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NOT TO BE TAKEN TARGET: Sasebo Urban Industrial
I iy Area
- OBJECTIVE ARIZA: 90,36

TARGET INFORMATION

SASEB0 URBAN INDUSTRIAL AREA

Latitude: 330 10" N
Longitude: 129° 44r g
Elevation: 20 Feet

1, SUMMARY COIMMENT: One of Japan's four principal naval bases,
Sasebo is important for the construction,
repair and maintenance of naval vessels, 1In addition, it serves
as defense base for the area, base port and defense headquarters
for cnnvoy escort thrrughnut the East China Sea and drwn the
Ryukyu Island chain to pointe snuth, Tt is also a supply base
far the mainland/the naval administrative center fnr Kyushu,

and , '

2. LCCATION AMND IDENTIFICATICN: Sasebo, the westerncnest large
’ city in Japan, lies at the head

of Sasebo Bay. It is lncated just snutheast nf Teushina Strait,
which is off the NW tip of Xyushu, and guards the important
narrows between Kyushu and Tsushima, It therefrre enrmmands the
upper end of the East China Sea and the l~wer end ~7f tlie. Japan
Sea. Sasebo Bay, which serves as a fleet anchrrage, is very
irregular in shape. There are two-main inlets frrm the Bay. One
extends due north and comprises tife inner harbor with the city
of Sasebo and the adjoining naval base at ite northernmnet tip.
The other inlet extends NE. A channel on the ST side nf Sasebn
Bay is the only entrance to landlocked Quura Bay. he city is
cut by three rivers: the Sasebo River which flrwe south and two
smaller streams which parallel it on the eact. lloderately steep
hills hem in the naval base and the NE border of the city, but a
small plain opens out to the north along the upper reaches of
Sasebo River,

5. TARGET DESCRIPTION: Sasebo lies in a NW-SE direction along
the shore of the bay and the lower valley
of the Sasebo River. The residential section has expanded north,
northeast and southwest, into the valleys of the streams which

run through the city. The population of 206,000 is concentrated
mainly in an area about 3% sq. miles (see Air Objective Folder
90.36-sasebo)., Averacze populatinn density in this city is about
62,000 per sq, mile, with *he heaviest population congestion in
Zrne I.
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Althoush nany of the buildin-s are ~f brick, concrete nr ~f
ferro-concrete crnetructinn, wond is the predrminant structural
material., Meet of the residential sectimn is built up in the
regular Japanese hodge-pndre fashirn, with h~uces built clnce
together and with no regular pattern nf streete,

There are three adequate firebrecks in the city area and
they divide it roughly into four cectinns. The Sasebn River is
the widest and rnost effective, and the two strea.s running thr~uzh
the city to the cact are also ernsidered wide enouzh to Lalt the
spread of fires, In the northcrn cections, the streaxzs are not
wide enough for firebreaks, but the ridges between them break the
residential section into narrow corridors. There are no wide
avenues in the city, and the streets in the commercial section
are only of nmediun width.

The industries all liec along the waterfront area, and include
an aircraft factory, a gas plant, a powver station, the Sasebo
Naval Dockyard, shipbuildin- and ship repair plants, and ainor
industriesl establishnents.,

4. TMPORTAMNCE: Sasebo "is cne of the four princiral naval bases
in Japan. It has all the facilities for servic-

ing and repair of all types of naval units, and a harbor which

can accommrdate the fleet., The port also attracts many Japanece

comnercial shins,

Two niles SE of the city is an aireraft assenbly plant, the
Sasebo Aircraft Factory, Toarcet 834, sSasebo is imprrtant, also,
or 1ts central situation with reepect to the cnel field nn
the peninsula nnrth »f the city.

SASEE0 RR STATICN, YARDS, 2% (&) loderately extensive
yards anda varehlnuses cei g Lo bn waterfr~nt., Rrund
house and secenndory r ciliti

* PROBABLE GAS WORYS -

TARGETS CUTCIDE T3 FIRE ZOIE:

90.26-834 - SASEBC AIRGCRAFT FACIORY - This plant has asserbled
So:ie saall naval obeervation Planes and prrbably
repairs and cverhauls fleet aireraft. Several
major buildin s have been removed from the area,
and it is believed the plant is being zcved to Quura.
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90.36-754 - SASEBO NAVAL AIR ST.TION = Operational field for
coastal patrol an eet aircraft training and
meintenance. Ten shop-type buildinze, two small;
three large hangars and one larze sawtooth roof
building, sShops and storehouses at north end,

90.36~7517 SASEB0 MINE AND TORPEDO STORACE - Located in NE
corner ol Harber, Destructiocn of this storage
wruld effect the operations of the destroyers and
submarines from this bacse.

e area
neludes

90.36-1762 SASEB0 FUEL A'D UNITIONS DEPCT - Cnvers a lare
etween tarce an » linrthern pnrtimn i
several shop-type buildin~e, crncrecte nazazines,
storehnuses and quays. g~utiern Part includes 2
lar~e undereround fuel ten'te, revetted ma-azines
and undergrruné storase in te hillsides, Tie Japs
probably depend m~n this s~urce Inr the supply »f
their overotinns from the bace.

