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NARRATIVE HISTORY OF THE MEDICAL DEPARTMENT OF THE
NAVY HOSPITAL SHIP U. 8. 8. REFUGE
I. FERIOD OF CONVERSION AND OUTFITTING

On 12 March 1943, the Vice Chier or Naval Oper-
ations suthorized the conversion or the naval trans-
port U.S.S. KENMORE tp a hospital ship. The U.S.S.
EENMORE, & steamship or 14,000 tons displacement and
582 feet in length, was launched in 1921 as the 'Blue
Hen State'. The ship later sailed unaer the flags of
the Presiaent and the Dollar Lines pearing the names
'"President Garriela' and '"President Madison'. In 1942,
the ship was taken over by the Navy and converted into
the transport U.S5.8. KENMORE and was used to carry
troops and munitions to the combat areas in the South
Pacirie.

The Bureau of Ships, on 10 April 1943, advised
the Commandant Navy Yard, Norfolk, and the Aui-t.nt
Industrial Meneger, Baltimore, that the U.S.S. KENMORE
would be converted into the hospital ship (AH-11) at

the Maryland maook c » Baltimore, Marylend. It
was 'XPGGM w lu.{.'l.ablo for con-
nruon o *; the aocute need
ther services
ror ; n was postponed um-
cm.r Charles R. m M "USN es e prospective
Senior 2l Officer or & -11, Being on duty in
the “or Medicine and Surgery at that time, Com-
mander W ' ravorable tion
to assist _ oonversion or the ship,
the requisi ement or sup-
lies, and the »
While di m W. 7. C. Agnew (MC) USN,
cnurormm , the selection of the mem-
bers of the tal ﬂ-lht Wilcox was inform-
ed that '. 8. ) (MC) USNR had bun chosen
by the Surgeon Genersl as 'lﬁ chief clinician of

hospital and ﬂum-u- of the clinicel activities or
the other members of the staff. This meant that Com-
mander Wilecox would hive ?-m responsibility for the
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Lt, cc-u'- D, L. Parker , Exacutive orfxou‘

Capt. « MoCann (MC) USHR, Chief of Clinlcal Activities




don of the hospital and all orf its activ-
Commander McCann, who in civil lire is
Dewsy Proressar or Medicine or the Roohester Medical
Scnool, would have charge of the professional work,
This nrrnnsﬂnent dirrered from that in use before the
war, in whioch the Senior Medical Officer supervised
the o¢linicel activities of the hospital as well as
the administrative functions, and was an outgrowth of
the procedure followed early in the war of ordering
to active duty groups of doctors from ecivilian hosp-
itels and medical schools who had been organized prieor
to the war as 'Specialist Units' in the Naval Reserve.
The senior offiocer or each of these 'Specialist

Units' maintained a certain degree of supervision, ir
not authority, over the members of his unit on re-
porting to active duty, and this led in some instances
to the establishment or an sdditional Executive Of-
Ticer to supervise. the proressional activities or the
entire hospitel starr. 7/hile the 'Specialist Unit'
that Commander McCann had brought into the Nevy had
been broken up, he was bringing certain members of his
unit to the ship with him, and he was to act as the
hospital's Executive Officer for clinical activities.
It was also arranged that Commander McCann would be
given a spot promotion to Captain for the duration of
his duty aboard the hospital ship.

At about this time, a vory oxoollont report on
the operation of the U.S.3. SOLACE ing the South
Paciric fighting of 1942, was -nnnittoa to the Surgeon
General by M:#. J. Aston (MC) USN, Senior Med-

Captain R.- A, . M) USNR, Chier
ﬂ%m organiz-
3 - assist-

p provide a cargoe
side of the seo dcoh miu to the elevator with
a lobby counecting the atm porte with the elevator
and with the pnsmoml ~the wards, This proposed
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ruu Bureau of Ships and has
t hﬂxo embarkation and debarkation
ot ents and baggage sinoce one halr or the hosp-
1tal beds are on the second deck and the elevator is
required ror only the litter patients on the thira

deck and in Sick Ofricers' Juerters.

The U.8.8. KENMORE finelly errived in Baltimore
and on 18 September 1943 she was decomuissioned at
the Maryland Drydock Company's sihipyard. Comuander
VWilcox and Lieut. Comdr. A. R. Higgzins (LC) UGN,
Lospital Planning Ofricer ot the FPlanning Division,
visited the ship that day,  inspecting her from ihe
boat deock to the holds end rrom the bow to the stern,
In general, we found the prospective medical de art-
ment spaces or the ship to be in very poor conuitionm,
the wooden partitions and sheatiing or tho deckhouse
broken, patched, rotien and covered with the accumu-
lation o1 & quarter or a century of palnting. The oom-
position decks were badly uroken up witn many holes
and raggedly uneven areas, end the wcoden weesther decks
viere badly deteriorated and sprung in many pleces with
the underiying deck-plates rusted throu,h. There were
evidences of many lesks from the weathur decks into the
living speces below.

We found that the ex-KENMORE's laundry, which the

Bureau of Ships proposed to retain for the hospitval,
was 1y I.o.ut, an quu. and that much
of uu!n. N The compart-

; ook, then ocoupled

a.l.ni was found to

spaec puld be déd for
g pov.tda storege for
%ww mn oil

v
. =

ww -Oulton

pection and 'n'n:r from the Bureau or Ships
to vicit t.ho u—hma. The Board visited the ship on
20 September 1943 accompanied by Commander Wilcox,
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First Row:
Caomdr. K. M.

um USN, Chief of Dental Service
Bonm- Mediocal Officer

. Capt, C. R. ulm

Lt.(Jg) I.. A, B,

Capt. W. 8

Second Row:

it.Comdr. L. ©
Comdr. E. H.
Lt.Comdr, E.
Comdr. H. C.
Lieut. L. M.

Eolb (MC) USNR, Chief of Ne
cmb-n (MC) USNR, Chief of
J. Connell (MC) UBiB

Nf TUSN, Ohief of Nursing Service

. MoCann (MC) » Chief of Medical Service
Comdr. C. L. Swan (MC) USNR, "Ohief of Surgioal Service

nn.try
Chief of U‘rolm Sorvioo

Jones (MC) nq:hm« of X-Ray Department

Hellmen (MC)

Chief of Laboratory Dep't.




Lieut, Comdr, and by Lieut. Comdr. N.K. Mo-

Donald, ,lisgf'%ngll Technical tor in charge
of - pavy lht;po at the lu-nun ook Company

lhlp!l!ti The Board inspeoted the ship carefully and
recommended that the wooden superstructure Le replaced
by steel; that the wooden weather decke bDe replaced by
new ones; that the rld composition decks te replaced
by magnesite decking; that the ship's service store

and the laundry exchange pleces; end that the ship's
rerrigeration spaces be entirely torn out and rebuilt
with new equipment. These chenges, with additional
recommendations by the Board, meant that insteed of the
petoh-work job of conversion called for by the original
specifioations, the production of a first-class hosp-
ital ship wes dooided upon, approved and carried out,

During the autumn and winter months of 1945-1944,
a teering down of the old ship and the conversion into
e hospital ship progressed under the supervision of
Lieut, Comdr. MoDoneld. He had at one time served as
the Engineering Ofricer of the hospitel ship U. 5. S.
RELIEF and showed great interest and the most cordial
spirit of cooperation with the Bureau of Medicine and
Surgery in carrying on the conversion. His experiemnce
aboerd the U,3.3. RELIEF gave him an understanding of
the needs of a hospital ship from which we benerited in

many ways.,

prospective Senlor Mediocal Ofricer kept in
L W h the nlelllll or the conversion by
to_ the by tolophono conversations
lems arose.
: roonal disous-
. el ."' “ mu
ux luiinivilion,-nuronu
y desig: of the. relocated
t and tion of
aﬂbmfhﬁun of so:h.tho
page ‘m‘ Sott Tornax
or -
qbi&,ﬁilf"ﬁl bases had been
' sox secured the permdssion
an-rll to hlvv one installed aboard the

hip. This unit proved itself of great value
a'prnsionn in the Southwest Pacific.
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Lt.on'h- x.. dum i- Ne ohiatrist
- J) l mw n
Capt. I. a. cﬁor of u.ueu Service

Lt.Comdr, H. B. Yh! ,» Dermatologist
Lieut, ;.- K m ccruolosist
iehnert . Ass't. in mmrohinu-y

Second

Lt.(Jg) R. G, i

Lieut, L. M. Hellmar : tory Offi

Lieut, H. R, Brown (MC) US .&mk Rosussitation Officer
Lieut, E. B, m . USNR, Contagious Diseases
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the approval of the Bureau of Bhipo to place sixteen
26-f'oot lire boats on the boat deock, two motor whale
boats on the poop deck, two 38-foot motor launches and
one 40-foot motor launch on the well deck with a 35-
foot motor boat nested in the 40-foot motor launch,
This provided sufficient places for all hands and all
patients to abandon ship in providing that all boats
could be cleared. In adaition, the originesl allowance
of life rafts was retained ror emergency rloatege.

