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U. S S. SANTEE (CVE-29)
C/70 FLEET POST OFFICE

SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA {

CVE-29/A12 5 February 1946,
Serial: (53-46)
From: The Commanding Officer.
To Aviation History Unit, Op-519-B.
(The Chief of Naval Operestions).
Sub ject: Ship's History - Forwarding of.
Reference: (a) Aviation C/L 67-45.
(b) Avietion C/L 74-L5.
(¢) Aviation C/L 101-45.
(d) CNO Ltr., Op-519-HMD, Serial: L-p-519
of 4 January 1946.
Enclosure: (A) History of the U.S.S. SANTEE (CVE-29).
I In accordancéd with references (a), (b), (e),

and (d), Enclosure (&) is forwarded herewith.

f

U Yeto——
Js. V. PETERSON,

Copy to:

BuPers.

ComAirPac.

CincPac.

FltHome Town News Center.

SecNav.
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INTRODUCTION

5 al

November 7th, 1945 ~ Zast of Pearl Harbor.

The flight deck soemed almost foreign now that the roar of planes had

| W \1|':_:' -".']

+he hangar deck looked naked without TBM and FOF!s ~ the U.S5.S.

]

SANTEE CVE-29, was (falifernia bound, leaving behind years of war — a war 1n

subs and Kamikazes — a war she had

T, 1 1 Tnmd JIaemded’ MasS o 1 |
lll-lluli-:J.]. F‘.I{."‘ -lnl'-l f\'ll-i ]PLi J.l]i'n.'l‘_-l_.'_“\- 4;1'1]_-\1 :'arjs

1

cacttial Lo

North Africe —~ Invas ion, Safi beachhead,

The South Atlantic —— Participation in the Sinking of German
Raider "KOTA NOPAN",

The North Atlantic — Four subs sunkj two »robably sunk; three
damaged.

New Guinea —— Invasions of Aitape and Hollandia,.

Mariana Islands — Invasion of Guam,

Halmahera Island — Invasion of Morotai.,

Philippine Islands — Invasion of Leyte and Battle of Leyte Gulf,

Ryuku Islands — Invasion of Okinawa ~ 82 days continuous -
operations,

e

Fast China Sea — Mine sweeping off Okinawa,

Formosa —— Hvacuation of Prisoners of War,

Japan — Covering landing of occupation troops,

And now it was over -- it was history - but bleak words could never tell

the full stoa'y.
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Previous to her batism of fire at Safi the SANTEE's history, like that
of her crew, had been af a civilian nature., Back in the days when we were
still selling scrap iron to Japan the Sun Shipbuilding Company constructed a
fa iker which, when launched in 1939, was christened the "ESSO SEAKAY",
During the year that followed this ship set speed records for the runs between
Panama and the West Coast ports. But in 1940 the YESSO SEAKAY" lost not only

her civilian status but also her identity. Absorbed by the Navy, she was

renamed the U.S.S. SANTAE(after the famous river
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1n South Carolina). For the two years following this initial transofrmation

she raced against time and Nazi subs to bring oil from the Gulf to the Fast

The summer of 1942 found the United Nations! hopes and shipping pool at
loviest ebb, both shattered by unceasing U-Boat attacks in the Atlantie.

The convoys to England and Russia were helpless in mid-ocean beyond the
protection of land based planes. The Navy's answer to this menace was the
Lscort Carrier, While the Kaiser ship yards were being developed, with mass
production of carriers still months away, Naval engineers found an immediate
ansver in the fleet of oilers which could be converted in a matter of weeks,
And so the SANTEE went into dry dock at Norfolk., In early August the first

CVil!s were commissioned, with the SANTEE's ceremony taking place the 24th

of that month,

On October 12th, 1942, under the command of Caplain W, D, Sample, the

UsS<Ss SANTEE (CVE-29) steamed out to sea and into the war,

(1)
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D-Day — Sunday, November 8th, 1942 — The Invasion of North Africa,

The first daylight began to stir across thc water, Over the horigan to
the Fast General Patton's troops werc storming the beaches at Safi., The
U.S.Ss SANTEE moved among the shadows of the other ships in Rear Admiral
Mc'horter!s Task Group 34.2 and prepared to launch her planes, In the hours
that followed F4F's and SBD!s from the SANTEE'!'s Squadron VC-29 flew sorties
over the beaches, strafing and bombing in support of the troops as they adv-
anced toward Marrakech- airport. On the sccond day of the invasion the squadron
ranged over the battle area with fighters strafing and setting afiire an enemy
convoy of twelve trucks and SBD!s bombing Marrakech airfield - hangars damaged

nd twenty aireraft destroyed, Flying regular patrols by the 10th, the

. e |

i i 1
5 planes on that dale

B AATTIT '\T
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trafed a convoy of forty trucks loaded with v « s

Ca

'

rattered with charred wi'ceks and dead or

Lo
-

troops, leaving the roadside
wounded soldiers One 2ir patrol supportcd an advance tank colunn making
sorties '"on eall', while another flew Anti-sub patrol over the Safi anchorage,
Marrakech airfield, bombed 2nd strafed again, yiclded thirteen aireraft des-
troyed with several others damcged,

Cn the morning of the 1lth a patrol of two SBD's and onc FAF from VC-29
swooped down over the town of Mazagan and found the place surrounded by
Patton's tanks and troops, Ti. Army later reported that this sudden arrival
of the SANTEE!s planes had precipitated an immediate capitulation by the ensgy.

For five days the squadron returned to the SANTEE only for fuel and gmm-—
unition — Marrakech, rioned into craters, was covered with shattered planes;

all roads were under constant attack; advancing troops and tank columns were

glven daily a2ir support; and the Subs menacing shipping were constantly
2)
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attacked by both the air patrols and the destroyers. On the 1llth a2 DD reported
o sound contaet and almost immedictely thereafter two torpedo wakes were
observed stretching a few yards ahead of the S.NTEE's bow,

Bus by the 13th of November the area was secured and the Task Group turned
their bows 'est for Bermuda. The SANTEE!s wer hed begun,

SAFI QPERATION
(November 8t to 13th)

Planes destroyed or damcged — 386
Trucks destroycd or demeged — 62
Beach defenses blasted; advancing columns supported,

Gun installotions bombed; aireraft hangars damaged,

] e ]~ -, rT- -..--\I| 1 Fap - j — AT oL ol =l P # | f i = ¥
From Bermuda to liorfolk, where the SANTEE passed several weeks at the

wapelr Boses The erow proceeded to make the most of their liberties, be they
- ! % A AT = £ 1= - e : s = e =L S P b =5 Yo -
18 they may in Norfolk, andering around in a tight group, the men success-
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rully "introduced themselves to the local nonulation.

hadyw elhidmle mama Tam o L1 t“ A _.‘|_1 =1 A
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nd tncy headed for the South .itlantie.
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The dowin of 1943 foapd the S/NTIE sailing for Recife, Brazil, where the

o

Task Group 23.1,6 wes forming. This group, under the command of Rear Admiral

runners a2long & four hundred mile front, The Nazis had suceessfully slipped
scveral ships around the Cope from Japan bound for liorway with invaluable
cargoes of rubber and tungsten. And the possibility that German cruisers or
nenket battleships might roid the sea lanes still existed -~ both these threats

hod to be eliminated by this group of ships operating out of Reeife,

.+ Juring the vecks of cndless searching over the vost arez, the SINTEE!s I

()
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planes perfected a system of search which, although very effeetive, involved

But on March 10th the vecks of

B

almost constant flying for the squadron.

fruitless c¢iforts were reworded.

