r

The Comrminications Dent. at OWADA nerfrrmead statistical analyses
of communicetions intercemtinng. Can you tell us how menr nennle
were asslgned to thils work?

I have been to OWADA only two or throe times and heve rot scen 1t
cnmnletely. I believe that the Statistics Sectirn hed quite =
nunber of men.

Can you tell us anything, in 24ditisn to what you have already,
Aescribed, about the mrthods nf statistical anelysis work done
at OWADAY

I think it would be bettor if you asked Alrectlyr et the 3rdi Section
for this information as I am not able to zive you = crest deal.

Did the TENGO Plan, as nriginally written in January or Februery of
this year, cover the cstimate 2s to nossible landinss on the Janan-
ese homeland? )

The TENGO Plan covered only OXINAWA and the Southern Arca, tut the
KETSUGO Plan covered the oventuallty »f any lendinazs on the Jamanese
homeland, d1d not include KARAFUTO ~r the K RTAS.

Was the TENGO Plan revised from time to time as further informetion
wag secured?

It Aid =0t chanze., It wes 2 nlen, was set un, an' nct chanzod.

Was there a further cstimete or »lan maie on 1 June regerdins the
estinates in connectinn with the defensc of the Jenancse mainlend?

Therc was 2 nlen made un at that time. However, I was not snecl-

fically concerncd with 1t. I Yelleve it was in June.

Were you not in the lst Sectlrn Af the 1st Denartment in June of
this year?

Yes. I wae in the scetion at that time.

What waee your estimate then ms tn where snd whcn the Allied land-
inzg would nceur »n the Jananese mainlsni?

Our estimates were always = 1little tit sarlier then the actual
facts, inasmuch =5 the Aeclsi~n 2s tn when and where the Amcricen
forces would land wes a matter of hizher authority, ead my estimete
was only an ecstimate, Lovever, in ny oninicn, I thouzht that the
American forecs could meke a laniinz mossibily as early es the
early mart nf Auzust, thet 1t demended unnn theo status of the wea=
ther as it wertained to the utilization »f rambers. Aetuelly, in
my wersonal cstimate, I oxnected lendinse in the first nart of
Sentember., HEowever, there were severel cmininns, ani the oninion
of certein memrers nf the Generel Staff wzs that 1t weuld come in
the first nmart of Qectober. That nerteincd to XYUSEU, It was my
oninlon that landinzs wauld te earriz? out in the S~uthern nert of
KYUSHU on either the Mast or the West crast, in either tho ARIAXT BAY
or MIYAZAKI Areas. This noinion wes also neld by the Army.

Unon what information wes this opininon bhased?

This wes a stratezlc declsinn. It denmended, in the firet instance,

on alr suneriority beinsz otteined in the OKIFAYA Arsa. This wes a

Judement Tased unmon no narticuler viece nf information. I based

my decision unnn the mast oxmeriences »f the war, particulerly such

a fector as the fact that as ¥YUS®U wes an island, air suneriority

could be obtained over i1t, And it wes almost withrut communicatinns,

narticularly railroad communicationg with the rest of Jenan. Horeover,

1t lay stratesicelly hetween the main wart of Javan en? Chine.
~RTSTRICT™D-
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Based on this, how meny Alvisions nf Janenese tronms wera noved
into KYUSKU?

1 ds nnt remember. 1 was nobt Alrectly concerned. The ovnerational
jnfarmation on thc movement of our owa tronms, end gimilar metters,
wae nnt a matter within my »mrovince. My job was spvecificelly that
nf cstimating American intentlons.

Inssmuch as the eommunicati~ns were moor, esneecislly railrnad
with recard to trenemortation hed the estimate bern wrong, tae
results would heve been most serisus for Javan. Ien't that so?

Yes.
You rmist have been very sure nf your estimate then.

It is truc that the rosults would have teen Alszsirous if my

egtimate hed been wronz. Hnowever, based on my mest exmeriences,

I felt sure that the Americsn army would lend nowhere, in this
initial operation, exeent on FYUSHU. I Aid nnt feel that it was

at all likely thet the Americens would land on FOKKAIDO, and the
landine in the Tokyn eres, I felt sure, would te suhsequent tn KIUSHEU.

In addition %o what you heve already told us, would you further
elatarate on your reasoninz snd the infornetinon which hrouzht you
to this conclusinn?