Supplies and equipment for the hospitel were pro-
cured by the joint activities of the Planning Division
end the Ship's Commissioning Allowance Section, Finance
Division of the Bureau and the Naval Medical Supply De-
pot, Brooklyn. No efforts were s to provide every
item of supply and equipment required in a first class
hospital, and nearly all of the recommendations rfor spec-
ial equipment and non-listed supplies submitted by mem-
bers of the staff were approved for procurement. Fixed
items of equipment were delivered to the Marylend Dry-
dock Company ror imstallation during the conversion, and
other items of oqulpnpnt and supplies were assembled at
t.ho Ith. Storehouse, Port Covington, Baltimore, for

wm was completed. xn:ign L.A.
Ioh;rn ‘the mtl.vo Property and Acoounting
oer, proved n uum seeking out non-listed

had m- ver "

- s . w .
ﬂuml. mdm

Community E and Harford Road, where
he was MMM mnu by the mm-: Grace
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Lt.Comdr. E. 7. ann W) USNR, Urologist
Comdyr., E. rl' ‘“
Comdr. C. L. Swan (m of Surgery

Pirest Row:

Comdr, H, C, Jones m)
Lt.Comdr, H. B, El.ppl (ISJ *l
Second ?“P - "’

Lisut. . m n

Lieut. A. W, Henderson (M) W
Lieut, J., B. Cummins um USN

Lt¢.Comdr. E. M, Robertson

Lt.(Jg) T. K. Long (MD) m.mw

o Surgeon

/
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B m N ) . the co-chairman,
Julle i cu (lMrs. on) who were enthu-
siastic in their ; %o his request that the Surg-

1oal Drbillasl Service unﬁertuko to prepare surriclent
dressings and operating room linens ror the original
needs o1 the hospital. It was explained that we were
not permitted to accept girts for the nospital but that
we would furnish the gowns, sheeting and muslin with
which to prepare the operating room linens and drapes,
and the guaze and cotton for the surgical dressings and
pads., It was also agreed that the prospective Surglcal
Supervisor, Lieutenant (Jjg) Doris E. Nelson (NC) USNR,
would be ordered to Baltimore to work with the ladies of
the Surgical Dressings Service,

These plans worked out perfeotly due to the oa
able administration or Mrs. Moore and Mrs. Nelson and to
the assistance of Lieutenant Nelson whose technioal
knowledge ot the needs or the surgical service guided
the work or the Red Cross ladies. Miss Nelson's talks
to the lacies or the Surgical Dressings Service of Bal-
timore, and or outlying branchis or the Service in Sube-
urbs of that city, about the work of the navel hospital
ships and shore hospitals during this war, adaed much
to thelr interest in end enthusiasm for this project. A
total of 140,620 items of drapes, linens, and dressings
-ero propar.d by the Surgical Dressings Service for the

szlm, _ m of casualties heve had oe-
on to thank tioc ladies of that very fine
ornn.luthn ror hnp n oaring for our wounded.

ven by deuxenant Taylor
ng orf the pre-commis-
n was evidenced by the
shown by these men

on 11 J 4, Capta Charles R. iilloox (KC)
m hmm“ . L 4 b els mr o
more, for duty in ~77-"1,J,ﬁﬂnh the oonlbruion'or the
AH-11 and on board as nior Medieal Officer when com-
missioned, He was lnnittol in the supervision of in-

-6-
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Comdr. K. M. m(w)u mncmm
Lt.Comdr. M. Q. Bolsted (DO) USNR, Ass't Dental Officer
Lt.Comdr, H. P. Hellweg . m. Proathetic Officer
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nt by Commander Kenneth M.

Brou-? P&rwﬂr dental ui;unt Commender
Horae es (MC) UMM ror ;Srnv ejuipment, qrd
Commander Edward H. Cempbell (LC) U3l ror equirent
in the Eye, Ear, Nose and Throat Clinle, a4t ths sane
time, work on the orgenization bill for tie nospltal
and compllation of the kedical Depurtment leuoranda
progressed with the clerical assiatsnce of Znsien
Chu{lea R. Green (HC) U8\, prospective ledical xccords
Officer.

3y taoe latter part of Fetruary, the conv.rsion
hnd progressed as far as the llarylaund Lrydock Connany
could eerry the work, the reuwelning insterllstlic.a
being scheduled for accouplishment by the Lorrell Navy
Yard, and the ship was commisuioned the U..... .tooUus
(Ali=11) o1 24 Februery 1944, Cowender lLuriin ..
Jurkops (DM) USNR aessw 3¢ cormand end Lieutl, Cuwilz,
David L. Perker (D) U3NR became the Executive ! .icer.
The officials of the Meryland Drydock Company hed
planned witih thes prospective cifilcers or tue snip to
invite representetives from the Lurewu or ..l s, The
bureau or l{edicine and Surpgery, end tae marylén. ury-
dook Company to te speakers et the commissioniig cere=
rony to te rollowed by a tour of lanspestion of the
hospitel snip by ti:ese representetives and invite.
guests and & dinner et a downtown hotel., These ;lans
were approved by the Office of Fublic Reletions, Lavy
Department, but were dilnpprovnd by the Assistent Ind-
ustriel Mansger, Baltimore. So the ship was commis-
sionod / MW other than falling-in of the

: orew on

e dock vhile t?:lchlplein of—d
stant lManager rea
 dhip Nﬂa‘nd Dry-

! . Tommarder

mﬁ 4 ot regd

Jdok ‘and en-

1&; Biiip wag ‘com-

ekl berore she

s m was continued at the karylend

joppany untll Merch 1944 when the ship moved
nrw.ihomop . ;&mcbwmtgn
HOTIJFﬂii::Hgﬁii ~Pler t Covington, re.
Here our cel and mﬁ'p stores were brought aboard
' e



HOSPITAL CORPS OFFICERS L
Ch.Pharm. 7. '“!gug’ USN, Ass ¢ Nedioal Naintenano
. A. P, Wen ' USNR r’iﬂl Repair
Ens. C. R. Green (D% &, ¥edleal Records Officer
Pharm, W. D. Deslous USN tal Commissary Officer

Lt.(jg) A. H. Gillism (HC) USK, Medical Meintenmanoce
Ens. L. A. Morgan (HC) USN, Property and Accounting




and the ship was cleaned and brought into & semblence
o order and neatness in preparstion for an "at nome"
10 Le held on Sunday 5 karch 1944, During tne poriod
ol k&rcin 2 to 5, most or the doctors anrd nuirsed re=-
rorted sboard. The "At Lome" was neld ror tie purpose
ol siving orricial guests and families and trriends of
tne ship's personnel an opportunity to visit and in=-

spect the hospital ship, The Puolic Relaticns Orilce
o1 tne Navy Department erranged ror a nation-&ide
radio broesacast by Vice Admiral Ross T. l.oIntire (MC)
USl, Surgeon General and Chlef or the Bureau of l.ed-
icine and Surgery.

, The Senior Kedicel Otricer had arranged with
¥rs. Moore for the ladies of the Surgicel Dressings
Bervice to srrive early so that they cculd be shown
‘the hospitel before the other visitors arrived, These
ladies, dressed in their Red Cross uniforms, were met
et the cargo b Captain Wiloox, I.i.out ‘ g) kildred
Lo‘nm 5 ' Chle: m ut, (:SJ
Super-

ioin which had .
m w;mfiﬂ.‘ﬂ-
‘ l.ﬂi'\""@‘.r

} L&hau-‘ .
‘ffl R* ) ~3VN

i
“

) are,

'l:ﬂ.l., but to heal,
Mlpimsh!.p U.8.8.
proud of this sea-
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First: lﬂ!lﬂmi’. B. m“ & . L. MeCollum

Em) BAII.II'.J A. : ' m.l.c.bu
' m; L‘o‘“’ M. A, E,

‘-USNR; Ens. J. Lom") {‘- E. 'o

USNR; Ens. M. z..wm ] -a.l-. l¢ A. Koetzli

)
x G. Olsen (NC) USHR; ’hm E. E. Dyer
A. M. Curtis (NO) m. . P.Dy mumr (%) ﬁn, Ens.
H. L. Wentz (NC) USHR
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SLOCUM:

SLOCUM:
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going hospital, end ‘ t of .the new
ship is Admirel Ross T, MolIntire,
who as Surgeon Ger of the United

States Navy is charged with the Medical
care received by all our sea=-going fight-
inzg men , . . and the Commender in Chief
at the ‘thite House, Admircl IcIntire has
taken time from showing this new ship to
an official perty from uashington to talk
briefly about her to us. adnmirel iclntire,
would you tell us something about this new
mercy ship?

Well, she'll comfortably care for 6iu pate
ients, more if necessary. ohe carries a
72-cot moblle tield hospltal ena the very
newest and best of hospital eguipment,

She certainly doesn't look much like the
usual U, S. Navy ship.

That's done with a purpose. If y.u look
aloft you'll see the Censve Red Cross
painted on her smokestack. Along her hull
runs a green line, five rect wide, which 1is
the international sign or a hospitel ship.
She will be tully lighted at night and ill
travel unescorted at all times.

In your ofrice I saw pictures of an old
si meeler, the Red Rover, and the new
Bohw.‘ﬁlf us ‘something about them, Ad-

.’-m. e o )
bt Ll gead' SRR ¢ W, ) v i g

- Mﬁ > Wig the first hospitel ship.
Adml “used her on tne Mississippi
“‘during 1 War: ¢ U a9,

" m the U.S.S. SOlaM

She is one of our present day hospital
ships. All these mercy ships are doing a
splendid job. The Solace is typical. She
was at Pearl Harbor and has been in con-
stant action since. Thousands of wounded
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have been cared for aboard the Solace, yet
her mortality rate has been less tLun one=
half of one percent.