That morning the regular patrol left the SANTEE and swopt out over the

ctn to the outer limit of it'!s orbit. The two planes had flown for hours

when at 1012, far below on the ocean floor, they spotted a ship. Sweeping down

=

o the pilots identificd her aos a German blockade runncer, This news flashed
out to the Cruiser SAVANNLH, and the Escorts. JAs thc Destroyer EBERLE raced

J:L'., ......1] h o

forward a boarding party wes organized. The Nazl erew frantically lowered
boats. The German demolition party was nlacing it's last charges when the
boarders reached the vessel, Therc followed almost instantly o scries of
explosions = cight men from the EBLALE were killed, /[fter an heroic struggle,
the surviving boarders left the doomed ship, rcturning with valuable information
and /2 prisoners,

On that morning of March 10th the blockade ruiner KOTA NOPAN (flying the
Dutch flag) with a cargo of crude rubber had been edging it'!s way northward
across a seemingly cmpty ocean when the SANTEE!'s patrol planes swept down
revcaling her to the Task Group., Liter directing the approaching EBERLE, V0«29

|

planes returned to a proud ship,

This engogement complcted, the Task Croup swung North for the return to
lorfolk, During the months while the SANTEE hed oncrated off Safi and in the
south ..tlontic, the production of CVE's had increased, The Navy was preparing
it'!'s answer to the Nazis! mid-/Atlontic underseaz blitz, The swamer months of ¢

1943 were to be filled with action and wviebery for the carriers - defcat and

death for the wolf packs,

A preview of these victeries occurred on Merch 16th as the Group steamed |

: : . (4) ;
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oward Norfolk, At 1640 thit dey an SBD patroling from the SANTEE spotted a

,_,
-

surfrced U-boat and swept down for the attack, The sub'!s guns werc on the
plane almost immediotely and the pilot was wounded as he reached for the bomb
rclease lever, The depth charge landed short, pagsed under the sub, and
exploded to port, abecom the conning tower, The sub was shaken, but no severe
domage was in evidence, The SANTEE, informed of thc subs position by message
drop, at 1712 sent off tiio plancs from her killer group. These planes (one

SBD and one TBF) attacked ot 1725, dropped two depth charges and one depth bomb

1

vith instantancous fuze sctting., VWhen the boil of water subsided, there was

the sub - shuddering and gashed, but still afloat, stil) firing, The planes

follovied up this initial attack with strafing runs. 17ith death eircling zbove,
L

the encmy f4yped their three-inech anti-aireraft gun furiously - a second plane
2.8 damaged, J11 the while the cnemy zig-zagged and circled, her men clamber-
ing out of the conning tower hatch to take the place of tiie dead at the guns,
The DD EBERLE was dispatched to assist in the kill, having intentlionally
pocen delayed to permit the planes to attack before the arrival of the Desiroyer
would force the sub to submerge, By 1808 four more TBF!s had flown off the
SANTEE to join the battle; but the first attacking planes (by now out of
wmunition and low of fuel) had left the sub on course (45°, considering her too
badly damaged to submerge, During the five minutes that intervened before

viic arrival of the four TBF's, the sub disappeared, hcving submerged or s-unl{f
The four S.NTEE plancs.at 1815 found a stationary oil slick in which a large
bubble was scen to rise, The U.S.S, EBERLE orrived, started the hunt, but
during the hours of searching she was uncble to make eontast, The lack of

survivors indicoted thot the sub had suberged - however, the presence of the oil

slick and the DD's incbillty to make any contact might have meant that she

(5)
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hod sustained damage which caused fatal structural failure upon submosrging,

rst .sub - it

The SANTEE!'s planes had attacked and probably sunk their f
s the beginning of what became one of thc outstanding records held by a
carricr in the Anti-Submarine war,
Having been instrumental in the sinking of a German raider and having
ined credit for the probable sinking of an enemy sub, the S!NTEE's crew was
perdonably proud. Then on March 17th, after months of continuous operations, .
they welcomed the sight of land. Norfolk suddenly become aware of the S~NTEE's
return - the Shore Putrol prepared for activity.

The next two months nassed with the ship engeged in the business of taking

Q3

on supplies, undergoing renairs, and conducting training exercises in Chesa-

peake Bey, Captain W.,D. Sample was relieved of his command during this period

k] w -
r (Mo H B n
oy Gaptaln H.F., Fi

3

In company with her escorts - three DE!s and a large convoy = the CVE-29
70t underviay on June 13th, The planes of Squadrons VC~29 and part of VF-29
crowded her flight deek, During the voyage thcese plones kept up a constant
scarch for subs, but only onc was sighted and it submerged before the attack
could be pressed,

wfter four days at Bassin Delpit, Casablanca, the Task Group departed
July 7th with a Viestbound convoy. Several days out orders were recieved
instrueting the SANTIE and her escorts to operate independantly against the
subs in an area North of the Azors, (This wos the only part of the Atlantic
out.side land besed air patrol which offered weather and geogranhic conditions
suitable for refucling the wolf packs.) Swinging North, the SANTEE threw out

ner a2ir patrols over this region, hitherto a haven for the U-boats, During the

tiro weeks — July 12th to 25th — which followed, seven surfoced subs were

(6)
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ighted and attacked, The Nazi's Admiral Doenitz dad drawn all his subs in

during *he summer and equipped them with the latest cnti-tcireraft guns, In

nanic and with teutonic stubbornness he hed decided that the U-boats should

battle the CVE!s planes on the surface. 4s a resul
deys when the S.NTEE's planes returned with ragged holes in the wings and

~0ls continued and attecked - 2nd ot the end of the

- Tl Il e

R . B 19 gy
LuSGlLLgUSI* DUt Tinne 41l Jat

}.;

two weeks two submarines had been sunk, two probably sunk, and three domageds

[ith this record bchind her the S.NTEE headed liest on July 25th, and a

rendzcvous was completed with another convoy. On fugust 2nd, this galaxy of

1 g . i . DL o P = = » rrr'ﬁ—- . & = T e
transports was edging across the .tlantic when a SANTEE pilot spotted two

Vi b

surfaced subs, dove into intense [d fire, dropped his depth charges, and there~

~nmlF A i P SN, [ e P, [l 2y S o 4] 3 o4 - 3
by sank one sub immedictely. Circling for his sccond run the »ilot came in
i e lRe . gl USRI R Rl B | Ll amm ) Pl Loy A= T b Lo sy £ ]
on the port quarter as the other sub corashed dived, hen the spray of the

s e Sy e S = L o e e S - S g e L) :
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victory brought to six the number of subs sunk or »nroboubly sunk by the S:ANTEE,

| ™ T

followed many wecks of convoy duty when the SINTEE mide three more

Ts
1erc

voy-.ges vo Casablonec, DBvery transport under her protection reached 1lt's
destination, bub from August 26th to November 17th the patrols were unable to
locate a single U=boct,

Detached from convoy duty on November 17th, the ship operated in the Bay
oi Biscay on strictly anti-submarinc duty; but again the plancs were unable
to make any contacts,

In Deccmber the A/S/W Task Group with which the SANTEE had been opereting
vias dissolved at Norfolk, The SLNTEE had completed her last anti-sub oper-

ation in the .Atlantic. Disembirking her own squadrons on Deccmber 20th at Neow

Yorlk

the ship loaded aboard sixty-onc P1§8’5 to be ferried to Scotland where

(7)
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tacy would be turncd over to the Eighth Alir Force. .itcr steaming through

e freczing mists of the North Atlantic wnich Llelt every one on hoard miserw.

