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By General Kiyokatsu Sato, in

his bock “Nichi Bei Sen

Chikashi” (Japanese-United

States War Imminent), pub-
lished in Tgkio,

Wm and where & Japanese-
American war will be fought
w2 cannot say.

No matter from what motives bhos-
tilitles may come to be opened, or
whether we assume the offensive or
the defensive, there can be no doubt
that Hawail will be the most import-
ant strategic point In a war between
America and Japan.,

Success or failure in the struggle
for this strategic peint will prove
a decisive factor in the war,

With the Hawallan Islands as her
base .of operations, America could
bomb Tokio or Osaka without much

difficulty.
HAWAII ¥ 7

While Hawail is an American pos-
session, Japan would have to remain
on the deiensive. But if Japan oc-
cupied the islands, her fleet would
find itself in a position not only to
assume the offernsive, but alss to
bomb the cities on the west coast of
America.

In a war with America, therefore,
weé must, at all costs, even at the
sacrifice of a few vessels, take posses-
sion of Hawall. The distance between
Hawaili and the American continent
is a little smaller than that between
the Islands and Japan. This would
mean that the outbreak of hostilities



with the American Fileet or fleets of
warships, would have to take place
somewhere between the ialands u.nd
Yokohama,

Should our navy emerge victor-
feus from this battie, it wonld be
able to cecupy Hawaii, and its
subsequent operations would be
facilitated.

The opposite result of this battle
would compel the Japanese Navy to
remain on the defensive, and would
render its operations extremelr difi-

cult,
FANAMA NEXT

The struggle for Hawall thus con-
stitute; the first stage of a Japanese-
American war., On the assumption
that Hawall was captured by our
Navy, the Japanese forces would
undertake as the next step, the task
of destroying the Panama Canal and
the main squadron of America.

If the Japanese Navy succeeded in
crushing the American Fleet in the
Pacifie, landing on the Pacific coast
of America would become easy.

At the same time, the Panama
Canal must be destroyed, as the
maintenance of traffic through it



would facilitate supplies to the
American Navy,

Attacks should be made on the
Canal by an effective air fleet,

The destruction of the Canal
and the American Fleet would
literally be half the battle., Thus
would end the second period of
the war,

The third period would begin with
& landing of Japanese forces on the
western coast of the American con-
tinent, and the work of destroying
the cities and naval ports on the west
coast,

Preparations made west of the
Rockles, our army would now take
the offensive and advance towards
the east coast., This would usher in
the fourth and last period of the war

Each period would probably last
one or two years; the third and the
fourth periods would last the longest.
Thus the war would last at least six
or seven years; it might even drag
out to last longer.
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