Let's hope the Refuge malnteins that stand-
ard, but with many fewer patients. Admirel,
Americans are slowly learning of the hero=-
ism of Navy hospital corpsmen. Tell us some=-
thing of their work, Admiral.

The Navy is very proud or its corpsmen.
They've done great work nursing the injured
aboard ship, but the job hospital corpsmen
have done on the beaches of Guadalcanal,
Terawa, Africa and other leanding pleces has
become immortel., Ask the Marines,

I 4idn't have to ask them, Admiral . . .
they've told me., How about the personnel
or the

1t |3 Wes s e
In the main it's composed of dootors, den-
tists, nurses and enlisted men fresh from
oivilian life. The commanding officer and
the senior medical ofricer are veteran lavy
men, however.

And just one more question . . . your pat-
ient in the White House has recently re-
turned from a brief vecation. There was
some talk that his heslth was not of the
best,

I am very pleased to report that the rres-
ident's brief rest has returned him to the
very best health, He is in perfect shape,

Thanks very muoh, Vice Admiral Ross T, ko=
Intire, Burgeon 6¢noral, United States Lavy
« o ® i know everybody listening joins me
in wishing the ofricers end men and women
of the U.S.5. Refuge, good salling.

Following the broadecast, Captain Wilcox escorted

Vice Admir

hﬂ.pitllo

el licInt and his ty on a tour of the
M%ﬂ. ‘most interested in the

-3 -
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Surgical Team at Work



functional arrangement of the various parts ot the
hospital, which he found to be well integrated with
each other, The ral congretuleated Commender A.R.
Higzins (NC) USN, the designer, Lieut. Comdr. N.M.
MoDonald USN (Ret.), the technicel inspector, and
Captain C. R. Wileox (MC) USN, the Senior Medical Of-
ficer, on the conversion job we had sccomplished.
After a visit to the Officers' Wardroom where icecreanm,
cofree and cakes were served, the ofticisl party de=-
parted for VWashington, D.C.

At 1100, Friday, 10 March 1944, having completed
the loading of supplies, the U.S.S. REFUGE departed
from Baltimore for Hampton Roads, Virgina. The next
dey, while proceeding down the Chesapeake, we admitted
the first petient from outside of the ship's personnel,
Chief Boatswain Mate Albert Lindgren, USNR, from the
U.S5.5. CHOWANAC, with a dento-alveolar abscess.,

3 L ' 4 '."‘J. e ‘- 8 J Ui . v .

ing of : &'u 1] ng which we returned up the
Chesapeake for a week or drills and ship cleaning, a
brief shake-down cruise. On returning to Hampton Roads
we were inspected again by Captein Hartley on the morn-
ing of Sunday, 19 March 1944. The next day the ship
entered tiie Norrolk Navy Yard, Portamouth, Virgina, for
installation of a lic address system, a new telephone

system, and an adaitional set or stills cringing our

fresh water capacity up to 60,000 gallons per day. These
installations required one month to complete during
which tire many of the crew were given leave and most of
the doctors and nurses had leave, Opportunity was taken
during our stay in the yard to give certein of the hosp-
itel corpsmen adaitional training at the Norfolk Naval

Hospital in operation room technic, laboratory technie,
methods ot care and handling or mental patients, and in
venupational therapy. Many or the crew and nearly all

orricers also attvended tne Fire Fighting School at the

Navel Operating Base.

Qur stay in the navy yard ended on 19 April 1944
when the ship steamed out to Hampton Roads for compass
calibration and the next day departed for Oran, Algeria.
During the period or conversion and outritting or the

Beass M 11 -
- . g i y ¥ e * X -
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huﬁtnl ship, certain changes had occurred in the per-
sonnel of the hospital start. The ofricers of tne Med-

ical Department or the U.S.3. REFUGE at the time we
ed on our first trip end begen 1unctioning as a

hospitel were as rollows:
Captain Charles R. Wilcox (MC) USN
Captain William S. MoCenn (MC) USNR

Comdr. Charles L. Swan Jr. (MC) USHR
Comdr. Edward H, Campbell (MC) USNR
Comdr. Kenneth M. Droesamle (DC) USH
Comdr. Horace C., Jones (MC) USNR

Comdr, CGeorge D. Geckeler (MC) U3NR

Lt.Comdr, Herbert E. Hipps {(KC) ULIR
Lt.Comdr., Edwin M. Robertsor (MC) U LR
Lt.Comir., Emmet J. Connell (MC) UsNR
It.Comar, Hugn E. Halley (M) USNR
Iieut. Miles Q. Bolstad (DC) USNR

Lieut, Lawrence C. Kolb (¥C) USNR
Lieut. Harold P, Hellweg (DC) USNR

Lisut, Lously Hellman (MC) USNR

Lieut. Paul X. Boyer (M) USNR
Lieut. Ernest B, Millara (MC) USNR
Lieut. Hervert R. Brown (NMC) USNR
Tieus. Tames B Cumming (ic) USN

-m-

L
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Senior Medical
Otrricer

Chier or Clin-
ical fctivities;
Chier or Med-
icel Services,
Chief or Surg-
ical Services.
Chief of EENT
Service

Chief of Dental
Service

Chief of X-ray
Dep't,
Asslstant Chief
of ledioine;
Charge of 50
Orthopedie Sur-
geon

Assistant Sur-
geon

Urologist
Dermatologist
Assistant in
Dentistry
Neuropsychiatrist
Assistant in
Dentistry

, . Patl st _and
~ laboratory Of-

ficer
Assistant in
Medicine

[
Assistant in
Medicine
Assistant in
Meaicine
Anesthetist
Assistant in
Surgery
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{;';" )} Doris E. Nelson (NC) USNR, Supervisor of Opera-
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Lieut.(jg) John P. Haas (NC) USIR
Lieut.(jg) Robert G. Luehnert (NC) U3l

Lieut.(jg) Theodore K. Long (LC) U:LR
Li"ut.(‘;‘-’j Allen un Gilim (aiv) TSN

Ensign Cuarles R. Oreen (HC) Ul
Ensign Lawson A. Morgan (HC) UsN
Ensizn Albert P. Wentzell (LV3) ULIR

ch.}‘h[lr’»- :Dhr‘. "l'l I.BI‘W&” Us.)ll

Pharm, darren D, Deolous U3l

Assistant in
sSurgery
Asalstent in
lkeuropsychlatry
Ophthelmologlst
l.edical lalne
tenance Uf'ficer
ledical [lecords
Officer

Property and
Accounting
Optical Unit Of=-
ficer

A8sistant Med-
ical Laiutenance
Ofricer
Commissary Of=-
Tiocer

While we “two nurses chose hus-
bands in gro‘nmg w and we went to sea with
g

27 instea our full commler qn* of
follews:
Lieut.(Jjg) Mildred A.XE. Larean (IlC) Ud,

Lieut.(jg) Myrtle M. Teisseirs (lii) U..L
Lieut.(jg) Doris E. Nelson (NC) U

Znsign Lertha L. Clemente (NC) Usil

Lnsign Jarsh Collins (NC) ULLH
Ensiagn aura M. Curtis (4C) Usk
nsim Merjorie J. Donelly (IZ) U.l..

Ensign Zlizabeth E. Dyer (N.) U.lLl
Ena’en Tildred 3. Gelges (30, Ul
K 'n Less e A. Glembocki (12) U...
Luoten Bmme o, Creer (1) Ul

Lnolegn Jean L. urim (i) Udl

Lnaien Lrnestine C. iess (N2) UJNL
Lwngisn Marparet A, hlontzlt (N2, Y-
Lusign Ann L. Lohan (lC) Ush

jansizn Mary L. LieCollum (NC) USIR
“nsign Petricie D. MeCusker (NG} Ush

il =

29 Murses, a9

<ilef Nurse
Dieticien
Surcienl 3uper-
visor
ourc-ical sup-
ply Room:
ward Liurse
wara l.urse
sich: Crricers!
Juarters
Cperatin:
Jarda -nrse
LLTad UTse
d Lurse
Wlir'G LWUrpe
w8rd LUTrse
Lard Lurse
Ulood Dnuk and
aard
aardéd liurse
+4ard Nurse

Rooms
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Znsign Dorothy E. Oliver (NC) USKR Ward Nurse
Ensizn Eleanor G. Olsen (NC) USNR Operating
Room
Ensign Jane B. Otto (NC) USNR Yiard Nurse
Ensign Jassie A. Paze (NC) USN Ward Nurse
Ensign Jean A. Severns (NC) USN Vard N:rse
Ensign Elizabeth B. Torrance (NC) USNR EKENT Nurse
Ensign Mary K. Twomey (NC) USN Ward Nurse
Ensjgn Esther V. Wale (NC) USNR Ward Nurse
Ensign Mary C. Warner (NC; UNR Nurses'
Quarters &
Linen Room
Ensizn Helen L. Wentz (NC) USNR Ward Nurse

II. EUROPEAN THEATER OF OPERATIONS

The U.8.8. REFUGE departed from Hampton Roads,
, for Oran llllrz:r on 20 April 1944, this
. the States to
a’ ns, We had beauti-
with quiet seas all of the way across
por.ltting all hands to get their sea-legs without
undergoing the discomforts of ueasickness.