L e

nbly cold and wet except the '"black gang", the SaNTEE on danuary 8th, 1944

L

B SR Fe B Bt Ll 7 e T . ) = = e orrd yar A salne saes. :
hoaded up the Clyde River and into Glascow. Heving discherged her eargo, the

S .NTEE returncd to Norfolk. The S:NTEE!s Atlantic record rcad: Six subs sunk

- - ~ 1= T 5 a - E | . - — S - s
or probebly sunk and three more demaged,

-

Poeifie war had spread into the Jap island defenses, and the CVE-29

)

e i S el S S T R P T\tar ! T e oy el = - s o
Wo.s necded lor future invasions therc, Lown the kast Loust, across the rj-‘.J_:]_l:

S L e ) e QUATOTR . G L Wy iy S T < N T
nd into the Panama Canel - the S.NTEE cntered the Paeclfiiec on Febraary 2(ith.

ad layv months of combat in tne island war to the ‘Viest,
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The first wecks previous to the initial operations against the Asiatic
enemy were passed by the SANTEE while she sialed up to San Diego fram
Panama, At North Island on March 1, 1944 CVEG-26 was embarked. (It was
this squadron, consisting of twenty-four FM!s and Nine TBM's, which the
crew always remembered as their favorite - TWENTY-SIX fought with them
through 211 the months before Leyte and during those weeks in the
Philippines the squadron proved that the crew'!s admiration was not
misplaced).,

From San Diego to Pearl - and then on March 27th the ship joined
Task Group 50415 which comprised the fucling units for a fast carrier
force, When these carriers raced through the Japs! cordon of islands
and brazenly struck at Palau, T.G. 50,15 was protected by the planes
of the SANIEE and her sister ships, the U.5.5, SUWANNEE and the U.S5.S,
CHENANGO, The whole force retired March 38th after o strike which had
taken them into the Japs! "inner Defenses", ILater at Pervis Bay,
Floriday Islands the CVE-29 joined Task Forece 78 and on April 16th these
ships steamed West for the operation along the New Guinca coast,

At this time, spring 1944, thc Pacific war was well along the main
highwaey of Allied strategy. The American flect had twice shattered
Truk in strikes of great foree, With the capture of the Green and
admiralty Islands and the landing at Cape Gloucester Robaul had been
neutralized, At Kwajalein and at Eniwetok the U.S, Navy gained inter-
mediate bases which later made possible the eclution of the supply

problem during the great swing forward towarcd Guam,

(9)
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One of the lesser highroads of strategy, but one which led
directly to the invasion of leyte, was the series af advances along
the Northern coast of Jap held New Guinea. This advance culminated
in the twin attacks en Aitape and Hollandia; and it was in this
invasion that the U.S5.5. SANTEE for the first time attacked the

Nip with her full force,

420)
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D-Day, April 22, 1944 - Invasion of Aitape-Hollandia.

Within a few hours the dawn would herald H-hour and the Sixth
Army's troops would pour ashore to battle across the beaches., (n
that April morning the element of camplete surprise supported the
attackers - for to the East at Wewak 18,000 Japs had concentrated in
expectancy of an invasion there,

In the Bismarck Sea North of the landing craft assembly area the
ships of Carrier Divisisn TWENTY-TWO (U.S.S. CHENANGO, U.S.S.
SAGAMON, U,.S,5, SUWANNEE, and U.S.S. SANTEE) fueled and armed their
TBM!s and FM's, Then an hour before dawn the roar of planes echoed
across the water, These four CVE!s, which were to operate together
during the climatic months ahead, had sent their planes off in the
same operation for the first time. CVEG=26 swarmed off the SANTEE's
deck and sped toward the beaches to prepare the way for the landing
and then to support the attacking columns,

The enemy!s 9,000 troops at Aitape were ill~prepared for the sur-
prise assault, The Naval bambardment followed by vicious air attacks
left them sturned and they offered enly sparodic fire against the
Army troeps as they struggled from the landing craft and acrcss the
beaches, By noon those beaches were congested with mountains of
supplies -~ the troops had advanced inland, pushing the shattered enemy
into the dark fastness of the jungle,

While the squadron tore at the enemy ashore, the SANTEE's crew

anned their guns awaiting air attacks. But all enemy planes in the

(1)
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area had been destroyed = and the men on the SANTEE were forced to fight
thelr first operation vicariously with "the airdales" making seventy-
nine sorties,

By April 24th the area was secured and the Task Foree turned North
for Manus, The SANTEE!'s first battle with the Japanese had been an
ywerwhelming victory,

After a day at Scadler Harbor, Manus, Carrier Division TWENTY=-TWO
put out us part »f Task Group 78.1,and April 27th found this group
mperating in the area North of Humbaldt Bay. Herc the SANTEE!s planes
flew sorties until May 4th when the division returned to the
Admiralties,

Several wecks later the SANTEE reached Espirtu Santo where CVEG-26
disembarked to make room for Marine Aircraft - sixty-six Corsairs and
fiftecn F6F's camprising Marine Air Group 21, Hangar and Flight decks
jammed with planes, living spaces cramped with over one hundred addition-
21l pilots, en June 2nd the SANTEE moved North for Guam, But there
fallowed weeks of declay and changes of plans - for the sca-air battles
areund the Marianas and the battle for Guam prevented the SANTEE!s
Marine Cerps air group from disembarking, Until Orote Air Field en
Guam was secured these planes would have no base, And so while waiting
for that day, the ship passed wecks at Eniwetok = weeks of monotony
and heat with the only event of importance occurring when Captain Fick
was relieved by Captain R. E, Blick,

On August lst the ship put out for Guam and on the 4th the Marine

plancs were transferred to Orote a2irfield, The SANTEE had carried the

(12)
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first land 'ased fmerican air craft to Guam since the Jap occupatien,
That night at anchor in newly won Apra Harbor the SANTEE could see the
great flashes from the guns of the U.S.S. TENNESSEE as she battered the
Japs up the coast of the island, The next morning as the ship left

Guam on her way to pick up her ewn squadron and return to effensive
arfarc, the lMarines ¢f air group 21 went into action against the enemy.

On august l4th CVEG-26 returned to the SANTEE and the next few
weeks were spent in conducting training exercises of Manus, Scuitlebutt
spread "the word" of a coming invasion.

Manus had faded into the morning haze. It was September 10th;
over the horizon to the west lay the island of Mapia off the North
Coast of New Guinea wherc Rear Admiral Sprague!s Task Force 77,1
(Consisting of six CVE!'s - Carrier Division - TWENTY-TWO plus U,S.S,
FANSHAW BAY and U.S5.S. MIDWAY - and eight Escorts) would rendezvous
with the transport force, From there thcy would proceed to a pesifion
>ff the island »f liorotai,

This invasion of Morotai, planned under the code name "Interlude
Operation" was similar to the Aitape~Hollandia landings in two respects:
(1) Agein the purpose was to secure another base fram which to later
on supply air cover for the invasion of leyte; (2)Again the Japs were
completely surprised, At Morotai the Jap garrison consisted of two
hundred fifty men - there was also an overgrown air field., Expecting

this attack to be at Halmahnara, the Japs had built five.airfields and

had 25,000 troops on the island as of September 1@th,

The CVE's in this operatinn would be expected to supply close air

(13)




DECLASSIFIED

Authority: E.O. 13526
By: NDC NARA Date: Dec 31, 2012

support for the D=Day landings, But their main function would be to

completely neutralize the enemy'!s airfields om Halmahera,

(14)
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D-Day, September 16, 1944 — Invasien of Horotai,

The first fingers of dawn crept across the sky and on board the
SANTEE there was all the familiar termoil of a D-Day dawn =~ engines
ropped and howled in the warm—up; exhaust flames glimmered fram the
demp deck planking; and plane after plane streaked off the flight
decke.