In aidition to what I heve already s=2id, there wes nractically no
other method of reasoninz thet I used, tut my mothod ~f reasoning
was ourely a tactical judement.

Was it unon this judement alone then thet the denlayment of Japan's
farces wes tesed for the defanse of the home islands?

It was not my deelsion slone, As I heve exnleined before, the final
Aeclsisn wes arrived at bty & commerison ~f the Acelsiong ~f all of
the ~fficers workins nn this sutiect in the lst Scetlon - TOMIOXA,
OIMAR, and nthers, The finsl decision was thed telioved by the sroup
to be wiscst by them aftcr considerable discussinn.

Basod unon this decisirn, was a olan for the Aefense of KYUSEU end
Jepan Arawn un?

The plen for the deofense nf FYUSSU was en Army affair since, after
2ll, they were the nnes nrimarily concerned, Hnwever, inssmuch es
we had nractically no Javy left at thet time, and inasmuch 2s our
air frrce wes zrestly denmleted, the ends ~f Yotk the Army and Nevy
were oractically identicel. Consequently, all of the Fevel Alr, es
well =s the tulk of the Army Air, was concentreted, =8 2 result of
this estimate, in the Western mart »f the island, fron the KYOTC
Ar-~e West snd South. The KUTSUGD Onerstinn Plan emmlied nnly %o
alr smoraticrne inasmuch as outside nf a2ir rmeratirns ezeinst the
fleet nrinr to its landinz, thrre was very little we could suc—
cessfully heve done. The vlen Aid n-t anmly heyond such 2 time

as the American forces mizat have securad a firm f-nothnld,

Wes thet plan Arswn un by the 1lst Demartment?
It was malc un ty the Cnmbined Flret.

What wes the date nf that nlan?

I d» nrnt rementer.
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Wasg it atout the first of June?

As this is a matter of aircraft, I do not recell.

However, the estimates in the olan dealinz with the time and olace
of tho expeccted landing were furnished vy you, were they nnt?

The Combined Fleet was of the same opinion as wc were.

Did the Combined Fleet go through the same wrocedurc as the General
Staff 41d?

The actual declsion was worked out Tetwern the General Staff and

the Combined Fleet, Inasmuch as I was not directly eoncerned with
tho confercnces carried on between the Combined Floet and the General
Staff, I 4o not mow where or when meetings were held, but confer—
ences were carred on frequently betwoen the two.

What wee the basis for ysur cstimate that landings at XKYUSHU mizht
be made at ARIAKE?

On the basis of the opinion of the LEYTE landings, 1t was quite
likely that landings would be made in this area. An~ther reasol
wae that ARIAKE 4ig the only vplace in KYUSEU where e flret can g0
close to shore.

In the plan that wae develoved, of which Cant. OLEMAR gave me a
cony, the numbers of shins in verious classifications available
for tro landinz was given. We would like to know upon what infor-
mation those estimates were bascd.

This cstimate cem to ue from the 5th Section which is the sectlon
in the 3rd Department concerned with American fleet strength,
baged upon their past information of the flret, vlus information
zathered at OKINAWA, Such information waes quite casy to gather
inasmush 28 we were able to observe landings there and to obe
sorve fleet unite throughout the majority of the cammalgn.

Are you familiar with a document vroduced by the 3rd Department

of the Navy General Staff in March 1944 in which U.S. carriers are
listed by name, together with the numbers of alr groups assignod
to these carriers? It must have been a well known dncument to
everybody in Planning. I& would have been teslc.

I em familiar with the information nhtained. I am nnt familiar
with the document itself. This was made un by the 5th Seetion.

Did captured documents vrovide the informatisn given here, oOT
was 1t some other methndl

I do not know what informetion 1t was based unon.

To what extent 4id aviators shot down over Javan nrovide useful
information in making the cstimates we have jJust discussed?

nat wes a matter of the 5th Seetion, 2nd 1 have nnt heard of any

particularly importent #nformation. Such persons ghat down would
nnt have had much information on future operaticons.

What dtd you estimate the U.S. moves would te after the landings
on KYUSHU?

The U.S. landings would be on the XANTO PLAIN,

How long after the XYUSHU lardings did you estimete 1t would be
before thet operation took vplace,

Three to four monthe after the end of the KYUSHEU Oneratinn.
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Q.

Were all members of the Japanese Merchant Marine members also of
the Japenese Inporiel Nevy?