During the orossing, training activities were in-
tensiried to bring the hospital into readiness to
handle the embarkation, distribution, care and treat-
ment or battle casualties. Bleeding bottles ror the
blood bank were assenbled and sterilized in greapara-
tion for emergency transiusions. Two hospital corps-
men irom each ward were designated as members o1 the
Shock and Burn Teams and these twelve tesms were given
intensive training in the resuscitation or tne shockea
and treatment of burned casuslties, These hospitel
corpsmen gractisod inserting intravenous needles,
using each other es subjects, and practised the ap=-
licetion of burn dressings becoming very adept in these
procedures.

One of the problems faced by every hospital ship
-is the repid embarkation and debarkation of patients,
The or zation and equipment for handling patients
must be flexible so as to meet the many different con-
ditions under which pestients ere received. In numbers,
the patients will very from ihe one or two admitted at

- 14 -
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a time, when the ship ls actin: es u Lese acy it ., to
thie over 600 patients who will Le meved in ohe vpura-
tion when vwe are acting es en antu.unce shin. [lie
meuner in vhich patients ere enbsriec il 2 s o onend
uron the oircunstances under llcu t.ue siip 1o olura-
ting: underwey at sea, iylhs, ol AN ut ek beacn, ot
gnchor in e sneltered harber or tloed up slon side n
doc:. Patlents may be brou:nt ¢ toe #nip Id o1l nan-
ner of craft from an oar-propelieu d. . muily to an Lol,
and will be brouxht eboard by inuiviauel litter Lcist,
by selmcn voard hoist, by wey of eeccommodaticn ludders,
through the cargo ports or from the dechk of tie Lrans-
ferring ship ecross a gangplark to tne deck of this
ship. The admission and distribution ol patisznts under
these difrerent conditions was simulated ‘n drills
until wa felt that we could embark znc Jeburk out at-
ients repidly under any circumstezces, Uur subseguent
experiences have proved our equiprent cmd organizaLlion
%o be sound, flexible end erriclent,

; ang* geteral querters drills

e edly dux which it was simulated t.at

“was undey sttack., The onmeratin- rooms nnd

batule dressing statlicons were !narued ©nou l.ede reguwy to
care ror casucslties, Lvccuation of litter patisuts
from the wards was simulcocted Ly drills during which
hospitel zorpsmen practlised holstin- euc. other u  tue
ladderways in stokes atratcuers. (ueas Jrllls were
given added reelity to us in thet we haa neara o the
borbing end neer misses of Eritian nospltel Ship. geer
Belerno, end we were noping that we n.lu .e UL Cn
the Itely-Cran run.

The first surglcal operction perloried =loar
the U.o.J0. REFUGE took place on aprili 25th wh=n Vincent
A. 3lelle, s52c¢, was operated on by Comdr. owun and
Lieut, Cuwuiins for repair of &« rizht ingulnzl noenia.
Seaman Giello wes qulte proud of the honor of nuving
the first operatior perfrormed con hir. e has reciined
with the REFUGE to date and nes risen to Coxswuin.

Early on the morning or rriday lLey Tifth we
pighted Africa as & gray rass off thae sterooard bow
end as we aprroached the Streaits of iibrelier we nad
our first glimpse of Europe as the nills of oSpuln ceme

.,u-
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over the horizon on our port side. An American des-
troyer overtook us, signalled and preceded us into

the stralts which we entered about eleven o'clock,

On each aside the land rose in brown, barren looking
hills and mounteins resembling the coast of Lower
Celirornie. As we were admiring Tenglers through
fleld glasses a flight of five Flying Fortresses pass-
od the city and were fired upon by the Spanish but
with ro apparent damage. The REFUGE entered the Bay
of Gibraltar about 1500 and as we walted for the
Boerding Officer, we admired the huge mass of the [lock
towering ruch larger and higher than Diamond Head. liis
Majesty's Liessenger soon came aboard with orders for
us to proceed to Oran and we departed at 160C, ais we
passed Gibralter we viewed the Rock from changing
ongzles end across the Stralts an old white-walled fort
above the city of Ceute and encient round watoh-towers
on the peaks of mountains in 3panish lorroco told us
of by-gone wars,

Qla:!'!lliﬁ!iii“iﬁiiia“ncxt arternoon, we saw
that the oity was built along an escarpment rising

from the sea, An 7514 fort crowned the crest of =
mountain to the west of the city and the monastery and
shrine of Santa Cruz rose like a compenile from a
shoulder of the mountain, Nurercus ships lay at the
docks behind the breaskwater ov swung et anchor, each
ship trailing its barrage balloon avove .t., The REFUGE
tied up to the jetty at Mirs-el-Khebir next to the old
French battleship LORAINE which was covered with scaf-
felding while undergoing reritting. Ve were boarded
by the Base lledical Officer, Captain T. l. Arresmith
(KC) USN whe introduced the Army Evacuation Officers,
Ma jor M. M. Cohn and Lieutenant J. E. McGarrahan. These
evecuation officers were given thie number of beds we
had available for mental patients, litter cases, ambu-
latory, and troop class evacuees, and were taken on a
tour of the ho ftnl to acquaint them with our facil=-
ities, On the basis of thls inrormation they woula pre-
pare a list of patients to be embarked two days later
on Monday the 8th.

The next morning, Captain G. 3. Tyler (LC) USL,

command ing llaval Base Hospital No. 9, sent several
cars to the ship to take our doctors and nurses out to
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his hospital for a visit. This recently completed
quonsett hut hospitel was built on a gently rolling
plain above the escerpment just outside of Oran. The
plan of the hospital was well arranged and the
grounds and buildings were clean and neat., The RE-
FUGE doctors and nurses were entertained at luncheon
and then we drove across the high barren plain a few
miles to a deep canyon that spread out into a valley
as we approached the Mediterr:nean., Groves of oit-
rus and olive trees fellowed the stream in the velley
and wide vinyards slcped down toward a lake, The
road took us back up onto the plain and to Oran which
is a combination of fine European buildings and shabe
by, dirty Arab huts, On returning to the ship we
took Captain Tyler and his staff on & tour of the
bospital followed by dinner, a mcst interesting day.

ng uoutomt MoGarrahan brought us
‘and Captein MoCann, Comdr Swan
ﬂ“‘ gned each {u'ion to his werd
jor on & ward ticket, The tickets

‘,-‘Im’ln mwm ’.‘tor litter pat-

Our first embarkation of patients began at 0830,

8th, with the arrival of the first ambulance loed
ot littcr atients. Litter patients numbering 236
were loaded via the cargo port and ambulatory patients
came aboard via the after accommcdation ladder onto
the main deck, Liberated Italien priscners of war,
now working for the Army for 80 cents a day and food,
acted as litter bearers, ocarrying these patients a-
board and to their beds. As each patient came aboard,
the ward ticket bearing his number was drewn end a
hospital corpsmen guide conducved him to his proper
ward, The embarkaticn proceeded smoothly, 597 pat=-
ients being admitted by 1100, During the embarkationm,
Lt.Comdr. C. C. Clay (m) USNR, in charge of a Naval
Medical Photographic Team, took moving plctures of
scenes on the jJjetty and in the wards, At 1400 we de-
gnrtognifom Oren, Algeris for Charleston, South

arol .

The patients evacuated from Oran fell into the
following dlagnestic classifications:
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Army Navy
Burglecal Cases: Wounded 155 7
Fractures 163 13
Burns 3
Urological 9
Colostomy 6
gg 10 2
er 5
Totel -
Medical Cases: Malarie 1 ]
Respiratory 2 8
Gastro-Intest. 13 6
Cardio-Vascu, 18 7
Skin & 6
Otker 29 5
39

Neurcpsychiatric: ‘W 60
A s ﬁ

Most of these patients had received from one to
four months of hospital care before teing embarked on
the REFUGE for evecuation to the United States. They
required no surgical treatment other than the opening
of two wound abscesses., DBesides the continued treat-
ment of the medical conditions and the dressing of
still open wounds, the chief problem was one of furn-
ishing means of recreation for the patients. In ad=-
dition to books, magazines and card games, the
occupational therapy activities provided diversion
for many of the patients. Commander G. D. Geckeler
hed organized the occupational therapy activity, had
procured the instruments and materials to carry om
this work, and had charge of the hospital corpsmen who
had been trninoﬁ at the Norfolk Naval Hospital in this

ialty. This project proved of value not only for
diversion of bed patients but also in the treatment of
oertain of the psychoneurotic patients. Occupational
therapy pro‘r!.d.d materials and instruments for leather
wood carving, metal working, plexiglass cut-

© ting, .kin; belts rro- cord and naving of woolen
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After an uneventful orossing we entered the
Cooper River early the 24th of May and were boarded
off Fort Sumpter by Comdr., T. Q. Harbour (MC) USN, ex-
ecutive ofricer of the Charleston Naval Hospital, and
Lt. Col. E. M, Nielsen (MC) AUS of the Army Debark-
ation Center, with their assistants., These officers
were supplied with lists of patients to be debarked
and tagged eaoch man with the hospital and ward to
which he would be taken.