Carrier based planes attacked Halmahera according to schedule,
and precisely at 0830 the Army landed on the beaches that bracketed
pitoe Airfield, By mid-afternoon U.S. troops had passed their first
abjectives and dashed on to the final porimeter, A1l day CVEG=26
attacked airfields, strafing grounded planes, bombing gasoline dumps
and warehouses,

With twilight the FM?®s and TBM's began to circle the SANTEE and
come in for landings, But unlike the ycars before the blanket of dark-
ness did not end air operations., Soon the engines of the SANTEE!s
night fighters coughed and then settled into a steady roars The planes
took off into the fading twilight. That was the first time night
fighters had mperated fram a CVE. These flights were cxtromely
hazardous for the planes had no radar and the problem of seeing
and navigating was acute, Frequently the SANTEE's improvised landing
lights could not be distinguished from above - and once the twelve
inch searchlight had to be used to floed the flight deck in order to

guide in the "Night Hawks",

On D-Day the SANTEE's planes made fifty-five flights for a total
(15)
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of one hundrcd and seventy~four hours of combat flying, On the 17th
CVEG-26's fifty flights helped raise Task Force 77.ls's total of

target sorties to one hundred sixty-nine. During the days that

fellowed the intensity of these air attacks never slackened, Destroying
or damaging fifty-five plones by the 19th of September Carrier Divisien
TWENTY-TWO had so completely neutralized the five Halmahera airfields
that even the nightly nuisance raids ("General .ilarm Charlie®) had to
be flown fram Zamboonga, 400 miles distant.,

This neutrazlizatisn of Jap airfields was vitally important even
after the Island of Morotai had been sccurcd, for the irmy Engineers
were working on Pitoe airfield and Jap air raids from their nearoy bases
could make such constructien work impessible, But as the wecks went by
the CVEs! plones continued to hold absolute air supremicy even over the
Jap bases, Each day the enemy'!s air strips were left full of gaping
craters and scattered with remnants of planes, But working feveriously
at night, the Japs repaired the runways and brought from hiding in the
jungles new Bettys, Kotes, and Sallys, Always these planes were shot
down or more frequently destoryed before they took to the air,

One of the highlights of this opeation occurred on September 16th
when ene of the SANTEE's planes was shot down over Wasile Bay. The
rescue of the pilot from under the guns of the encmy resulted in the
fellowing message from admiral Kinkaid:; "Congradulate these involved
in the daring rescue at Wasile Bay and express my admiration of their
corageous actien,"

When the SANEE learned that one ef her pilots had crashed into

enemy waters but had survived aond was drifting in front of enemy ¥<:.. &
(16)
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positiens, several protective planes roared off the flight deck,

CVEG-26 kept a continuous protective cover over the wounded pilot,

The battle that followed continued throughout the day and involved

two PT boats, forty-cight Helcats and Wildcats, three Avenger smokers,
Continuous air cover was dispatchec to Wasile Bay and soon every carrier
in the Task Force was vying to send her fighters to protect the downed
pilot,

The ccaseless strafing fire of the fighting plenes effectively
protccted the wounded pilot as he dirfted close in front of enemy guns
for a period of over 9 hours, PT boats with amazing skill and daring
proceeded to within a few hundred yards of & heavy conccntration of
enemy batteries, made the rescue, ond returned the fire from shore.
During the dash into the Bay the PT's were protected by: (1) Avengers,
who without regard for their own safety, laid & smoke screen &t tree-
top level over enemy AL positions; (2) The withering fire from Hellcats
which pressed attacks at minimum height, The SANTEE's pilot was
rescued and the enemy suffered heavy damage to fuel and ammunition
dumps and gun positions were silenced, CVEG-26 battled all day but
fortunately without loss. However four planes from other ships were
lost in this battle, three pilots being rescued,

On September 27th the SANTEE!s planes flew their last strikes
against Halmahera, Pitoe airfield on Morotai had been rebuilt by
hArmy Engineers and was ready for operations, During the days from

september 15th to the 27th the intense Jap anti-aircraft fire claimed

two of the SANTEE!'s planes but one pilot Iaa,paaqued.
(17)
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By the 28th Task Force 77.1 had left Morotai over the horizon,
The SANTEE had completed her third invasion-she was 2 veteran ship~she
was earning her future title "Queen of the CVE!s",

Morotai QOperation
(15 to 27 September)

Enemy planes destoryed - 22
Severely Damaged ground installations, gasoline
dumps, and warehouses,

Sunk several enemy barges filled with troops,

(18)
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uccessful operations off Palau and Guar -~ shattering invasions
at Aitope =~ Hollandia and at Yorotai - suc h was the SANTEE's back-
gcround when she set out for Leyte. Dy this time the ship had become
an entity - as much so as any club - which would survive personnel
chanzes and even the fire and death of the ronths ahead,

The whele area - from the Celebes to Luzon - had been under

tacks for weeks when the SAITEE in Carrier
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Qctober 17th, From then on the intensity of btattle precluded every-
» Time consisted only cf day and night, with dawn

thing but work
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over the alrficld and instellaticns, destroying fiftcen planes;

they bcerbed and sunk o total of fifteen thousand tons of Jap shipping
in the vztcrs onst of Cebu, On the norning of Octcber 13th the

in fcur Jap PT boats blasted; several Jap
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Leyte strikes resu
trucks derolished; a transport planc destroyed; an elghty fcot
schooner sunk; six barges dareged, o seventh sunk; a PT boat sunk;
pier snashcd., These doses of annihilaticn were delivered by the
planes ¢f the SANTIE throughout the period of Msoftening up" , so
that by A-Day the Jop cir strength on Leyte was considerced weakened

~litost to 2 point of non-existence,
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A=Day, October 20, 1944 -=- Invasicn of leyte:

In the twilight of carly dawn the SANTGZE's deck force watched
the bluc cxhaust flames of plane after planc blaze along the flight
deck, curve away from thc bow, climb and disappear -intc the high
distance - bound for the beaches, At 0030 Carrier Division T.WENTY-
TJ0 was under attack by three Jap fighterse. The SANTEE experisnced
four ncar misses, but her forty millimeter and twenty millimeter
batteries were firing steadily, and when a Zeke tried a second attack,
diving throush the smcke of countlcess shellbursts and the interlocking
patterns of traccrs, hc suddenly turst into flame and plurneted
into the water off the starkcard quarter,

The U.S. Army troops crashed onto the beaches at Leyte at 1000,
With tanks in the lead the¢ troops smashed inland; at noon the town
of Dulag was a rass of flames, The planes from the CVE's were repcrteq
as "continuing highly cffective support of cur advaneing troops,
damaging buildings, fuel and arrmuniticn dumps, trucks, gun emplace=
nents, and troopts trenches," During those first deys the SANTEE!s
planes flew strikes against thc¢ enemy con Cebu, Negros, Samar - and
centinued pounding Leyte. Two Jap Tonys werce knecked down by CVEC-26
on the 21st, And on the 24th three SMNTEE planes spctted a flight of
forty-cight Jap Bettys and other bombers heading for the Leyte beache
hcad where unloading vias pregrcssinge These three Fhi's swarmed into
the formation, and befere other plones came toc their assistance seven
of the boribers had crashcd while two riorc were prcebably destroyed,