SASEB0 CIL STOR.GE = Lncated »~n west eicde nf Scsebo
Bay about one mile snuti ~f the drok yarde, Thrce
g€eparate tanl farns, sr~me with cennerete valls, soxe
underground, This is annther smurce ~f fuel su>ply.
Bunkering piers are nearby., Lnss nf {his inetalla-
tlon and Tarset 762 would severcly erinple the
movenent of the flect.

SASEBO ITAVAL DCCKYARD - One of three princinal
navel shipyorde 1in Japan and a major fleet repair
base, IHas two building waye 600 f.. and one 350

ft. long drydocks big enough to accomodate the
largest Jap naval vessel, Repzir basin about ¢
aces, accoamodates 10-12 ships alongside. Concrete,
granite-faced construction repair-shops equipred
for complete repair and maintenance,

*90.36-758  NAVAL ARSENAL AND ENGINEERING DEPT. - A4n intezral
part »T the dnckyard, Toduces shipe, engines,
turbines, boilers, nachinery, guns, gun mounts and
shell casinze. Prinecival function is repair worlk,

*¥90.36-845 SASIBO PROVISION WHARF - Large #yv -shaped dock ot
edse o «8ebo river mouth, Cnn~zested with
storehonuses end shop-type buildinzs, Prrnbebly the
main supply depnt.

* Partly inside the fire zone.

5. AIMING PCINTS: Aiming vonints will be specified in the Field
Order,

Terget Sectimn, 4-2
27 June 1545, (T Bomber Cnruiand
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XXI Bom Com Mission 235, 29 June 1945 73rd “ing

SUMMARY OF D JI\GE

Builteup arca; SgeMi, total = 20343 SqeMfie destroyed e« ,97

Percent destroyed = 42

Planned target srea: 2,0 sqemi,

Pereont destroyed:

Total damagc to dates ,L97 sqemis  Percent of builteun arcas

Targote damaged by curront striker 3 numbcrody 2 other

Note: no previocus demage
Demage vithin limits of builteup aren:

Aren damare from current strikeo:

Builteup area (Urban)
Builteup area (Industrinl)
Builteup area (Total)

Damage to targots:

90.36=752 Dockyard

Desgtroyed
Sq,:’!’i. P cre L"T'-E

« 935 47
04 11
37 42

Dorarc

5%

" 758 Naval .rscnal é& Engincering Uopot 25%

" 845 Provision “harf
Neval Barracks
Military Serracks

57
257

507

Damage outside builteup area (within 5 mile radius
of contor of city)s Hono

Referonces 'F Lir Objective Folder 90,36

Photos: Pre-strikc: B3PR5IM100-2; 28, 29
Postestrikc: 3PR5M312e2; 42-44
SPREM3G6=0: 58«61

Inclosurcs: 1, Mosaie annotated
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SECREI
MISSION SUMMARY

Mission Number 235 6 July 1945

Datc: 28 June 1945

Target: Sasebo Urban Arec

P.rticipoting Unit: 73rd Bombardmunt Wing

Number A/C Airborne: 145

Z A/C Bombing Primary: 95,68% (141 primcry and 2 opportunity)

Type of Bombs and Fuzes: AN-M76 500% incendiary bombs, instone
toncous nosc ond non-deloy tail cnd
M1741, E-48 cnd E46 incendiary clusters
set to opcn 5000 feot above target,

Tons of Bombs Dropped: 1058,9 on primary ond 18,11 tons on
opnortunity,

Time Over Primery: O0137K - 0253K

Altitude of attack: 10,100 - 11,700 feot

Weother Over Target: 9/10 - 10/10

Total ./C Lost: ©

12, Resume of Mission: Photo reeonneissance showed damnge to
aros totelled ,41 sq, milss or 17,9% of urban and {ndustrial areas, One
hundred thirty-five A/C b-mbed by rador and 6 visually, Flok was heavy
and mcdium, meager to moderate and ineccurate, Ninc E/.. sighted made 1
attocky No clnims, Two 4/C were non-cffective, Eight +/C landed at Iwc
Jime, Jvercge bomb lond: 14,706 pounds, «verage fuel rescrve: 692
gallons,
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Holdars of Joint Torget Group Folders should insert this
sheet in Air Target System Folder: Jopanese Urban Arsas

=

with other Sasebo material.

