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m‘,mbro RECONNAissANCE SQUADRON
"AP0.234 = POSTMASTER .
| sm mmc:sco, CALIFORNLA

Hisbory of 3rd Photo Beconnaissance Squadron
- from 1 January to 31 Jem..ary 1945 '

Arrived-Departed Ba.lance of Squadron to
' Guam, 11 Janua.ry 1945.
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Ee Stringth, personnel -

l January 1945

161 Ofﬁ.cers e
.2 Warrant: Officers o
) Flig,ht Officers L
526 Enlisted Mem = -
” 6 Enlisted Men attached

51 J&nua.ry 1945

152 Oi‘ficera -
g Warrant Officers
=3 Flight Offieers
513 PFnlisted Men _‘ ,
' 6 'Enlisted Men a.tt;.ched
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SRalsTe) 1na:1.ssmco '--ﬁue!:fj'-".-n ' MISSION NQs - 7l+

Photo & weather reconnaissance of ’cargets - KYUSHU area..

- PIIAT: T,c'.-KendaJ:L, Ist Lt,’ AC R BT TYPE, & MO F—l3A #877
20T 08425 Z° March l9l+5 B «m:D o9oa25 7
A3 Weather; insballations at NAGASAKT; SASEBO OMURA mcuom- :
- TACHIFRA ATRFTELD; BGBEOKA G S

E S'-'Ltr; ‘Good

NLRRATIVE smumY A/c took off from base ‘at NORTH FIELD, GUAM,. at

1425 Z hours, for: mss:.on to photograph installations on KIUSHU and
to obtain weather data., The trip out was uneventful, and the a./c made

- landfall. SOUTH of NAGASAKT at 2222 Z. ' Photo runs were made on NAGASAKT,
'OMURA, SASEBO, FUKUCKA,. TACHTARBA ATRFIELD and NOBEOKA (in the order
The trJ.p was

" “named) and the return trip was. beg\m, due to low fuel.
: uneven‘bi‘ul a.nd the a/c landed DEPO’I‘ FIELD GUAL at OL;25 Z. L
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FLiK: Total of 9 bursts sighted - over SASEBO - A11 were accurate

- as to altitude, and approximately 100 yards to the left. . :
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ALTI'FUDE 32,500 £b. Ind. @ 2300 2 SPLED:190mph IAS mmyp: —22 deg Ce.
WEATHER: | R o
ROUTE UP:

'OVER TARGET: 3/10 to 5/10 cloud cover, with large,hbles.'

'QOUTE_BACK:

OJ,SERVATIO\IS' - S ’ o o ,
1, At NAGASAKI s:.ghted 6 la.rge, 8 smaller vessels., Time 2225 Z.
2., Saw 3 large towers at- SASEBO, ‘at 2335 Z. P

3, Sighted 4 vessels at 'I'OaiITAKA -0008 Z. AlSo saw 3 vessels at
‘ MDU.TSU. : : : e

COL{ENTS o el R
‘1; LORAN worked during ‘the entn.re flight.
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_ENIT- 3rd Photo Rccomxa:.ssa.ncc Q'y.aﬂx cn MISSIO'\I NO 75

TYP" MI SDLON‘ Weather & photo reconna.issance of KX’USHU area. S

PIINL: 4.5 Sez.ler, Capt, AC S _Zc TYPu & NO' F—13A #585

TA u-O“F 0911,2_1 z March 1945 E o LAND. 100141;2 2
i :7’”‘ Weather, NAGASAKI OMURA FUKUOKA YAWAEA

RESLTS: Excellent

' MAFRATIVE SUn k_;'}’;' afc took off from NmTH FJELD GIJAM ‘at 21 Z hours s
~on & mission to KYUSHU area,- for the ‘purpose of. gatherlng weather data o
and- accompllshz.ng photo reconnaissance in ‘that area. The trip up was
uneventml, and -the climb was started about, 175 miles from the coast. '
It was" dn.scovered that the- a/c wouldn't pressurize, necessn.tat:mg runs
over target areas be:mg made at 25,000 ft. For that reason, after -

