DECLASSIFIED

Authority: E.O. 13526
By: NDC NARA Date: Dec 31, 2012

REG. M.,J <78
: . * RS.NO — Y (2499
~ REG SHESTT 544

"h.l.] ™~ 1 N ‘j}{J

U.3s3e SLNTEE (CVE-29)
Care Fleet Pnst Uffice
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CVER9/416-3

Serial:  (09L=45)

uilﬁﬁij—hﬂbﬁwlﬂ-ﬁl 9 Septenber 1945,

'rom: The Commending Officor,
! ™ 1 Conmander=1in-Chief, United States T'lcet,
via ¢ (1) Connender Carrier Divisinn TVWELTY-SEVEN,

(CTG 77.1)
) Conmcnder Seventh Flcet (CTT 70),
) Coruicnder-in-Chief, United otates Pacifice

‘u.lh.}

(

Ileet,
subject: Actin Repnrt - Evacuctinn »f Prisnners »f Var

fron Fornnsa, 29 August through 9 3cptenber 1945

Reference: (a) Faclleet Confidentinl letter 1 CL-L5,

Enclosure: (A) OGSubject Aetinn Repnrt.
Yi In ceenrdence with reference (:‘.), enclnsure (_-'L),

is subnitted herewith,
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U.S.3, SANTZZ (CVE=-29)

NARRATIVE

In accordance with ComCarDiv 27 Operation Order 2-45, ©n
29 August the U.S.S. Santee sortied from Leyte Harbor, P.l.,
as part of TG 77.1 in company with the U.S.3. Block Island °
(CVE 105), U.S.S. Finch (DT 328), U.S.S. Kretchmer (DE 329),
U.S.S« Brister (DE 327), U.S:3. Gary (DE 326), OTC being
Rear Admiral Dixwell Ketcham, U.3, Navy, Commahdér Carrier
Division 27 in the Block Island, The mission of the task
group was to cover TG 77.2, a minesweeping unit delegated to
sweep approaches to Jinsen Harbor, Korea,

On 1 September, after rendezvousing with the U.S.5,
Chepachet (A0 78) at 22-40 N, 127-32 E, encountered impending
typhoon conditions which necessitated a change of course to
the east and south during 1 and 2 September. During this
pericd TG 77.1 orders were cancelled and the Task Group was
ordered to proceed at first opportunity to Northeren Formosea
and to drop supplies and medicine to Prisoners of War Camps
north of 24° 20' N and to evacuate prisoncrs from these camps,

T b

‘On 3 3eptember at 1236 Lisutenant Commender Victor (n)
Geng, (MC), U.S.N.Re (99161) was washed overboard from the
forecastle by a wave coming over‘the bow.,* His body was re-
covered by the U.S.S. Finch (DT 328) at 1302 and at 1505
he was pronounced dead by the ship's doctor. ‘Rough weather
continued throughout the night of 3 September, during which
period the Santee received the following damage: The deck
in two staterooms on the port side of the gallery deck was
buckled, end forced upward, #, gun mount and sponson was
tilted upward, thé oatwalk forwerd of #2 gun mount was de=-
stroyed, and miscellaneous heating lines and ventilation
pipes were torn away,

TG 77.1, the first allied units to arrive, anproached
Northern Formosa at day break on 5 September. Santee planes
(CVIG=26) flew 29 demonstration sorties over the airfields,
cities and harbor in the area and 7 TBM=3's landed on Natsu-
yema airfield, discharging 5 pharmacist mates and full loads
of food, clothing and medical supplies. During the day the
U.S.S. Gary (DI 326) and the U.S.S. Finch (DZ 328), members
of the screen, entered Kiirun harbor, went alongside the quay,
and begon taking aboard prisoners of war, British veterans
of Singapore. ‘At 1811 the U.3.S. Santee commenced receiving
these evacuees, transferred by motor whale boat from the U,S,S,
Finch. By 2202, 155 Britiéh soldiers had besen taken aboargd,
on 6 September, all members of the screen'participated in the
evacuation, resulting in the transfer of 1322 additional prison-
ers of war to the U.S.S. Santee for a total of 477. The
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U.S.5. SANTZE (CVE=29)
NARRATIVE (ennt.)

ocvacuces were riade up of 8 U.S: Army officers and 18 non,

1l U.,3, Naval afficer oné 2 nen, nine British Army officors
and 430 rnien, 1 Duteh ~fficer end 8 nen and 1 Dutch eivilicn,
Practically all »f these ricn had been captured in thc spring
of 1942 at Singaporo and‘in the Philippines, All wore suf-
fering fron malnutrition, some casos being severc,

Upnn empletinn of the transfer »f the prisnncrs nf war
t» thc carricers; the Task Group gnt underway fnr Manlla, F.l.
cntering that harbor in the foroanan of 9 September 1945,
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COMMVENT