Published in Ofice of AC/AS Intelligence, A.AF.,
ined Parsonnel of U.S. and British Services

Coml
for the Use of Allied Forces.

ONE THOUSAND TARD, PIRLISONC OB, R ZOME T
POLYCONIC PROJECTION

SASEBO —PM
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NOT T0 BE TAILEN TARGET: Sasebo Urban Industrial

adl Area
COIBAT WNISSTONS OBJECTIVE ARIA: $0.36

TARGET INTF OCRMATION sgn EET

SASEBO URBAN INDUSTRTAL AREA

Latitude: 330 10t y
Lonzitude; 1299 44 E
Elevation: 20 Feet

l. suymary COMPIENT. One of Japants four prineipal naval bases,
Sasebo is impertant for the construction,
repair and maintenance of naval vessels, In addition, it serves
as defense bace for the area,; base port and defense headquarters
for convoy escnrt throughnut the East China Sea and drwn the
Ryukyu Teland chain tn points sruth, It ig alseo & supply base
for the mainland/the naval administrative center fap Kyushu,

and
2. LOCATION AMD JDENTIFICATION: Sasebo, the vesternrnet large
city in Japan, lies at the nead
of Sasebo Bay. It is lncated Just snutheact nf Tsushina Strait,
which is off the NW tip of Kyushu, and guards tle important
narrows between Kyushu and Tsushima, It therefnre commands the
upper end of the pEast China gea and the lrwer end ~f the Japan
Sea. Sasebp Bay, which serves as a fleet anchrrage, is very
irregular in chape, 3 Wo main inlets fram the Bay. oOne
extends due north and comprises tie inner harbor with the city
of Sasebo and the ad joining naval base at its nor thernnnes t tip.
The other inlet extends NE., 2 channel on the SZ side nf Sasebn
Bay is the only entrance to landlocked Qiura Bay. The city is
cut by three rivers: the Sasebo River which flowe scuth and tvwio
lModerately steep
of the city, but a
upper reaches of

3+« TARGET DECCRIPTION: Sasebo lies in a NW-SE cdirection along

' the shore of the bay and the lower valley
of the Sasebo River. fThe residential section has expanded north,
northeast ang Ssouthwest, into the valleys of the Streams which

Tun through the city, The population of 206,000 is concentrated
mainly in an area about 31 sq, miles (see air Objective Fnlder
90:36=-sasebo), Averaze populatinn density in this city is about
62,000 per Sq. mile, with +he heaviest population congestion in
Zrne T.
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Althourh nany of the builédin-s cre ~f drick, concrete nr ~f
ferro-conecreiz ernstructinn, wnnd is the nredrninant structural
pateriel, Mest of tlie residential sectinn is built up in the
regular Japanesc hod;e-pndse foshimn, with h~uses built clrce
together and with no regulax pattern ~f streets,

There are three adequate firebrecks in the city area and
they divide it roughly into four csectinrns. The Sasebn River is
the widest and wrst effective, and the two strea:is runnin: thar~uzh
the city to tae cast are also Cﬂn=1dc1go wide ennuzi to ualt the
spread of fires, In the nerticrn sections, the strea:s are not
wide enough for Tirebreaks, but the ridges between them break th
residential section inte narrow cox rLdor There are no wide
avenues in the city, and the strecets in tne connercial section
are only of medium width.

The industries all lic along the waterfront area, and include
an aircraft factory, a zas plant, a-power station, the Sasebo
Naval Dociyard, unlﬁouildin' and ship 1epair plant , and ainor
industriel establis anents,

4, TIPCRTAICE: Sasebo is ecne of the four prineipal naval bases
) in Jepan, It haeg all the facilities for servic-
ing and repair of all types of naval units, and a harbor which

can accommndate tie fleet. The port clso attracts many Japanece
comnnercial shins, .

Mo i 3 f the city is an airecraft aesenbly plant, tie
Sasebo Aircraft 7 atory, If°t €34, So2sebo is ingﬁrt“nt alsn,
for ites central s u:uznn 1lth respect to the cnel field nn
the peninsula nnrth nf the city.