- photographing OMURA, the target run was cut short, and the a/c was ‘
-headed SE," photograph:n.ng targets of opportunity across KYUSHU, Aﬁ.m‘
leaving the coast, it ‘was found that the a/c could be pa.rt:.ally
pressurized -~ th:.s was done, and the remainder of the: trip was .
accompllshed without i‘urther :an:Ldent. Landlng was' made a.t DEPOT
FIELD, GUAMat 01;1;2 Z. S
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FL4K: First 31ghted 8 bursts over I\IAGASAICE maccurate, about -
8 000 ft. below, ' Over CMURA, an- estimated 100 bursts total -~ very
accura'be.' . Some was close enough to hea.r, boxing :Ln the ship.
Seemed to- be ‘in clusters of ) and 8 bursts.
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 ALTITUDE: 25,700-ft. Ind. @ 2250Z = SPEED: 190mph IAS-TEMP: -20 deg C.

WEATHER:

ROUTE UP:

OVER_TARGET:
QOUTE BACK:

OJESERVATIOMS- . ' ’ '
1. Fighter strip s:.ghted on ‘IAKU ISLAND

2. 10 vessels.(4-DD, 4.CA, 2 CV) sighted at 20/39N w/ozE (02322) .
On course of 109, bub: started wide circle as. a/c passed over. )

. 3. Sighted a large number. of cargo vessels in harbor at NAGASAKT,

COMRL mNTs-
1. ¥inds at. a.lt.ntude were as predicted. o
2. LORAN worked all. the-way to target and backs’
_3“'. : Could not preesurlze a/c unt:.l after lea,v:.ng target

JOHN F. CROSBIE Ga.p‘bain, AC
INTE.I.CGET\I“"‘ OFFICER.




: SEGCREI .
m , 3rd Photo Reconnaissance Squadron‘ - MISSION KQ: 107

- TYPE kISSION' Pho*co reconnalssancc

,pmo'r Omer L. CC_-, st Lt TV . A/c TYPE & NO: T-134 #870

TAK'E OFF' 281700 Mar'ch 1945 . LANDED: 290710 Z March 1945
. mARGETS: A:erlcn ¢s on nusrm | |

RESULTS:  Gbod

NARRATIVE SUMHARY;

A/C took off from SAIPAD The U3 Fleet was sééniabout”SO miles south

Tof KYUSHU. -Landfall was made on island of TAKUI VA at 2330 é. .Flew on to

L FUR JROE:. SLINA, there turned 1ﬂ and hit. KYLSPU at SAS“BG. Contimied’ along coast
- passing over FUKUOKA, YAWATA, OITA and SAEKI, leaving there at 011C Z. The
’trlp.back.was uneventful.,‘passed over IWG JI} on’ route_home.
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ENEMY, OPPOSTTTON:

_ One t/e fighter seen below and clinbing near FUKUOKI, but did not
rcfaCh‘valtitUde of photoka/c, ‘ EREREE ' o . ‘

Intense and ‘some accurate.

¢ Hone:
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SECRED

 32;800 ft,j£rue - SEEED:195 mph TAS-  1252’fh5 deg

5/10‘¢lond‘cpver:
Fair-
QBSERVATIONSS

'Us Fleet south o? FYUSHU Several F6Fs came up to intercevt before.
“identification was made,

22 small boats seen off YAKIJTUA.

2 flgh‘ers tock off from WJKUOKI alrfleld.

Reflections seen from two airfields.

Several: ships, masulyjire*ghters, seen in harbors near Y YATA and
alowg STRAITS. . = :

Jap statlons plcPed up on 6200 kv and 7300 kc.

JCHN F. CROSEIE
- Captain, Air Corps
INTELLTGENCE OFFICER.
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