Handllng Prisnncrs nf \ar:

The prisnnors »nf war, whn vere ot astretclior cases, were
brought abrard fron whale bnats over bnth sides of the well deck,
Thoy were fod, then dicrobed, their valuables, shnes cnd papers
sogregated for funlgoation and their clonthes thrown ~verbnard.
They wore clipped and shaved after which they all tonk a salt
and fresh water shonwer, using plenty »f soup. Thoy werc then
spreycd with antiseptic and issued new clnthing. A4ll personnel
n the well dock handling :evacuces were dressed in decnntane
inctinn elnthing. Tach proncss was conducted in separate can-
vass cmpertnents affording privacy, Many expressiong nf
apprecictinn werc received from the cvacuccs enncerning this
servicoe, Aftcr béing clnthed, they were numbored, lngged,
and assigned a ¢nt, nn the hanger deck, They were then given
> nediocal examinatinn and troated, All available ship's por-
gnnncl turned t» with a'wlll and perforncd nutstonding sorvices
in rendoring assistancce,

The lossnns learned in Randlia~:tha sroup tho first day
were put tn such gnd use thaet nnre than twice the nunber »f
ricn wore received and processed nn the 6th Septenber with
nerked improvement in tho nperatinn despite heavier seas and
alrecady severely toxed facilities and nedical persnnnel,

This ~poratison again dennnstrated the inadequacy of the
26' mntor whele boat in neetine the nceds »f a CVE, It is
recramended tha they be roplaced with cireraft rcarning bnats
ar a siniler typo bnat to atford greater capacity, inercased
gpoed, better perfornance alnng side and adaptability tn nnre
varied-uses such «s handling stretcher cases, light but bulky
stres, libverty purtios, cte. .

The npen well deck was usecd to gnnd advantage in this
vperatisn bnth in the recéeiving abnard »f the Prisnncrs nf
Wlar and thelir prncessing.,

7 02492
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UeSeS. SANTEE (CVE=29)

Comrwnlectinn

Use of 140,58 nc as the primory VHF comnunicatinon channel
n 5 Septonber without prinr notice caused confusinn in’view
2T CinclacAdv confidential dlspatech 230455 »f July 1945,

™

A Cnryicncaetims

160 .
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FB2-27/A16=13 UNITED STATES PACIFIC FLEET
senan (047) AIR FORCE. PACIFIC FLEET

CARRIER DIVISION TWENTY-SEVEN
CONFIDENT 10 September 1945.

FIRST ENDORSELMENT on
CO, USS SANTEE Conf,

1tr. CVE29/A16-3 serial
(Ogréﬁ) of 9 September 1945,

Froms Commander Carrier Division TWENTY-SEVEN (CTG 77.1).
To Commander in Chief, United States Fleet,
Via 3 (1) Commander STVENTH Fleet (CTF 70).

(2) Commander in Chief, United States Pacific Fleet.

Subjeet: Aetlon Report - Evacuation of Prisoners of War from
| Formosa, 29 August through 9 September 1945.

) Forwarded,

- A The performance of duty of the U.S.S. SANTEE was outstanding,
The Commanding Officer of the U.S.S5., SANTEE has been especlally commended in

separate correspondence,
D, KE

Copy to:
‘ CO, USS SANTEE

11 OUXK8 7
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UNITED STATES FLEET
COLVANDER SEVEITH FLEET

AlL6=3(F=3-2/5w)
Serial: O J Va?«

-

CONFIDENTIAL

SECOND ENDORSELENT tos
CO USS SANTEE Conf,
ltr. serial (094=45)
of 9 Sept ember 1945,

From: Comander Seventh Fleet,

N 3 Commander-in=Chief, Un 'l.tF'{l Jtates [leet,

Via Comnander-in-Ch L'“l, UeSs Pacific Fleet,

Subject: Action Report = USS SANTEE (CVE-29) - Evacuation of
Prisoners of War from Formosa, 29 August through 9

September 1945,
da Forwarded.,

2e The prisoners of war were evacuated from Formosa with
outstanding efficilency and promptness. This performance, under the
difficult and hazardous conditions which prevailed, reflects creat
credit on the SANTEE.
7.8

2 NOV 104F
Vv YUY LIS
k_j:_’/f_’% _Mndorsement.,
From: CinCPac

FIES fTo: (C.AJ0

Le Forwarded.

C W 1Y | 2. If comment is considered
appropriate, it will be included in
e CinCPac¢'s Monthly Report of Operations
18U"il‘ « in the Pacific Ocean Areas for the
month concerned.

’
lud & Wi NEIrIEY R RTR ]

Copy to:

KOt iy By O A g
CO, USS SAUTER. /W é

* 1;:1" Eir}e}éﬁii' '11 0288 05837
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