Then the SANTEE tric was joined by FOF's and when the air battle

was cver every Jap berber had been shot down, This was a rather
s D e
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outstanding episode in the dey!s events..
Through the day of the 24th thc Task Force's radios had been

L - : ) . = - e 1 y 1 . T
t!'s scouting subnarines - all these

scveral task forccs, Tl cws that such heavy concentraticns of
Snery poiwer were within twenty-six hcurs of Son Bernadine Straoit

ATr™

l Sprcad, ond an air of tense expectancy settled cver the CV3ils,
That night cf October 24-25th the USS SANTEE, USS S NGACN,

oU 'ANNZE and the UtE PETRCF BAY, were ncving west toward their

operating area northeast of Surigac Stroit, This group of CVE!s
had the battle designaticn "Taffy One". Thirty riles tc the ncrth

in an area ¢28t of Swrar Island the CVD's of "Taffy Two! were pro-
“m e e . 1 o Py SRRLRAG Tt N, [ R 5 '] - PR e, B o A I e
paring ror the next days strikes = and the carricrs cof "Taffy Three!

stcared toward their crea scutheast of San PRernadinc Strait. In

LS |

these hours before the dawn of the 25th the 2ir was £illed witl
irantic repcrts: Admiral Oldendorf's 7th fleet £ c¢ld battleships

et i crcss th 4 reat Jap task forec in Suriga
otraitj J p battleships and cruiscre werc racing thrcugh San Dernadinc

—

by 0600 the 25th the 7th flcet had turncd back the J=p force in
urigac Strait but t the nerth "Taffy Three!" faced sannihilaticon,

The Jap battleships had passed thru Sen Dernadine Strait and orcned

ighteen thcusand yards. The attacking Nips
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were under air assault f{rom "Taffy Threet!s" planes, but withcut aid

those ecarrdars would ‘e swept nside by the eneryy as he headed fer ‘
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procced north to the rescuc. Five TBF's swept into the air carrying

terpedees - the ren on board nover expected them te survive the attack,

dong the catwalks the gun crews stocd by ti

twentics ready teo jump in an instant intc the swift, preciscely drilled
acticn of rapid firc, The flight deck was clear of plancs - CVEG-26
ias attacking, The after elevatcr was down - it was 1740,

The sudden whinings cry of chine gun bullets sent men secattering

a shatterins cxplocion, Flares and gascs blasted aercss the flight
nd nancar deckse, blen were struck down by flying pieces of Jagped

nieccs rf decking and

-
=
=

The fury of the expl~sicn ripped c¢pen the flight

All wver the o/NT.IE ren raced te repair stations - fire parties

1 1| g 4 I= oy pmy o an sy o 1.- 1 el e = T T, ) B Py | 1, N iR, g o ] - -
rushed to the hansor deck = hoses were brought te kear on the flight

Scattered near the borbh st I'afze hatch were r any fj"l-'ﬂ—}illﬂ-ir{;d
» und bonbs, and several depth charges had split cpen and were burning,

During riinutes tense with the exjcctancy of an explosion rmen i lled

thiese bonmbs (ver the side,
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The srrinkler syster. had | n turned «n instantly nd this com-
tined wiith t fire fighter!s effcrts, kept t fires from srreading
through the planes parked on the hangar deck,

The forty rillincter batteries lining the flight deck had cpened
up alrest irrediately after the suicide plar it fer cverhead nore
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bean,
LRy 4 ¢ ~fter the initial attack by 1 suicide plone
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d then he tcc crashed intc the sca, The fifth plane, having

I.-L.Ti b
rcfueled on cne of "Taffy Twotls" carrisrs landed cn the SANTEE a

1117, Destroyers were dispatched to the frur pilets and they were
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rescued rcturning t¢ the ship several days laters These five
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The tursts frrred - a blanket bencath the Judy - it hesitated and pulled
up. Then again the Jap ncsed cver intc a dive and again the ferties
warded him off, At this time a SANTEE plane, having elimbed

straicht throusch the intense fire, shct down the threatening

Jap -plane, /And then within atter of rinu
ancther Judy dcwn in flanes,

[} 1.'

straight intc the SI NECEs On the CVE=29 t
18 thelr sister ship was engfulfed in flaores
shcets of flare rcared intc the water when
flight deck = rien were seen dangling fron r
yaves = ~thers dove from the burning ship in

tes this sane pilct sent

and hurl itself

= ™™

he crew wat

nd black

as.line p

~a g

ver the

the fire beluw,

Fecrty riillireter shiells explcded and shct into the srioke blackenec
sky. DBut agnin the SUW/NNEE survived. Other ships arcund the S.NTLE
were hit.
That night Jap ™ r!" planes rnade flirhts cver the SANTEE
lerti the crew. There was nc break in the tension until the next
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he SANTTE!s return to the Stotes was delayed at Pearl while a steel
nlate was welded over the goping torpedo hole in her side,
San Pedro, California on December 5th, 1944, and the crow went ashorel
The following wecks, while the ship was in drydock, were snent by the men
on 23 deys lcave, Thosc days ashorec were memorcble for their activities,

Repaired and replenished by Janusry 26th, 1945, the S.NTIZ on that date
went to San Diego where Coptein Blick wes relieved. Contain J,V. Peterson
becamc the "Old Mon" on the SLIIIEE Janwery 27th and ramddned in command from
that date to the present,

CVE-R29 saw CVEG-26 go over the side while ot Eag Diego, ond CVEG=24 =
vith cighteén F6Fts ond tuclve TBU's -~ was cmbarked,

February was spent at Pearl Harbor while training exercises were cond-

doys before the SANTIE!'s denarture the CV USaratogall

[
o

f:\

-t

ucted off Oahu,
entered Pearl ofter her tragic 'contact! with a2 Kamikaze., The sight reminded
cng S .NTIH of her introduction to '"The Devine Vind" - she prepared to face the
Jap meniacs again, departing for the Viest Pacific on March Tth,

I short stop over at Ulithi and then on to San Pedro Boy, Leyte where
two more F6F's werc welcomed ~board, Scuttlebutt spread 'the word" for days,

tiien on the 27th all doubt wis cast aside. The S/NTEE put out fram Leyte

T

with the CVE STE/MER BAY and four DD!s comprising T.U. 51l.13.3. The SANTE!s
Contzin Peterson took command of this unit ¢nd it headed North on its way to
the invesion of Okinawa, where landings were to commeneée on Love Day, April

18t
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1

On M"Love minus Two" dey, March 30th, the SANTIE rendezvouscd with the
transports carrying the 7th and 96th /rmy Divisions to Okinawa, The SANTEE
wae abgsorbed into this group which wos designated 2t T.U. 52,11.3,

Enroute to the Tare

-
=

et area the ship prepared for the comming battle -
suci preparation being mainly a mental struggle within cach man, Having
experienced the vieiousness of ) tactics and having heard about Iwe Jima,
che men now felt thet they knew what the future would hold, Okinawa was

cneouragin@ly close to Japan - close to the final goal, but also it wes
closer than ever before to the home islands which spawned the suicide corpse
ind certainly new forms of fenaticism could be exvected, new devices of death
calcuated by Tokyo to retreive victory. On board the SINTEE thosc days on
route to the invasion of Okinawa were fraught with an emotion common to all
mén ol sourage - fear,