Thnge that had treining in navigation end similar gubjects en—
teorrd she Javpanesc Fevy after the war vegad, These norsonnel were
very few in the Merchant Marine.

Were not officers of the Merchant Marine also officere of the
Imperial Japanese Navy?

Yes. All officers were reserve offlcers in the Japancse Navy.
That was true orior to the wer also?

Ycs.

Could you tecll me whatb gystem the Wevy emnloyed for gseeuring in-
formation from Merchent Marine officers? Were reg lar reonris
madc (prior to the war)?

I nave never aeard of any being made ingesmuch as I came into the
gsectirn in Qctober of last yeer.

As Commanding Offlcer of = destroyer during the latter nart of
the war, what ls your estimate of the adequacy of gnformation fur-
nighed you which you required ta do your work?

Winile I was captaln of a destroyer, 1 recelved practicelly nn
intelligence information. Intelligence is, after 21l, morc &
function of the Fleeh Heedquarters. Furthermore, the only way
to recelve it at sea 1s by wireless, and my wircless wae always
full of overational reports. Such matters 2s American naval
gtrength and movements of American vessels I did not recelve in—
formation on. However, during the period of thq'GUADALGAEAL
Operations, we recelved a 11ttle information ag tn the sightings
made by reconnalssance ajrcraft. Outslde nf that, oractically
nothing.

Were your commnicatione facilities satisfactory?

Gommunicatione were good until the time of the SOLOMONS Opera-
tions. After that, we found it wrogressively more a1fficult, due
largely to enemy acdion. For examnle, in my destroyer squedron,
the lead shi~n was gunk, znother ghip wes sunk, and under such
ennditions, whieh were frequent, communications became vVery dif-
ficult as the war wore onl.

What wes the date of your departure from Japan to marticivate in
the occuvation of WAKED

The eayly vart of November 1941.

D44 you know at the time of your deperture what your destinatinn
and mission was?

No. I hed neo information.
What 4id you think it was?

I felt surc that some sort of engegemaph wAs 11 the offing. I

had no information, however, of the objective operations against
PUARL FARBOR. All such matters were kepb strictly secrch. The
firet informetion I hed at $he boginning of the war was in %he

carly part of December, the 7th or 8th. I did ant varticipate in
the GUAM operatinns. They kept such news very gecres so I nayurally
had no information,
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Were there traneports in the force which you accomnanied?

There were nelther transvoris nor troopes in the convoy.
What made uo your force?

They were all combatant shive.

Where and when did 4he troop ships jein your farcel
The troop ships did not meet our force.

Did y-ur force verticivate in the occupatinn of WAKE?

Qur itinerery was from Janan nast GUAM, TRU¥, KWAJALEIN, and
WAKE where we marticineted in the occupaticon. Beeceuse your forece
put up such a magnificent fight, we thought there were many more
than ther~ asctually were., We left in the early part of November
tn varticipate in the WAKR Operetion. At the time of the RABAUL
occupation, in March of 1942, my force was in the BISMARCE Sea,
but we did not actuslly varticiovate in the occuvation.

Was your defense of OKINAWA upset by tho fact that the assault was
made on 1 Aoril instead of the last part of March as you had exe-
nected?

We thought that you would land in the middle of March. Consequently,
the fact that you delayed your landing by even guch a small veriod
helped us in our preparations somewhat, If you had come in March,
we would not have bren as nearly well preparad for you as we were.
If you had delayed one more month, we would have been able to win.

What made you so sure that the landing would be attemnted on
OKINAWA rather than other islande in the RYUKYU Groupn?

Because OKINAWA ig an cxccllent place for airfielde and fleet
anchoragr, and the others are not.

To what cxtent was the TOKUMU BEU helvful in furniehing useful
information? i

¥o such unit in the Japanese Navy that I know of. At the time
of the CHINA ineident, the Army had the TOXUMU XIXAN. During the
wer I belisve thils was dlsbanded oven in the Army. Therr 18 nn
guch nrganization in the Navy.

DiA you ever hear of Admiral CEUDO?
I have heerd his name, but I do not lmow him.

Do you know through what sources you got any snecific Actails as
to what air grouns wore aboard which carriers?

That was a job of the 5th Section. I do not lkmow. I hed no
dealingzs with anything of that kind.