On epproaching the Army Debarkation Center, we
saw rows of ambulances and busses lined up side by
8ide and Army and Navy litter bearers drawn up in
military formation with their litters beside them,
An Army band and a Navy band took turns welcoming us
with music which was played during the entire period
of debarkation. We drew up to the dook, the oargoe
port was swung aon, a wide, covered lank was
placed aboard and our senior patient, Brigadier Gen-
eral A, H, Rogers, USA, -4:.;‘.. by
. > 21 ..-..r"r-""-.' ;ﬂ;‘ . -f- : . : y .. um d
the 8 n at 1030 and was completed at 1300,
thus ending our first evacuation mission.

In the afternoon, Captain Wilcox and Captain
MoCann oelled on Captein O, D, King (MC) USN, command-
ing the U, 8. Naval Hospital, Charleston, S.C. Capt=
ain King took us on a tour of the hospital and showed
us his plans for new conmstruction on land recently ac-
quired for expansion of the hospital, Our visit came
to an end at the captain's gquarters with enjoyment of
the hospitality for which Charleston is justly famous.

That night the REFUGE dropped down the river to
the Navy Yard where we remeined until the first of
June undergoing repairs in the engine rcom. On our
trip across with the patients we found that we had
provided no means for raising the head-end of the beds,
so Captain Wilcox drew up working plans for a folding
back rest adjustable for different heights., The
Charleston Navy Yard turned out 250 of these back rests
for us in two days, en example of excellent oooperation.

On May 26th, Captain Cerlton L. Andrus (MNC) USN
Chief of the Plamning Division, Bureau of Medicine and

\‘.
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Surgery, came aboard to inspeot the ship and to dis-
cuss various recommendations Ceptain Wilcox had made
for the ent of new huspital ships. Following
lunch he wvisited the Charleston Naval dospital to
discuss building plans with Captain King. It wes
good to see my old "boss®™ and friend again.

On May 5lst, the Executive Officer, Lt. Comdr.
D. L. Parker (DM) USNR, was transferred to the Naval
Hosplital with dlagnosis of cerebral arteriosclerosis,
lie was relieved oy Lieut. Carl W. Johnson (D) UsNR,
and it was recormwended to the Navy Department that
; Lisut, Johnson be given a spot promotion to Lieuton-
. ant Commander. This came through in a few weeks,

At 0600 on June lst, the REFUGE cast off from
the llvy !‘tx'd dock, dropped down the Cooper River and
headed out to sea bound for somewhere in the United

m m.umotototoapomtnortb of
rurthor instructions.
The w ‘a perfectly flat ocean

and a blimp M about to the north of us
all day, finally heading westward into the setting
sun,

The radio news on the morning or Monday, June
Sth told of the ocapture of Rome from the Germans the
day before, and that night we listened to President
Roosevelt's discussion of the progress of the war: Ome
Axis capital down and two to go. We were pleased over
the fall of Rome, but the real excitement came the
next morning when word came over the radlio of the
landings in France on the coast between Cherbourg aml
Ietavre, We stayed close to the radio all day long
listening to the fregquent battle reports and in the
evening church services were held to pray for a suc-
cessful invasion. Never before had our 10.5 knots
secmed so dreadrully slow. It would be at least ten
days before we could reach a port in the United King-
don, We knew that with the landings in France there
would be many American boys in need of hospitel care
ani we wanted to be there to make use of our fine new

hospital.
Eventually we arrived off the northern coast of
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Irelend where we received orders to proceed to Belfast
Lough on the eastern side of the island. As we headed
southwards along the coast the reins and mists blew
away and the sun brought out the unbelievably green
greens of the rolling hills. We anchored in Belfast
Lough off of Bangor the afternoon of Friday, June 16th,
and were boarded by the U.3. Naval Port Officer, Comdr,
T. J. Eesane, USNR, a delightful gentleman who welocomed
us to Belfast and gave us information about money ex-
chan~e rates, transportation and so on. Comdr. Kesane
arranged for Comdr. Jurkops and Captain Wilcox to call
on the senlor British naval orficer, Rear Admiral R.H.
L. Bevan, RN, (Ret,), the next afternoon.

Saturday we went ashore at or and were driven

st mioding 7004 $o the Dritish
e oity a roa e Britis

llag’;. ‘ » l?_ln. old mansion overlooking the
ire - ‘of the bay far below. The building re-
Mw es along Massachusetts
Avenue, Antr d us to al Bevan,
a 8lim, wiry, white haired orticer about 60 years of
age, who was very cordial in his welcom to the REFUGE.
Ve arranged for the REFUGE to come up to Belfast for a
few dayes to facilitate the sightseeing trips that all
hands were interested in making, and so that our Brit-
ish friends could wvisit the ship more readily.

The following week was a busy one with exchanges
of .isits between the British and Americens., On Sune-
day, the Senior Medical Ofticer and sen.or members of
the hospltel staff visited the British military hosp=-
ital at Bungor. The hospital was set up in the
buildi of a school with large gquonsett-type huts
for additional wards. We were particularly well im-
pressed with the orthopedic ward where home-made con=-
trivances had been put to good use, We brought the
commanding officer, Col, Lambkin, and his executive
ofricer, Col. Clark, out to the ship with us for dimner
and an inspection of our hospital.

Monday the ship moved up the lough to Belfast and
tied up at the ort dock. Admiral Bevan came a-
board for a brief ction and had lunch with us, In

iy of LR Al i .. Ji
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M Ml (¥2) USN, commanding
tho U.8. mf'luﬂm onderry, came sboard for

a short visit and erranged to send his car ror us the
rollowing dey to visit his hospital.

On Tuesday, Captain Wileéx, Captain MeCann,
Comdr, Swen and Comdr. Jurkops were driven veo to Lon-
donderry through a land of rolling hilla, moors, peet-
bogs, lakes, pasture lends and groves of trees about
well-kept estates. The Londonderry hospital wts one
of the rirst overseas hospital erected, and was in the
proocess of evaocuating its patients to the States and
decommissioning the hospital. The progress of the war
had moved along so favorably that the hospital was no
longer needed, After luncheon, Captain Davis took us
on a tour of the city of Londonderry with ite walls
end ancient buildings made famous by the defemse of the
olty by the Protestants against the ermies of cames II.

Wednesday we entertained at Luncheon Captain RN,
the Earl of Kilmorie, and other members or Admiral
Bevan's starr, and that afternoon Admiral and Mrs.
Bevan ent.ortdned- the nurses and senior oftricers of
the REFUGE at a cooktail party. Fortunately the wea-
ther continued clear and we enjoyed the Leauties of
the rlower gardens about their home.

Thursday we were visited by the Governor Gen=-
eral of Ireland, the Duke or Aberoorn, with her Graoce,
the Duchess., They are both well over seventy years of
ag., but took keen Lntoro;: “in our l:u:;.n spitel facilities.

rested eillin
=‘M m seen, so a tube of 2:.“ *was
M‘il. was The Duke ud buohnu

Friday we mum.m:ammn
morning we ped down the lough and anchored again
near to Bangor where we remained until July 13th,
Every day we expected to receive orders to procsed to
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cne of the Chunnel ports tc mct us 1 hospital for
wounded from the fi:hting In France, end ul'ter two
weeks of thls uncertuinty tue Jenior Lellcel Offices
telephoned U, u. lisval lleadquarters in London to
learn what was pleuned Ior us., T[he Operations Of-
ficer informed us that in a dey or two we would be
sent to Jouthampton, but those orders never ceme., I
was told later Ly tne Senior kedlcal O0rficsr of Naval
Headquarters %hat the Americans wantsl to send us
arcund to the Chennel for du®y but thet tis British
would not agree to it.

While awa'ting orders we actec as lle t base

. hespital for the numerous transports, merclLuit ships
and occasional combatant vessels visiting selfast
s« Trips were taken by il nurses any some of the

officers to the Devil's Ceusewu, ot the northern tip
of Ireland, and to the anclent Jomen cily of Armagh to
the south of us, Bangor itself is s solidly built city
of brick and stone constructicn with Lewutliul flower
gardens about the homes, 8 nice purk und ¢ ine golf
¢ course. The Royal Ulster Ysoht Cluu, rmade lamous by
7 Sir Thomas Lypton, extended tuhe courtesy o: the elub
to the senior orricers of the ship, end tue hospital=-
ity of the club was greestly appreciated., Off'icers of
battleships and cruisers visiting Lelfest Lough enter=-
tained tue nurses at dances ashore and parties aboard
their ships. All in all, it was e most delightrul
visit to Ireland although we were always hoping for
. orders down to the Chennel to care for combat casual-
}' ties. BSut these never oame. Finally we received orders
to go to Liverpool, England} and to Milford Haven,
Wales, to load ptientl for emeuti.on to the United
Btatea.

'lo J.ort B.noow, Ireland et 0400 the 13th of July,
end at the Glesdstone Dooka Liverpool at 1800
that a2 » The dock area lhOHI& considerable evid-
ence of bwb.tu but nothing receéent. We were boarded
by the U. Arny Evacuetion Officers, Lt.Col. J. H.
Neumen al ‘Iu; J.A. Fyne of the Medical Corps who

told us y-llllﬁlqtnu the wire arriving
early g . ! .two trains from hospitals in
the south of England, They had no 1ists of patisnts by
neme we could not assign them to thelr wards before
ot game aboard., But they did have a brseekdown of
patients by classes: mental, litter, ambulatory and
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troop, so that we knew what to expect.