On "Love minus One" (March 31st) T.U, 52.11,3.was absorbed in T.U. 5213

L0 ]

amadl LRl e e el AR : - : £ev]
nd thne planes of CVEG-24 joined the LCAP, That night with a full yellow
moon showing from behing a light over cast, Admiral Sample directed his Naval

forces to move up to the operating area off Okinawe,

(29)
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Love=Dey, Easter Sunday, .ioril lst, 1945. Invasion of Okinawa,

The landing craft viere swerming around the attack transports, weaving in
and out amid the early morning mists, Overhead circled several TBM!s from
Th

CViG—24 while the F6F!'s strafed the landing beaches. The Marines were loaded

into the LCI!'s and ICT!'s and these little boats started for Okinawal's broad

beachess Suddenly the cirecling TBM'!'s swept down over the whole arcea omvel-
oping the ships in o long thick cloud of white smoke - back and forth, the
planes traverscd the area spreading their blanket from ships to beachs .nd
then as soon as they were covered, the landing craft raced back to their
crensportls, embharked, and the entire forece departed the arca, leaving the
Jans cxpcetling an attack momentarily from out of the smokcee

his fient was surprisingly successful = over on the 'iest coast of QOkinawa
the Marinos reaehed the beach, rushed forward, Only sporadic shots met them,
and the Marines suddenly realized they were experiencing an invasion devoid of
their customiry bloody losses, By cvening of Love Day the 10th irmy had

w

crossed tho island thus splitting thce enemy forees, During the hours from

N54.5 to 1905 on love day the 8 .NTEE!'s planes covered. the diversanary feint

on the Hast Coast, then attacked cnemy positions and susported the advancing

From that Easter Dey on through seventyy lays of active operatlions

off Okinawa the SINTEE carricd the attack to the enemy, Through those long

(g |

weeks ~ from lpril lst to Junc 19th - the ship wos on the constant alert,

(uns were manned twenty-~four hours a day and more times than anyone cared to &.

L]

remember the ecrie bonging of thc General llarm sent every man on board racing

L)
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equipment, fighter directors leaned over thelr © pboards to track
vements ol LOgeys 1 to vector out the fighter squadron,

South of Okinawa the islands of Szkishima Gunto lay lamost equally
listant bet Formos~ and Okinava, Here the Japoncse possesscd seweral
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n11 stragety and had to be elimincted as a

L

’
i
-
=
i Js

-
S 1

o
L
e

%
-
r;'i'
pars
I._.I...
L
-
¥
H
=
2]

This task could only be accomplished by keeping the islands under constant

air cttack; and a British Task Force was ossigned this mission.
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During the first wecek of the campaign the SANTEE operated off Ckinawa

sending in daily strikes., On april 6th CVEG-=24 shot down three Jills West

of IE Shima, ‘Then on April 7th the British Force withdrew from the Saki-
shima area for the purposc of refucling and replenishing, TeUs 524143
ordercd to take over this mission., This mission wes described in an official
plen as eclling for "an eorly morning sweep and strike at the airficlds on
Miyako and Ishizaki for the purnose of destroying aircraft and airfield;
faeilitics, Such strikes arc to bc repecated, if neccssary, to accomplish
the purnosc of the mission,!

april 8th the SANTEE's air operctions commenscd ay 0549 and terminated
at 1907 with missions flown over both Miyako and Okinawa, The F6F!s returned
from QOkkinawa with holes in ;huir wings as evidence of intense AL fire - one
TBM wos demaged over Miyako. But in return for this damage CVAG-24!s two
strikes against Miyako!s Harara ai ““]“JL left the runways pock-marked with
craters, an ammunition dump blown up, and two planes (one Tony ond One Betty)
ddstroycd on the zround, The tivo strikes against Okinawa had attacked Jap
positions, landed bombs at the entrances of fortified caves, supported troops
and destroyed AA positions with rocket fire,
the following four days the SANTEE!s planes continued to heln T,.U,
52«le3 neutralizc the Sakishima arca. On one mission CVEG=24 lost their
commander when he was hit by LA fire while leading an attack on the Miyako
airstrip,

On April 12th the British CV's resumed operations and TeU. 52¢143.W8

} -

1 therefore ordered to rendezvous with flcet oilers for refueling end there-—

after to support the Tenth Army on Okinawa, These orders were in effect from

April 12th to the 17th and the SANTIZE responded by supplying aircover for

(32)
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the landings ond the following operctions on IR

for refuecl

nd replenish=-

ing

The British withdrew from the Sckishime area ond
ing on the 17th and again the SANTEE as port of T,U, 52.1.3 moved south to
the operating areac i« ry out the mission interdiction of Miyako and
Ishigaki. BEwvery day CVEG=24 flew off the SANTERL for two or threc strikes

d by May 4th (when the British CV's surned ) the planes of the CVE~29 had
destroyed twelve Jap aircraft and continued the successful meutralization of
Snkishima area, Aftor 4th the British forece opercted under a program of
alt ting between tuwo days of operctions end two days of refueling and
replenishing, This »rogram wis in effect until My 15th during whieh titic
the SANTEE and sister CVI!s substituted for the British force when it
wes not present; and then uoon return of the British the CVils went north

to conduct strikes ageinst the Jans on Okinawa,

on May 25th the British worships retired perminately from

h2«1l.3 assumed and carried out 2lone the Sakishima mission
7 to June loth

©

The U,C.8, SLNTEZE during th.ot perded flow forby-scven
the airstripes on Ishigaki end Miyeko, hitting ruways, di
an underground amphibious base, buildings, enti-airereft o
storage arcas - gencrally moking life hell for the Nin and

less,

[ =] 5 l'" -;"'. v rax= 1 .-‘ 1 3 -y 1-|- - 29 m
On Ishigaki the enemy had build up a heavy

|
L=* 4 BN

at times a deadly gy of fire,

guns making thot airfield

n these positions with bombs and rockcets graduclly

-k b

on both Miyake ond Ishigaled the light AA was intense and

widely
(3)

one fact that those positions were

Uson completion of
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accurate,
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and tracer fire never used, this type opposition was ncver completely knock-

ed out, It wee almost impossible to locate the light Al gun positions for

3

equently they were hidden in towns comoflaged as houses and with no tracer

'\-\.-l'n.“-\_ﬂ

peveal the implocements it was difficult to effectively combat this defense,

'r""\
s,

the art of camoflage and used it to full

The Japs were accomplished in
advantage, Their aircraft dispersal a2rea were spread amongst the jungles and

their pevetments were in many places underground or inside caves; but rockets

Lol

-1 =

were sucessfully used against this type target. As 2 result of these defenses

\l o

the S.NTEE lost six planes to anti-aircraft fire over liiyako and Ishigaki -

e

out two of the pilots were rescued from waters near the islands,

aboard the SANTIEE during the forty-two days the ship operated against
shima arce. the crow would watch the returning -lanes, count them
anxiously as they swung into the landing cirecle, watch each plane as it sets
tled down on the flight deck ond taxied forward, and study the wings and
fusclages for the ragged holes which might tell them something of the tough
anti=aircraft fire over the targets, The retumn of CVEG-24 was always a scene
filled with suspensc.