Did you have in your section nther veople under you who helped you
with the analysis of the great quantity of material flowing in to youl

The work in the seétion was done by a number of nfficers workiag
together ~ Oapt. OHMAE end other officers. The statistical work

wes Aone by Headquarters. We all worked together in the same room,
OEMAE, TERAI, and a number of other officers. In writing my cdeci-
glons, I found that I needed a certain plece of information, and I
would gay, "Let me have your Adata on this", I 4o not know where they

got 1t. I wae Cant. OHMAE's assistent in all these matters — air,
army, navy.




Transcrint of Interrogation (comdr, I. MIYAZAKI, IJN) - RESTRICTED =~

Gl e B e e, A e S e e S

Q.

A,

&

Q.

A,

.-_.._._-.—..._.—..._.-.—.-._-—-

Where was the organization that screened the great amount of infor—
mation coming in from all gources? Who summaried all the informa-—
tion that Adm. TAKEUCHI received and passed on %o yout

Therc is only the 5th Sectlon. The 5tn Scctlon had charge of
analysis, statistisal work, etc. The Combined Fleet staff ro—

coived tue same Anformation that we ald dtrectly from the 5th
Section and OWADA.

From the questions thet have been asked today you have some idea
of the purnose of our conversetions, and what we are trying to put
together concerning the relationship between source of information
and planning. From your knowledge, what nccurs to you that has
further bearing on the subject?

I want %o exvlein the setun of our physical communications which

in w@any respects permitted a good dcal of inefficlency in our opera=
tions. The 5th Section was ab EIYOSHI. The Communicatlons Section
was at OWADA. The lst Scction was close by the Naval Devartment.
Furthermore, the Army Intelligence Sections were similarly scat—
tered oub. All communications were dcpendent upon telephone.

The Japancse teleohone system 1s ordinarily badi. Furthermore, as

a result of your bombings, oftentimes 1t was impossible to galn

any sort. of communication with these various outlying gections

from which our information came, Consequently, 1t was very 4if-
ficult to gather together information ranidly and completely.

Wnere was the Grand Flret Ecadquarters?

It was in the operations arra, wherever that happened to be.
In the latter part of the war, it was in KYUSHU.

Where was Adm. OZAWA located in the latter part of the war?

In Tokyo.
Was 4he Commander in Chicf of the Combined Flret?

Yes. The Combined Fleet Headquarters noved to Tokyo in the latter
part of the war. ;

How were you listed? Under what title in the Table of Organizatlon’ .
within the lst Section?

I do not rem mber exectly where I was ligted. . I was actually
Cant. OEMAE's essistant. I was carrled on the 1list under both
the Administrative and Planning Sectlone of the lst Department.
My job wes intelllgence ovaluation under Cent. OHMAE.

«BEND~
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Subject: Organization and Cperation of w@r}r KIKAW in MANCHURIA,

N
N

Person Interrogated and Background: '

Lt. Col ASAI, Isamu, Japanese &rmy;

. Army Academy: 1937
‘ 1938-1940: 4th Section Yorth China Area Army Headquarters
% 1940-1943: 24 Depertment Army General Hesdquarters
1943-1945: Army Attache in Moscow
1945 (May): 24 Depertment, Army General Headquerters

Where Interviewed: Meiji Building

Interrogasors? 1t. Comdr. WILLIAM H. BOTZER, USNR
Lt. Comdr. F. SHACKELFORD, USHNR.

Interpreter: Me jor J. C. PELZEL, USMCR
Allied Officers Present: 1one.
SUMMARY ¢

During the Wor L., Col ASAI, Isamu,was attached to Army General
Headquarters in TOKYO and slso served as Military Attache in Moscow,
Through his experience in Headguarters he beceme familier with the
orgenizetion and operstion of TOKUMU KIKAW in MANCHURIA, although
never a member of the orgenizetion himself. On the besis of his ex-
perience and information he estimated, after the Potsd~m Conference,
that RUSSIA would stteck JAPAN esrly in November. TOKUMU KIKAN was
the intelligence section of the Kwentung Army snd obtained inform—
etion on Soviet strength, movements and intentions through esnionrge,
observation alang the border, interrogotion of Hussian sples, commu-
ications interception, snd analysis of news and coptured documents.
¥hile there wes no connection between this orgenizetion end Head-
quarters in TOKYO, Headquerters received from the Kwantung Army
weekly and monthly reports of the orgenization =nd sent requests for
information to the Army which were turned over to the organizetion
for action when in its field.

Personnel for TOKUMU KIKAN were selected from young officers in
Ahe accdemy snd from.units.of the Kwantung srmy.
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Interrogrtion of Lt. Col aSal, Isamu, JepAnese Army.

