ventilation
problems that would heve been severe in the trovics under rigid wartime con=
ditions,

. A comvolement of folding wooden cots, brought aboard earlier for
transvorting vassenger versonnel, was nearly sufficicnt to bed all the
ex~prisoners-of~war, Mattresses werc requisitioned from the crew to
make vallets on the deck for the remainder, An inercased number of cots on
the regular allowance list of all ships during the redevloyment period
is recommended,

PAGE III /()
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Tho all=out response of all hands in caring for and naking confortablc

30 many incapacitated ren Wer®very gratifying and nade a very good inpression
upon a group of poople who wert having their first contact in a long tixe with

nornal eivilized life,

| Therc Worc no serious personncl ccoualtics in the ship's company
during this operational period,

END OF PuRT VII //
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LESSONS LEARN:D, CONCLUSIONS_AND REQOMIE" LIONS

- Lessons learned in this operation, which posed novel situations for
a-conbatant warship, are reflocted in the soctions of comment in PART VI,

END OF PART VII y o ¥
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. | Total No, VF Sorties: 38
TOTAL NULIBER OF SORTIES: 57 T RT1E Total No, VI Sorties: 19
AT TARGET SHIPS

=
&

o
o

w | v W lve lvE VT W vy |ve | v¥
4

o
-

| 0
0 0 4 0 0 0 0 0 Q 0 0 0 0

gSp. 7! 8

o
A
O
o
e
o
o
=

o

*lNote: In addition, on 5 September 4 of the & TARGWT CAPs dropped supplies and then flew their C.P missiof

areraft Conplenent:

9 VF
8 VF(N)
2 VF(p(

12 VT
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CONFIDENTIAL 10 September 1945,

FIRST ENDORSENENT on

CO, USS BLOCK ISLAND

Conf, ltr, CVE=106/A16-3
Serial 097 of 9 Sept. 1945.

Froms: Commander Carrier Division TWENTY=-SEVEN (CTG 77.1).
o, Commander in Chief, United States Fleet,
Via (1) commander SEVENTH Fleet (CTF 70).

(2) Commander in Chief, United States Pacific Fleet,

Subject: Action Report - Evacuation of Prisoners of War from
Formosa, 29 August through 9 September 1945,

de Forwarded,

2o The performance of duty of the U.S.S. BLOCK ISLAND was
outstanding, The Commanding Officer of the U,S.S. BLOCK ISLAND has been

especlally commended in separate correspondence,
—
9' &Zﬂw\-\
f,

Copy to:
CO, USS BLOCK ISLAND.
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X
ORCOND ENDORSELENT tos 4
CO, USS BLOCK ISLAND
Conf. ltr,, serial 097
dated 9 September 1945,
Froms: Commander Seventh Fleet,
10 2 Commander=in-Chief, United States Fleet.
via Commander-in=-Chief, Us, S. Pacific Fleet,
Subject: Action Report - USS BLOCK ISIAND - Evacuation of
Prisoners of Var from Formosa, 29 August through
9 Sevtember 1945,
1o Forwarded.
2o The prisoners of war were evacuated from Formosa with

outstanding efficiency and promptness. This performance, under the
difficult and hazardous conditions which prevailed, reflects great

T Ho bl

credit on the BLOCK ISLAND,
YaLy ]I f L
! ({1} il
3 {\uf U4

j_ﬁg" fndorsement,

Frow CinCPac o
To: C, Ucﬂ :

c WY 1949 o 44 forwarded.

T L Jl:.ll‘i‘
!I

A | comment is considered
190 714..\.s @&ppropriate, will be included im
; CinCPac's o v Report of Operations
Copy’ NOw.coviinneesf of (o 41 the Pacific Ocean Areas for the

. 7 s ~~manpned.

mant
P

Cony to: AETS B S Krfpere it i

ComCarDiv 27
USS BLOCK ISLAND

R. C. PARKER,
By direction

1_; s

759y,
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