On May 2nd the following despatech was issued by the Commander of Task
Unit 52,1.3 to his CVE!s, .Although it is in refence to a limited period

of time, it might well heve been applied to the whole Sakishima operation,

"The post several days hove been tough ones for 21l hands X The

snips have opercted full out for an unprecedented period X The

X 3

squadrons have been given the toughest 2ir job in the book namely

repeated attacks ageinst btrongly defended airfields X That you have

done your job well is attested by the figurcs and confirmed by Admiral ]
(34)
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neutralization of airfields in Salrishima Gunto he hes not been troubled

by Jap planes fr the South even though many shipns have been sunk and
damagec by planes fr G llorth X ere is no doubt that given the
poortunity the Japs will use Sakishi s they planncd on April 22nd
n ou nioped forty plane raid from Nobara in the bud X You can well
Al ne the damage and cosualtles that suc raid could have caused X
So far we have only dished it out X If the Japs try to change
thot the screen I urc has a read; answer for them X Currently you
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On May 24th six TBM's on the S.NTIE were loaded with 1,000 pound bombs, |

(35)
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0 their objective, COver Shuri Castle the nlanes peeled off and dropped

their missiles, Greot clouds of dust and rubble mushroomed skyward -~ when

t last goined a goothold in this position. Such was the type
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lowered into the magazines., The armunition was brought from asrmunition sh
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in ICIls to the SANTEE, and then the crew labored as at no other t
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conplete their job, The sooner the bombs were aboard, the eoconer Keroma
etto could be left over the horizon - and that was as closec as any one sared

bec.
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gverytine the CVIi-29 went into the rearming basc the General Alarm sound-

ed before loading could be completed ~ but niracously the SANTEIE survived,
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Along with her regular operations the SANTAE also served as an Oiler,
for she lias o great cargo oil capecity. Seven times off Okinawa the ship
rcoelved oll and gasoline from oilers, teking on a total of 56,505 barrels,
During the operation twenty-scven destroyers were fueled by the CVE-29.
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{7 DAYS OFF OKIN.AWA

(ipril 1st to June 1l6th)

1851 flown - 3,073,

yomb hours flown - 9,535,

Pons of bombs and rockets dropped on the Japs - 906,
Jop plal destr | t) rouna = 30,

(38)
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The operation itself consisted of furnishing air protection for mine
sweepers clearin ared of shoal witers 90 miles west of Okinawa sut the
cmbroidery supblied by the erew of the SINTIZE gave the oper-otion an imnortante

Jich it might well merited. The possibility of invesions on the China

Coast was reel and such minesweeping cnerations would be : Necessary prepar-
tion for any invasion of t Jap held coast line. The SANTEE may well have
Jeen preparing tine highwey for what would have been her sixth invasion,

OUn July lst the ship took her position off Leyte anid Carrier Supnort

Nit 32.l.2« This grous of five CVi's was attached to Task Force 32 which
boasted several battleshins 1 crulsers, The entire grou ved up to the
operating area znd supporte le flect of minesweeper: The "Sweepers! carried
out thedr dangerous task several miles lNorth of the susp orting force while

tie planes from the CVE cir grouns flew sorties overhe d, fanning out over

a wide area of the Dost China Sca, But during the days of the operation -

ront July 5th {Jig Day) to July 15th - the planes were uncble to intorc ot
any Jap ralders. SINTEL's radar picked up Bogeys on rerel occasions, but
CVEG-24 wes only able to (¢ vieua ntact witi: two cnemy planes.

Uperating over & lurge arca South of the minesweepers the Task Force
frequently found itself aomidst floating mines, The sight of these mines
became desparately common. Twice the S.NTIE able to avdid collision
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COMMANDING OFFICERS OF THE U,.S.5, SANTEE

CAPTAIN W, D, SAMPLE USN

24 AUGUST 1942

CJ'LPTI‘!LIN Hl F- }'ICI{ U:.-.;II"]

22 May 1943

CAPTAIN R, E. BLICK USN

11 JULY 1944

CAPTAIN J. V, PETERSON USN

27 JANUARY 1945

3
(@

TO

!'L'I O

281, N GONZAIEZ ST. PENSACOLA, FIA.

PENSACOIA, FLORIDA

11 JULY 1944

716 SPRING ST., MICHIGAN CITY, IND,

27 JANUARY 1945

835 GUADLIUPE AVE, CORONADO, CALIF.

STILL IN COumaND THIS
DATE 1 FEBRUARY 1946.
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NORFOLK, NAVY YARD
BERMUD.., Bi.H/M. ISLiNDS

YCRKTOWN, Va.

HiMPTON ROADS, Vi,

RORT OF SP.. Il" TRINIDAD

RECIFE, BRAZIL

CHESuPEAKE BiLY

Ci.ShBLANCA, FRENCH MOROCCO

OFF S.FI, MOROCGO

NEW 'fCll'tK CITY

GREENOCK, SCOTL.NB

GLASGOW, SCOTLAND

GITUN LiKE, CiNoL ZONE

BALBO., C.NAL ZONE

NOrTH ISIiND, SaN DIEGO, C..LIF,

PEARL HARBOR, T.H.

ESPIRITO SiNTO, NEW HEBRIDES ISLANBS
PEKQO. CHANNEL, NE'.I HEBRIDES ISIANMS
PURVIS BiY, FLORID. ISLLNDS

SEADIER HARBOR, MaNUS, ADMIRGLTY ISILANDS
KWii\J..LEIN nT‘DLL MARSHALL ISLANDS

aPRA | 1;1L3'Cﬁ GU; Ih, MiRCIGNNAS ISLANDS
TANAPLG PMRBOR SATIPALN, HL:LH.L N"‘L;u IE}L IJD:_:
SAN PIDRU CJ\I‘IF‘ =

SaN PEDRO BAY, LEYTE ISLAND, PHILI.IPI"JL ISLANDe
KERAMA RETTO, NANSEI SHOTO

OFF KIRUN H.i..:iBUR FORMOSA

"JuLI‘JIL;,PHI LIIPINE ISIANDS

BUCKNER BAY, OKINAWA GUNTO, NaNSEI SHOTO
WAKAYALA, HONSHU, JAPAN

WAKANOUR: WAN, HONSHU, JAPAN

TOMO GaA SHIIMA, HONSHU, JaPAN

URAGL SUIDO HiRBOR, HONSHU, JAPLN

TOKYO H&RBOR, HONSHU, JAPAN
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CONGRATUIATORY MESSAGES
November 1942

From: Battle Report of Invasion of North aAfrica,

Arrival of Santes Planes reported to have precipitated immediate
capitulation of this strong hold,

August 1945

From: CINCLAND
To Santee

Effective blows against enemy during santeel!s long and
successful cruise reflects great credit on all hands in Santee, Well Done,

January 1944,

From: Com.irLant
Tc - Santee

AS the Commander air Force iLtlantic Fleet 1 desire upon your
departure from my command to express my appreciation of your efforts
energy and initiative for me und against the enemy., I wish you luck
and success against your new foe, Good Hunting.
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EXCERPTS FROM MESSAGES ~FTER THE BATTIES AT IEYTE
October 1944

A1 send my heartiest commendation of the magnificent Navel Victory
of the 7th Fleet in the Leyte Gulf Battle, Under heavy attack and adverse
odds their indomitable determination, splendid efficiency and outstanding
courage overgsis all obstacles", Macirthur,

"The skill and courage displayed by your forces in repelling the
powerful elements of the Japanese Fleet were magnificent and have added
an inspiring chapter to the History of the United States Navy!" Halsey.

"The entire sixth army joins me in extending heartiest congratulations
to your Seventh Fleet on your splendid victory over the Jap Navel Forces',
ComGen 6.