The dooks at Liverpcol were too high to permit
use of the ocargo ports, so two gangplanks were put
across from the fomr& deock into a doorway of the
dock building. The first patients arrived at 0830 in
a heavy rain and it was fortunate that they had the
doock building to stay in until they could be brought
aboard the ship., Patients were teaken into the mess-
hall where litter patients, of which there were 146,
ware plaood on the mess tebles, examined, their nanol
taken, and assigned to appropriate wards to whieh
they were gulded by hospltal corpsmen. This proced-
ure took a little more time than the embarkation at
Oran where each man had been tagged with a number be-
fore coming aboard and each number corresponded to a
ward ticket, but by 1330 both trainloads had been eu-
baxtnd although the second train did not arrive until

A total or “5 patients were embnrkod and at

Milford Haven lies at the end of a rather long,
narrow bay bordered by gently rolling green hills on
which many cattle were grazing. OSeveral sunken and
beachoa ships gave evidence of earlier btombing raids.

We tied up at the pier at 1520 and found ambulances
alrend; on hand with 93 patients from the U.5. lNeval
Anti-Airerart Base Dispensary #321. Captain K. S.
Simpson (MC) U, Senior Medicel Officer of the disp-
ensary came aboard for a brief visit, Unfortunately
we oould not visit his station as we had to cast off
on completion of loading to clear the pler while the
tide was high enough to float us. it 1630 emiarkation

was finished and we departed for lNorrolk, Virginia,.

Counting the 23 patients we had teken aboerd in
Belfast Lough for evacuation to the 5tates, we hed a
total of 809 evacumcs with the followine diagnestle

classification:

Surgloal Cases: imputetions 5 3
: - 84 =
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Burns e 13
Eye Injuries A 7
Fractures 43 179
Hernlas 3]
Joint Injurles 26
Nerve In urises <]
lounds 15 70
Total €5 - Jr
liledical Cases: Arthritis 7
Cardio="asculanr 5 o
Gastro--Intestinal 12 7
Respiratory 1z 1C
Rheumatic Favar 2 14
Miscellaneous B 1
Totel o7 E
leuropaychiatric: Closed .ard 51
- .. Open Viard - £9
P i 7Y - R S Z 101

-

The principal cause of Injurles to the sur:ical
cases wes explosion of underwater nlnes und exp.usive
charges when struck by lending craft end ssssult boats,
These explosions threw the men upwerds wlih trenendous
torce, frequently frecturing the bones of the feut and
lags, and less frequently causlung fructures of' ile
spine, skull and upper extremities, oev.ral colpouna
*islocetions of the ankles and kneess cccurred,

This group of patienty, having heen Injur=1 Too

fo.T to six weeks prior to mdmls iocu, .ug T.uwo ud
such sooner efter thelr injuries bL.ni thw futll:ils ewn-
beried at Oran end requirec cousldera.ly roose =acjlend
atcention, In most instunces they Lol ruluive 40
treatment othisr than primery flrst «1d st ine Lottle

station and secondery applicmtion of custu nt tue Leds
hospitals. Apperently not much sttempt lnd lusi e
to reduce the fractures and in meny cases !ones ued

;artially united in poor position., liine ifructurss were
operated on: thres witi vitallium serew Tixatlicn; three
by open reduction and plaster cust fizetion; one fix-

ation with plate; one bone graft cud cue 4-plu urternal
rixation., OSeveral cast tlockinzs to correct un ulatlois
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ware carried out. One patient came sboerd with cui-
pound dislocetion ot the lert knee with _an rene c. the
leg requiring e thigh amputetion. One patient re-
geived & skin greft and 2 ror '=n body wes renovea iron
the mendivle of & wounded pati..t,

We arrived at Hampton Roads July L9th, poorir | at
the Army dock at lNewport News, Virgina. Lebarketlon orf
Army patients began at 1120 ana was corpleted nt 1. 0.
The army patients were carried or walkesd fron the
REFUGE to an Army hospital train on the dock. This
trein was alr-conditioned and the cool cars were s reat
relief after the hot wards on the REFUGE, ‘e left [ew-
' _port News at 1230 and arrived et the liorfolk Nevy 7urd
at 1515 commencing debarkation of pationts at 1udl.
Fewer ambulances esnd busses were avalleule for thue ce-
barkation at Norfolk than we hed at Charleston wit.
consequen® delays in the flow of paticnts, bdut by 1805
the ship was cleared and our second trip completed.

&"ﬁt. ? our :?ﬁsﬂ Rrip in hot weather and we
2ound that the Neuropsychiatric Ward located in the
poop deck house was unbearsbly hot, temper.tures run-
ning around 104 to 106 degrees when the outslae air
temperature was 84 to 85 deyrees., Jince the patients
in this werd had to be kept benhind locked doors, they
had no relief from this continued hest and it wus e
problem to get enough rlulds into theri. Intravenous
saline and glucose was given to patients wshoce temper-
ature control felled under these conditions with ro-
sultant neat stroke, and & few patients were peched in
ice for relief from the intolerable heat., To relieve
this very serious situetion, the Norrolk Navy Yard in-
stalled air ports about these spaces and rour overheed
pushroom ventilators, These ventilation cids reduced
the temperatures by 5 to £ degrees.

During our brief stay at the liorfolk Nevy Yard,
certain changes occurred in the personu:l or the staff,
On August 1st Ens, Katherine C. Hughes (KC) Uit end
Ens. Kathryn Peterson (NC) USIH reported for duty bring-
ing the number of nurses to 29, our full ccuplement.

One of the Chief Pharmacist letes, 'iilliam G. Cunningham,
who had been recommended for promotion elsewhere, re-
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ceived an appointment as Pharmascist and was detached.
Ch.Pharm. John W. Maxwell, USN, was deteched and re=-
lieved by Pharm. Lemuel J. Clark, USN,

e departed from the Norfolk lNavy Yurd on .ug-
ust 2nd on our second trip to the Mediterranean, ex-
pecting to receive orders at Gibraltar to go to Algiers.
But on entering the Bay of Gibraltar the afternoon of
16 iugust, we received orders sending us again to Oran.
The day before, the radio told or the beginning ot the
invasion of the south of Frence and we were hoping that
we might be sent direotly to the invasion area, lie
anchored at Oran the afternoon or the 17th and the next
morning departed for the Gulf of 5t. Tropez in southern

France. e were finelly going to en invasion beach.

We untered the Gulf of St. Tropez early on the
morning of tho.glnt. D plus 6 dey of the invasion, and

found a 18 uuut with numerous transports
and o hargl ’5€5§i§°"' of personnel
and the west we could

hear the dlntnnt lound or hoavy zun fire und feel the
conocussion of bombs as the fighting epproached Toulon,
and above us Allled airplenes patrolled c¢er the invas-
ion beaches to keep German planes away. \ie anchored
off the pretty little seaside town of St. lLiaxime, from
whose beach casualties were being evacuated to an Army
hospital ship. Most of the shoreline alcong the bay was
rocky with tree-covered hills rising abruptly from the
ntor'lm ing into mountains not far inland.
On the de of the bay, the white bulldings of
the oity of St, Tropez spread along the hills of the
peninsula whose arm outstretched into the Lediterranean
forms the gulf in which we were lying. It was airficult
to believe that only six days ago men were figuting and
dying in this beautiful place.

That afternoon, Captain F, C. Greaves (uc) USN,
Fleet liediocal ﬂrtleor, U.S5. Naval forces in lLediter-
renean and Northwest African Waters, came aboard and
told us about the evacuation plans he had drawn up for
the invasion, LSTs were used for eveacuation of wound-
ed on the day of the invesion followed by hospital
ships beginning on D plus 1 day. A pool of twelve hosp-
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ital ships, of which we were the only one belonging to
the U.,S. Navy, had been assembled for this purpose,
Captain Greaves scheduled the hospitel ships so that
they would arive at the beach early in the morning,
load casualties during the day, and depart before dark
for Naples where the patients were sent to U.S. Army
hospitals. It was expeoted that by D plus 15, August
30th, air flelds would be in shepe for use by anbulance
planes for continued evacustion as the invasion moved
farther inland.

The Army hospitel ship took care of all casual-
ties brought down to the beach on the 2lst, aud that
evening both hospital ships put out to sea. The REFUGE
spent the night underway a few miles out at sea,
brightly 1lluminated, and next morning returned to St.
Maxime preceded by Iil. sweeps to remove any minass that
German planes might have dropped during the night.

Ships m't!w bay at t pulled down
their berrage d smoke 't moved about the
bay covering the area with a white cloud,

Casualties were brought down to the beach in am-
bulances rrom Army Evacuation Hospital 754 and lcaded
aboard two ILCIs. The LCIs were just the right height
to make good use ot our cargo ports for embarkation of
the casualties. These began to come aboard at 1000
and their admission continued throughout the day as cas-
ualties arrived at the beach, Our orders were to de-
part by 1900 and having cleared the beach of all vas-
ualties by that time, we lert for Naples. Shortly
after clearing the bay, in the fading evening light we
saw two airplanes flying over a group of LSTs a few
miles to the starboard of us. All of the LSTs opened
fire with their anti-aircraft guns joined by the guns
of nearby transports, but the planes flew on eway, ap-
parently unharmed.