TARGETS VITIII THZ FIRE Z0NI:

SASTEB0 TR ST.TICN, YiIRDS, AND SIIOPS - lblerately extensive
varde anda varennuces orV1n5‘tEB S; ebn vaverfr~nt, Rrund
hnuce and scenndory repair focecilit

* PROBABLE CAS UCRIS - Sce Objsctive Folder $0.36 - Mep 3-13.

TARGETS CUTEIDS TUS i Z0IE:

90,36-834 - SLOEEC ATNCRATY T.CIORY - This plant has asserbled
8o0:.e snall navcl observatinn plcnes and prrbably
repairs ané overhauls fleet airciaft. Several

me jor buildin s have been remcved from the arca,
and it is believed the plant is beiag zicved to Oiura.
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20.36-754 =~ SASEBO NAVAL AIR ST.TION ~- Operational field for
eotstal patrol an eet aireraft training and
maintenance. Ten shop-type buildinzs, two small;
three larce hangars and one larze eawitooth roof
building., shops and storehouses 2% north end,

SASEB0 HMINE AND TORPEDO STOR.AGE - Located in NE
corner oi Harber, Destruction of this storage
vruld effect the overations of the destrnyers and
subnarines from this base.

SASEB0 FUEL A'D "UNITIONS DIPCT - Cnvers a larce area
betiieen tarze an . artihern prrtirn ineludes
geveral shop-tvyve buildin-s crnerete ia-azines,
Strrehruses and quave, Sn~ut-ern Part includes 2

lér~e underermund fuel ton': » Yevetted ma-azines

and undercsround storac~e in 4o hillsides. Tie Japs
probably depend ~n this s~urce Inr the supply nf

their omnercztirne fren the bace,

SLEZBO CTL STOR..CZ = Lncated ~n veet cice nf Scsebo
Bay adout one Lile snuth 7 the drol Yarde, firce
£eparcie tank farns, sene with ennerete valls, soxe
undersround, This is zneticr seurce ~nf fuel su>ply.,
Bunkering piers cie nearby. Lnes of thie instclla-
tion and Tarset 762 would gevercly crinple the
Moveient of the flcet.

SASTEQ VAL DOCKVARD = Cne of three princinal
navel sNipy-ide 1R Jeépan and a sajor Tleet repair
base. Ilae two building ways 600 f.. and one 350

£%. loug drydocks big enough to accorndais the
larcest Jap naval vessel, Repezir baein about ¢
aC0s, accommodates 10-12 ships a2longeide. Concrete,
granite-faced construction repair shope ecuipred
for complete repair and rnaintenance,

*90,36-758 NAVAL ARSENAL AND INGINEERING DiPT. - 4n inte;ral
parv »1 Tiie dnckyard, Toduces shipe, eagines,
turbines, boilers, nechinery, guns, gun iounts and

io

oo
chell casinzs, Prineival function is repair wviorlk,
*90.26-845  SASIBO PROVISION VIARF - Larse #yv -shaped doek ot

7eEl ecd”Cc AT S-sebo river riouth, Corn-ested with
Storehouses end shop-type buildinss, Prrbebly the
main supply depnt.

* Partly inside the.fire zone,

AIMING TAINTS: Aiming points will be specified in the Field
Order,

Terges Seetinn, A-2
une 1545, XTI Borber Cnriviang

AANTR T NTMT AT




SECREI
MISSION SUMMIRY

Mission Number 235 6 July 1945

Date: 28 June 1945
Target: Sasebo Urban Arec
P.rticipating Unit: 73rd Bombardmont Wing

Number A/C Airbormc: 145

% 4/C Bombing Primary: 95,68% (141 primary and 2 opportunity)

Type of Bombs and Fuzes: AN-M76 500# incendiary bombs, instane
tancous nosc ond non-deley tail and
M17A1, E-48 cnd E46 incendiary clusters
set to open 5000 feet above target,

Tons of Bombs Dropped: 1058,9 on primary and 18,11 tons on
opportunity,

Time Over Primory: 0137k - 0253K
altitude of Attack: 10,100 - 11,700 feeot
Weather Over Target: 9/10 - 10/10

Total 4/C Lost: O

12, Resume of Mission: Photo recconnnissnnco showed damnge to
arce. totelled ,41 sq, miles or 17,9% of urban end industrial areas, One
hundred thirty-five A/C b-mbed by radar and 6 visually, Flak was heavy
and mcdium, meager to moderate and incccurate, Ninc E/. sighted made 1
attock, No elnims, Two A/C were nonecffective, Eight ./C landed at Iwo
Jime, Average bomb load: 14,706 pounds, average fuel reserve: 692
gallons,

























































































