"This praise your have earned, as stout men you have proven your
Valor and Sunken Jap Ships attest your skill. To all who have contrib-
uted to our great victory, "Well Done" = = = Kincaid,

"To the Officers and men of the Escort Carrier and to the Kin of
those who were lost, This task group has participated in one of the
decisive battles of this war, Never have fighting men had a greater
task and never have fighting men performed their duty with greater de-
termination and distinction. Against such team work the enem; could
not prevail, I am proud to have been privileged to be present and
observe your achievements, - - = - = T, L, Sprague

Fraom: CincPac idv,. Hgs,
To = The 5th Fleet, May 1945

The Officers and men of the Fifth Fleet by their courage fortitude
and general fighting abilities are making proud pages in the History of
our Navy and our Nation. The marner in which they are inflicting damage
on the enemy keeping the sez for prolonged periods and controlling damage
is cause for great pride and satisfaction. Congratulations to as superb
& body of Seamen and fighting men as ever engeged in battle.
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From: COM TF 31 June 1945
To ¢ Ridm Durgin (ComEsCarFor)

Radm Durgin, Hope that you note with considerable pride and
satisfaction that organized resistanee on Okinawa had ceases, Your
contribution to this successful campaign is generally appreciated and
well known, None the less I wish to ada my personal appreciation for
& swell job and the ever ready and willing spirit of the CVE!s,

From: Commander Air Forces Pacific Fleet hdugust 1945
To 1 Alr Forces Pacific Fleet.

It is with a feeling of pride and humility that I say to all officers
and men of Air Force Pacific Fleet "Well DoneY From the grim early days
of the war to the §lorious day of victory over the last of the Aggressors
Naval aviation has been in the forefront., The noteable part you and your
comrades whose lives were bravely sacrificed have played in the
reduction of Japanese Military is known to and will be remembered by all
the world, You have carned the Blessing of Pecace and the Enduring
Gratitude of your countrymen.

Froms Admiral Ketcham Passing on admiral Scptember 1945
Kinkcids!s liessage.
o S Santece and Ships in Company.

For evacuation of POWS from Formosa you were nothing short of
sensational. To every officer ond man in your ships is due resounding
applause for shoving your noses into Kiirun before the Occupation without
thought of self in a meost worthy cause, Handling of passcngers and their
care like everything elsc in the operation was done in the American way and
there is no better, I pass to you Com 7th Fleets message, "Your prompt
and determined action in the Formosa evacuation under difficult
circumstances was a magnificent performance, A Godsend to our prisoners.
Well Done. = - - Kinkaid,

From: ComhirPac Admin
TO 't Santeec November 1945

Welcome, It is good to have you back and to commend the Santee

upon campletion of an effective combat tour, Well Done,

Fraoms ‘Com 11th Naval District,
Toi g Santee November 1945,

Commandant sends greetings and Well Done. Pass to all Hands.
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TaSK ORGANIZATIONS ATTACHED TO

DES IGNATION DATE orC

TF 22

G 22.3

U 22.3.1 13 Oct. 1942 CAPT. W. D. SAMPIE
TF 34 25 Oct. 1942 RADM HEWLTT

TG 3442 25 Oct, 1942 RADM LC WHORTER

TG 34410
TG 34 .23

? Nov, 19!-1-2
13 Nove 1942

IN U.5.5, PHILADEILPHIA

CAPT.

:I' 'J- ™ I.rl ™ LE)J. '.Ji.l1'E 1:' IE

TU 224341 25 Nov, 1942 CaPT, W.D, SAMPLE

TF 23 26 Dec, 1942 CAPT, W.,D, SAMPIE

TF 23 .1 9 Jan, 1943 RADM OM. READ

TU 23 ;16 1 Jan. 1943 RADM, O.M. READ

TU 23 1.7 1 Mar, 1943 CAPT, W.D. SAMPIE

TG 41.7 15 Mar, 1943 CAPT. W.D, SaMPIE

Lx 2lydd 13 June 1943 C4PT, HJF, FICK

TG 58,7 15 Mar, 1944 DM, V,H. RAGSDLIE

TF 78 16 Apr. 1944

TG 784 7 May 1944 RaDM, V.H, RAGSDAIE

TU 53.Tad 2 June 1944 RaDM, V.He BAGSDAIE

TU 57.48.1 1 Auge 1944 CaPT, R.E+ BLICK

TU 57 1945 9 Auge. 1944 RiDM. Ve Ho RAGSDALE

TG e 10 Sept. 1944 RaDM. T.L. SPRAGUE

TU 77.1.1 10 Sept. 1944 RaDM, T,Les SPHAGUE

TU 77 &6l 12 Oct, 1944 RaDM, T.Ls SPRAGUE
28 Nov, 1944

T 71737 27 Mar, 1945 CaAPT. J.,Ve PETERSON

T 52els3e 1 April 1945 RADM, W.,De SAMPIE

U 32513 27 May 1945 RADM, W,D, SIMPIE

TU 32.1.3. 1 July 1945 inDM., E.W, IITCH

¢ 77.1 29 nuge 1945 RADM, D, KETCHAM

TU 51'3 19 Sept‘ 19!45 UILDE'L- DI_DM{RF

51,515 24 Sept. 1945 RiDk, Co To DURGIN

TU 513433 1 Oct, 1945 RiDide Ce T+ DURGIN

TG 16,12 4 Nov, 1945 RiDM, H.S. KENDALL
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i'LI:_L \htajljg .--.TT:JJHE} '1.10 J'.-ll_:l.': U-:-"rk-'r'i l—%-s:\:l-{ilhl

VC 29 12 October 1942

VC 29 and VF 29 13 June 1943 20 December 1943
CVEG 26 1 Marech 1944 1 June 1944
CVEG 26 13 August 1944 5 December 1944
CVEg 24 30 January 1945 15 July 1945
CVEG 26 31 July 1945 11 November 1945
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PL.NES SHOT DGIN BY SANTEE'S A4 BATTERYS

20 October 1944 3

25 QOctober 1944 18
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SHIPS CCMPANY LOST DUE TO ENEMY ACTION

KIEIN, Joscph Icc, 886 39 03, TuV2c, USNR
an Francisco, California, 25 October 1944

L

[ L

TAYLOR, Clarence Irwin, 874 99 43, Slc, USMR
Lu¢udﬂ, Ohio, 28 October 1944

WILLIAM, James Houston, 555 82 15, ARi3c, USNR
Phoenix, Arizona, 25 October 1944

DECKER, Oscar Edward, 813 26 89, Slc, USNR
Jersey City, New Jersy, 25 October 1944

DICLERSON, Robert Henry, 256 52 25, Stlilc, USN
-'n .mhlhEﬁt'.ﬁ'ﬁJ D- [-F:i 25 c‘CtU‘bEI‘ 19‘!’-*&

MURRY, William Frank, 376 35 21, iRlle, USN

Chico, LzllLurnlu. 25 October 1944
MC FARLAND, Hooper Zugene, 295 17 24, CBM(PA), USN

San Dicgo, Califernia, 25 October 1944

ON.AN, William Franklen, 287 67 31, &M{3c, USN
Iouisville, Kentucky. 25 October 194l

HILL, Ernest Junior, 300 12 07, Slc, USN
Vicla, Wisconsin, 25 October 1944

ulﬁf:dni, Clinton Edison, 658 59 L4, #RT2c, USNR

Woodlaw, Vz, 25 October 1944

ODOK, Shuler Jennings, 629 46 18, Sle, USMNR
Gibson, North Carolina, 25 October 1944

DE PANICIS, Vincent James 711 48 11, S2c, USIR
Newark, New Jerscy. 26 October 1944

MATHEWS, levon Iee, 564 16 33, Slc, USNR
Frankfort, Indiana 25 October 1944

SANFORD, James Robert, 836 62 95, Slc, USMR

Washington, D,Ce 27 October 1944
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