Among the 426 patients emberked at St. kiaxime,
there were 7 U, S. Navy, 10 British Army, 12 French
Coloniel Army, 328 U.S. Army and 69 German prisoners
of war. The Navy patients were not combat casualties
but came aboard with the usual run or conditions re-
quiring hospital cere. Patlents admitted from the
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beach showsd the following conditions:

British Army: Abscess - 2; amputation - 1; contusion

2; ear - 1; fracture - 1; skin - 2;
end wounds = 1.

Frenoh Coloplal: Burn - 1; ear - 1; fracture - Z;

respiratory - 2; and wounds - 5,

U. Arm
3 Medical:

%IOOC“I 17 ENT LA 11
Amputations 1 Gastro-Intest. 11
Burns 5 Hepatitis G
Eye Injuries 3 Malaria 91
Fractures 20 Respiratory 4
Genito=Urinary 8 Skin 22
Joint Injuries 35 Total pr g
Wounds 84
Miscellanéous 8 Neuropoychiatrioc:

Y ' Open ward 4
German POW: Amputations - 1; gastro-intestinal -4;

fractures - 9; Skin - 2; liounds - 44; and
miscelleneous - 8,

These combat casualties were of quite recent
origin having been brought from the battlefields to the
54th Evacuation Hospitel and then cleared to the beach
for transfer to the hospital ship. Many of them still
hed on the original first =2id dressings and splints,
while others had undergone debridement and applicetion
of plaster casts following the Orr-Trueta technic.
Since these casualties would be aboard only two days,
dressings were disturbed as little as possible. All
casts were observed for the condition of the circula=-
tion of the part, and a few splints were replaced by
nlaster casts, One German prisoner of war was brought
aboard in extremis as a result of peritonitis following
bayonet -runds of the abdomen., He had been operated on

at the evacuation hospital but was in far advanced
shock when admitted here. He did not respond to blood

- 29 =

s i e



- .

7

* -y N B %
i 'p v
. : Y I

and plasma transfusions and died at 1957 the day of
admission. This was the hoapital's first denth, e
felt that the man should not have been move. from
the evacuation hospital, but pserheps his cundition
seemed satisrmctory before moving him,

A unirty one year old aruy private was asdmitted
desperately 1ll with gas bacilius inrecticn of the
left leg nni gangrene or the f'cot &5 a result ol ohell
fragment wounds of the leg. At the evacuation hosp-
itel long incisions ned been made in the leg und tiigh,
the leg supported in a posterior splint aond lurce juan-
tities of gas-becillus entitoxin ard penicillin zénin-
istered. Upon arrival here, the lazg waes refrigerated
by packing crushed ice mbout it. Jeveral Llood trans-
fusions were given and penicillin cvontinued at 0,000
units q 3 hours, The patient'a general condition im-
proved rnllriihxy and 36 hours after edmission ¢ gulll-
oting 1 ert 14 through mid-thign under

- atient made an excéllent

: 1l reco ih logical examinations of

the leg ahowod zas bno 1lus infection with thrombosis
of the anterior and posterior tiuiel end poplitesl
arteries with gangrene of the foot and les. The value
of refrigeration was strikingly cvident in this case.

One of the French Colonisl _enegalese soldlers
haa received a severe laceraticn of tii: fece und rilent
eye requiring enucleation cf the eye

These were the only mejor operations ; .ric.: .ed
during tho run to Neples, but severcl pativnty were
given blood transrusions sand plesma wues edminlistered as

reeded, Many of the combat casunlties unr-eara: to be
rear the point of exhaustion on comlng suoerd, un: it
was remarkaocle to see how their conditicon regf-onisd to
rest in clean, courortavle beds, to vuln: fothod nd
clothed in fresh pajemas, to having u2ll 1 i Iresh
food they could eat including =ilk snd Lcecretl LG b0
the interested care of doctore, nurses nn oanitel
corpsmen.

Our route to laples passed Lotuscl i lalu.ds
of Corsica and Sardinia through tue oirzli of Lonlfacle.
The two 1slands are only eight or tun miles wpart aud
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in the clear lediterranean weuther wu dau uin = .cr  lent
view of these shores, the most reciy, duoclitc L .ds
we had seen so far on our Jjourns: s, .¢ couul —wwe [LO
green of greass, no trees, jusl Lare brn-golored rucks,
At the southern end of Corsice was jululcae o L1 Le
town of atone bulldings, but wuere ©w. ool fosa auir
water ond how they lived In Luol o J tery.
Lo wonder Lapoleon left Corsice . o T

lands,

A pleasing contrast to fiese Lorrun oo was
viewed next morning as we stew.ed vlouw .» wuder he
sheer towerling olMfs, the tree-coverad uic:li.r: and
green slopes of the Isle of Crpri 1lyin_ ot .= :.irance
to the Bay of Naples, The Lroad eitriice te tie Lay

betwsen the islands of Isclhie and Ceprl as clodcl! by
nines 80 we entered the bay throush L.u Lerrow p.... e
between Cepri and the rocky cape on whicn the clity ol
Scrrento lles lhnuv&un did not come into view until
ad rounded th hen its blunted cone .1th u
: d be Seen Across the bey. 1t
was sappod small nountain, only about 4COu
Teet hlbh, but it wus Vesuvius end te tne lait ¢ 1t
was Naples, All of us were noust lntercuted =3 e ene
tered this region ramous in song, in stery, cod oo
history.

The bay was full of many transports u:i. onr-o

vescels and we threaded our way Letwearn Thati Lo poopr Le
the innor harvor or Naples ns we cvould 0, uru u LUe

enchor and signalled the beach lor craers, .tft * lurch
an Italian pilot omme aboard and took ugs inte % lnner
harbor which sti)l showed the masze eof rev.r.l sunken
ships and the hulls of others thet hadé tevn sun: o
rolled over on thelr sides along uue vocls, e went a-
longside the principal pier, which wus very Ludly
damaged by bombing, and were boarded by the rny .vac-
uation Ofricers, Captein 5. i, liollister (1] usnc Lieut.
J. EKutchman (NC) ¥aj. C. C. Hurst, RALC, rerresented
the British, Arrenzements were nade to deurrk the
Lritish patients in one group, the I'reuch in riotaiar,
U.3. army and Nevy patients next sng the .o o jrison-
ers of war last. Debarketion ot the petionts bejun at
1530 and was completed at 1815, Trururcrtatien a8
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limited and the diatance to the hespltiale ma cons! lur-
able 85 delays in debarkation were inevitnlble

The next morning we left the doc)k 'nd ricl.orea in
the bay while we waited a dey for orders and L.en re-
turned to the Gulf of St. Tropez, arrivin: tlu mor: ing
o the 28th, By this time air evacuation of cusuclties
had been established snd there were relatively row
patients at 5t. Mexime for erbarkation =nd most ¢ these
were German prisoners of war who hed ba:n j~ti:n:: in a
captured German rield hospitel., Lmbarkation wos copp-
leted by 1900 and we departed agein ror l.eples,

This group of patients was our smallest lowd 8o
far, numbering 135 in all. There were ¢ U.o. lLavy, 13
U.8. Army, 2 British, 1 French and 113 Germen prisoners
or war, Agnin, the Navy patients wers routine ucu_ ital
admissions., The Army patients included 1 fracturs, 1
opilni: » 1 vespiratory, 1L wound end 9 mild neuro-
P'!" Tic ongel

.-'- oy

ers ct ilr were n.lrly all cumbut

ualt e 7 amputations, 2 onrdio—vasou;an
81 rraoturOI, 2 nerve inJuries, 2 reapirctory nua 76
wounds plus 3 miscellaneous,

Several of the Germen rrisoners of wur were in
serious oondition requiring transrusions of blood end
lesme. One ocasualty wounded by a shell fragment in the
Tt upper arm began to bleed severely frou tie brrch-
dal artery requiring its ligetion. This operetion un-
doubtediy saved the patient's life,

Vie returned to the same pier at liaples tlec efter=-
noon of 30 August, debarked the pati:nts, and the next
day went out to the bay where we remsined at anchor
until September l6th. During our stay in the Lay of
Neples we aoted as staticn hospital ship for the linval
forces ashore, for the numerous transports end carco
vessels in thet area and for the occassional naval ves-

.sels visiting that port. Vhile the hospital wes not

overworked, we carried on a brisk consultation bLusiness
and our census or hospitel patients hed grown to 172
by the time we were ordered to load for t.e Jtates.