2.1. You heve been referr-d to us »s one femilisr with the organie
zotion and operstion of the TOKUMU XIKAN (Speciel Service Orgenizet-
ion),

A, Yes, I understend.
Q.2. In what way were you connectad with TOXUNU XIKAW?

A, I wes not in the orgeniz-tion st 211, but I grew familisr with

it through my position in the 2nd Sectinn in the Army Gencral Head-
querters in TOKY0. While in the 2nd Section, I neither supervisad

the TOXUMU XIKAW nor worked with it, but indirectly I did lesrn of

its orgeniz~tion ard »rocedure in FANCHURIA,

Q.3. Tell us whrt vou know about the orgenizrtinn in 1&IFCRURIa.

A. Tha nene, TOXUMU KIKAW, wss the neme of the orgrnizetion 2beut
three verrs ngo. Then the name wes chenged to JOHOBU, Its centrel
of fice wes in Harbin, with brench offices st CAITO, KEINEI (BOTSURI),
TOAN, JAWUS, KUK7A, HATRAR (3 sub-divisions), KOAN, snd APAKEA
(acress the border in MOI'GOLIA).

Q.4. I understand the orgsnization you heve just deseribed wes the
intelligence unit for the Kwentung army.

A, Yes.

9.5. Wnnt s the connection between the orgenizrtion in MAFCHURIa
and the Army Generel Hesdquerters in TOTYC

A, None.

2.6. Did the orgrnization oper-te in oress other then MATCEURIAT
South CZINA snd The PFILIPPIVES for instence?

A, I don't knew. “hen I was in northern CYI74 in 1938-40 there wes
an orgsnization kn~wn #8 TOXUMT XIKAY, but I knew nothing about 1it.

Q.7. "o is femiliar with the organizetion in the PEILITFIVES?

A, Lt. Col. OYA, I am femilisr with the orgenizrtion in MAWTCETRIA,
Tt. Col YAMAZAXI with it in CIITA and Lt. Col. OYA with 1ts opers-—
tion in the Southern ar-rs.

Q.8, Zow meny vennle did the orgenizstinn wsc in VATCTURLAT

a, TFifty Officers and non-comnissioned officers 2nd 150 civilians
in tho contral office and 35 Officers and 30 civilisrs in the bdranch
offices.

Q.9. What tr-ining heve vy~u had in intelligence?

A, 4s in the cese of all membeors of ny class 2t the hcademy, I h=d
20 hours in intelligence indoctrinetion, However, I feel th -t my
three years with army G nersi Hesdquerters in TOKYO from 1540 to
1943 2nd rgain from May 1945 to the end of the War qualified me for
work in this field. I worked extensively with intelligence reports.
My particular job during esch period with Herdquarters wes intelli-
gence, especislly military intelligence, corcerning the Soviet.
During ny sccond period with Hs=douerters beginning in Mey 1945 I
wes concerned with aconomic »nd politicel questions ns well as
militery intelligence releting to the Soviet.

Q.10. “ere eny directives or orders given directly to TOKUMU KIKAW
by the TOKYO Headquarters?
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Interrogetion of Lt. Col ASAIL, Isamu, Javanese Army (contd).

A. Absolutely none. If I had a request for a certein type of in-
formation concerning RUSSIA, I would transmit it to the Kwantung
Army. It, in turn wouvld get the answer from the orzanization or
any other unit that might have the particular jnformation requested.

Q.11. “hat wes the relation between the orgenization and the infel-
ligence section of the Kwantung Army?

A. The organizetion was the intelligence section of the Kwantung
Army. Special surveys might occasionelly be made under G-2 by others
regarding particular matters.

Q.12. What type of information did the orgenization send back to
TOKYO?

A, The most importaent information wss the order of battle, disposi-
tion of Soviet forces, end the strength of their forces. In #ddi-
tion it would supply intelligence on the internal situatiocn in
RUSSIA. Outside of these categories nothing else was sent.

Q.13. Was such.information supplied on the basis of particular re-
quests or on a continuing besist?

A. The reports supplied to Headquaerters were of two typee:

(1) Emergency redio reports from the Kwantung Army Headquerters
A in response to my directives or on the basis of information
gethered independently br the orgenizetion itself.

(2) Printed remorts — (a) weekly and (b) monthly. Prior to the
worsening of relestions with RUUSSIA, there was no weekly re-—
port but instezd a 10-day revort.

Q.14. You say thet from time to time ¥ou mede requests to the Kwan—
tung army. Whet wes the nature of these requests?

A. Outside of the renuests I've rlresdy mentioned, I know of none.
For irstence, I would as for information of the situation in a
particuler Aarsa or for = genersl tyve of information regerding, say,
the =ir force. I did not send out requests going into detrils.

Q.15. Wes the informetion vou received through the Kwantung Army
from this organization satisfoctory?

A. Yo, it wrs not nesrly setisfactory. Thet wes beceuse the oroblem
wag extremely compliceted, esnpecially as conditions with RUSSIA grew

worse. The information received wes too incomplate on which to base

plans.

Q.16. What system was used by the org=nizrtion in collecting intel-
ligence?

A, My knowledge is genar lly limited to the system used by the or—
genizetion prior to the time I w=s sent to RUSSIA three yerrs 2g0.

However, the methods have remained pretty much the s~me. They may
be summerized as follows?

(1) Espionage, (sending sgsnts into the Soviet). The operctions
of our sgents became restricted almost totr1lly to aress
on the MANCHURIAU side of the Border. We could not send
sgents into RUSSIA bec-use of the dengers involved.

(2) Observation. At high points 2long the borders there wes
a saries of observation posts. Since the r=ilrord ran
close to the border, we could easely determine the move-
ments of the Soviet troaps, Wo could elso observe the
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Interrogetion of Lt., Col. ASAI, Isermu, Jopenese Army (contd).

‘harboer close to YLADIVOSTOK. Such sources of information
were often considered gufficient on which to form & judge-
ment as to Russian intentions.

(z) Interrogation of Ceptured Russian Spies. For instence, in
the summer of 1941, one hundred were taken snd from these
and other spies ceptured from time to time it wes possible

to assess the situation of the Soviet Army pretty clearly.

(4) Communicetion Interceotion. This was the function of &
special communicetion unit and not of the orgenization.
It was the most reliable source of information. Garrisons
along the border, particularly along the borders of the
Meritime Frovince, were sble to intercept elmost 21l mes—
sages to Soviet uhits in their aress.

(5) Newspapers, Megazines, Ceptured Documents. The analysis
of these wrs done at Heedquarters in SYINKIO,

Q.17. Did the agents of this organization work in or out of uniform?

A. It varied according to the situstion. Civiliens never wore them.
Military personnel did or did not depending on their job at the time.

Q.18. Tell us what you know of the BORYAXU.

A. There were none in -AWCHURIA. Some were jn CHINA, I have had
po dealings with them. They ere probably operatives for the Nal-
YING Government doing special intelligrpce work. Both Chinese and
Japanese operatives were attached to the Chinese Government. The

agents attached to the NANKITG Government were called SEIJIBO and

ones attached since 1940 were called GU¥JI BO.

Q.19. Are you familiar with the BUNAN?

A. The BUNKAN were Japanese hired by the army and paid by the Army.
They might or might not have officer ranks.

Q.20. On whet basis were personnel chosen?

A, Two bases:

(1) Selection of voung officers from the Academy.

(2) Selection of young officers, captain or below, from units
of the Fwantung Army in response to directives. Nualifi-
cations were general intelligence and knowledge of Soviet
affairs. Final selection we8 made by personnel officers
at the Kwantung Army Yepdquarters, and the gandidates

were trained at STINKIO (Headquarters of the Kwantung
Army).

Q.21.. Do vou know that there ag & school 2t AKASATA KU (TOKYO) for
training of Speciel Service Personnel?

A, Yo,

Q.22. Was there any orgenization similar to TOKUMU KIKAW in the Wevy?
A. It is likely but 1 have never heard of it.

Q.23., Who emong your Navel Officer friends would know?

A. I don't know, but perheps the Third Department could tell you.

Q.24, Wnen end on what sources did you £stimate the Soviet would go
to War ageinst JATAF?
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Interrogetion of Lt. Col. ASAl, Isamu, Japanese Army (contd).

A. In the eerly part of Wovember 1945, I resched this estimate right
after the POTSDAN Conference on the baeis of developments At that Con-
ference and on the movements and disposition of Soviet troops along
the border. I thought th=t 2 blow would come Worth of VLADIVOSTOK and
thet they hed 5,800 aircraft sveilsble for use against us.
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