- 38 =

e
-hgﬁﬁﬁldhazf



ST. MAXIME - Loading ICI 220 from Field Ambulance




The stay in Naples was eanother vary pleassant anud
interesting interlude in our travels. Although the
¢ity had been bombed severely along the water front
and in the menufacturing areas, most of the clty was
unharmed. Transportation was procured ror trips to
Rome and ell of the officers and nurses and neﬁrly 311
of the enlisted personne). had one-dey visits to that
olt{; Other nearby places of interest visited by

us groups were Pompeii, Salerno, the Isle of Capri
and Caserta, once the palace of the hings of laples,
now the hoa&qnartors of the 5th Army in Itely.

o Tha Sonior Medical Officer took the occasion of
the visit to Naples of Captains Tyler and Arrasmith of
Oran for his trip to Rome. The station wagon was used
and the perty ineluded Captain Wilcox, Captein MeCann,
Comdr. Swen, Comdr. Campbell, all from the REFUGE, and
Captains Tylor and Arrasmith, We started from Naples

about Inu;:n&.lt head rthward and
-m-m.luh -G.’- n-:n%a::n plece m

1’!{ tha way to Rome, and even while
the car's headlights would illum-
1nate shat ld!ngs especially at turns of the
road where houses had been used as strong-points to
sweep that approach. As first-light of morning began
to come over the hills on our right we could see an oc-
casional shell-battered stone farm houses across the
fields and once in awhile what was left of a burned-out
tank. All of the bridges had been blown up and Bailie
bridges had been set up across these piles of broken
concrete and twisted steel. As we continued toward the
norsh, the hills on our right grew teller ond more
rooky until they formed low mountains and we found our=-
selves in a valley with another range of hills on our
left toward the sea. The signs of battle became nore
evident as we followed this valley, reaching a climex
when we drove into Cassinoe just es the full 1li;ht of
morning flowed over the mountains.

Seeming to cut oftf the northern end of the valley,
Monte Cassino jutted out toward the west from the
range of mountaines and on its summit was a pile of tan
eolored rubble, all that was left of the monastery
used by the Germans as an observation post for their
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artillery, On the summit of a lower shoulder of the
ountein was another pile of broken stone, the re-
mains of the castle of Monte Cassino, and strewed
about the valley at the foot of these mountains were
irreguler piles of rubble of stone and brick and dust.
Nothing that even suggested a house or = store or n»
hotel was left stnnding; here and there a low wall
protruded from its pile of debris but there was no
sign of life in the whole place. 'What had once been
trees were now jagged stumps of splintered wood, and
once gressy pastures had been churned up by overlap-
ping craters of bombs and shells rilled with muddy
water, A whole winter and spring of fighting had been
oncentrated in this one space where the Germans

ld the head of the valley and prevented :the
Allied armies from advancing on Rome, At that time,
to us it was the ultimate of destruction; the atomic
bomb being otill in the unknown future.

i other towns as we
of these places showed
e

)ings end of righting between the

ing Cermans and the a&nﬁ’ﬁg Allies, JTust out-
side of Rome we passed beside an air field with its
hangers twisted and shattered from bombing end burning,
and piles of debris Ifrom airplanes had been dragued off
from the field and heaped along the edges to clear the
runways for use by our planes,

The streets of Rome were busy with people and
traffic, but we found the Americen Red Cross bullding
without undue difrieculty and next door to it was Cook's

on-lits where we obtained a gulde by the name of
Martini. We told him that we had Jjust the one day to
see the sights of Rome and that we would leave it up
to him where we went and what we saw, providing only
that we planned to attend the noon audlence at which
the Pope welcomed members or the Allied Forces who
wvisited the Vatican, Mr. Martini knew Rome well, spoke
4sh fluently and proved to be a most interesting
L and compenion for our day of sightseeing. A de-
talled listing and an attempt at desi.ription of the
numerous pleces we visited would meke a book in itself,
so sufrice it to say that our morning's tour ended at
St. Peter's Church whose grandeur and magnificence we
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marvelled at 1“ deeply. Our guide then in-
Tormed us that he could not accompany us to the Vatic-
an, 80 we agreed to meet him at the station wagon, and

parted company.

The entrance hall of the Vatican carried us grad-
ually upwa>ds by a series of ascending pavements and
wide stairs for the distance of about two blocks where
we turned to the right along a similer but shorter
passage that lea to a third one rrom which opened the
great room where the Pope received the members of the
Allied Forces. At the far end of the room was a low
platrorm on which was set a dais and large chair for
the Pope. On one side of the platform were chairs for
female members or the Services, WACS and Nurses, and
to his right were seats ror the officers. A carpet
extended from the door down the center of the room to
the plattorm and along each side of the carpet was a
portable fence to keep this space open.

We took seats on the platform a few minutes before
twelve, and soon the entire room was packed with Ser-
vioe people from every imaginable nation, excepting, of
course, enemy nations. Promptly ai noon, the Por pre-
ceded loa{ the Swiss Guards and members of the off ehl
m d, was oarried into the room seated on a sedan-

« As the procession passed along the central
space, held ou* rosaries and otner religious ob-
Jeots the Pope touched and blessed. On reaching
the tform, the Pcpe stepped from the sedan-chair,

ed the L.u and then spoke briefly welcoming us to
the Vatican and then for our welfare and that of

our dear ones at home. He blessed us, our families and
all . objects thet he had not already blessed.
This was L ' and repeated in French, The Pope
o 'ram h 85 and | hands, or
being kissed on the hand, & i he individusl officers
where we had from and if our families weme well.
Mmﬁuﬂﬂm ing to get close
enough to the . to touch him, to kius his hand, and
to have him ° and bless their rosaries. It was an
impressive tion of the faith possessed by people
or the Catholie relision, and a most memorable occasion.
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After the visit to the Vaticen we drove out to
the Borghese Museum grounds where we ate the luncheon
that we had brought along with us, and then resumed
our tour, visiting not only ancient ruins and magni-
ficent churches but also the modern athletic stadia,
tennis courts and swimming pools of Mussolini's Forum,
now being used as a rest center for the 5th Army.
Wishing to visit the battlerields of Anzio and Nettuno
the way back to Naples, we brought our tour to an
at about rour n'elock, took our guide back to Cook's
headed southward mi.n

and

A few miles below Rome we found a road branching
off to the right with a sign: Anzio - Nettuno, so we
swung ofr onto this road and followed it dovn to the
coast. The nearer we came to Anzio, the more fre-
quent were the evidences of fighting, burned out tanks,
halfr-tracks, parts of trucks and the wreckage of an
ocoasional orashed plane, Ome plane we identified as

one of our L and we hoped that the crew had
had tire t M k3 _8till showed the oriss-
crossing 1 ' ing tenks some of which
ended in ,etmum-tod metal.

After pcn!.ng through Anzio and Nettuno, we swung
esactward to get on Route 7 which runs southward, to the
west of Route 6, thro the Pontine M-rshes and along
the seaccast. The r through the Pontine larshes ran
along beside a wide drainage canal and was crossed oc-
casionally by smaller drainage ditches leaaing into the
main canal, Below the Pontine Marshes, the roed ran
along the seashore, at places beling carved out o1 the
olirrs that ceme oim to the water's edge, Ve were
stopped in cne village by a group of armed Carbinieries
and wondered what all the chattering was about but
finally found that a couple of them wanted to ride a-
bout five miles down the road with us, so we took them
along. The remainder of the ride was without incldent,
and we returned to the REFUGE after a most interesting
end memorable day.

While in Neples, we lost two of our nurses under
rather unfortunate cirocumstences when Ensigns Peterson
and Hughes were ordered to the Naval Dispensary to
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make room 1or two Red Cross lasdies whom we had been
ordered to request. Although these two nurses were
the most recent adaitions to our starr, they had
quicily fitted themselves into our organization and
departed with tears of sorrow and anger at being put
ashore for such & reason. And tc make it worse, no
Red Cross ladies reported aboard.

OQur visit to Naples came to an end on lt Jept-
ember when we emovarked 374 patients and departed at
noon ror Oran, Algeria, where we arrived at two
o'eclock the arternoon of the 19th, loaded t7 patients
aboard and departed for New York that evening.

This group of evacuee patients came rrom the
forces invading southern France, rrom the fignting in
Italy above Rome, and from the illnesses and accidents
inoident to ordinary acotivities of the occupation ror-
ces in Itvaly.

Surgical Medical
Amputations 10 Arthritis 11
Burns 2 cardio-vascular 5
ENT 4 Gastro-intastinal 10
Eye 4 Hepatitis A
Fraoctures 115 Malaria ()
Intra-oranial 7 letabollc 5
Joint Injuries 10 Neurologioal 10
Wounds 96 Resplratory 19
Miscellaneous 4 Skin 6
Total 114 Trench Foot 5

Miscellaneous 6
Neuropsychlatric Total 2y
Closed Ward 28
Open Ward <
Total 0

Bevy Patients

Surgical Medlcal
Amputations 4 arthritis +
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Disc. Intervert. s Cardio-vasoular 7
Byw 11 Gastro=-intescinal 14
Fruotures 33 Malaria 9
Genito-urinary 8 Rneunmatvic Fever ]
Intra-cranial 3 Respiravory 18
Joint Injuries 7 Skin 11
Wounds 10 iiscellaneous 12
Miscellaneous ‘55 Total B0
Total
Neuropsyohiatrio
g;.:ud Weard 20

n Ward
Total -%

Most of the above group of patients had becn
huspitalized for several weeks or months before coming
to the REFUGE and few required operative treatment dur-
ing the trip to the States, Two patients with cord

bladders w freotures required sup-
""rapublo gl nt with a traumatie
rupture the umbar M:Iu hada a spinal rusion

operation. A few healing amputation wounds were skin
grarted and anemic patients were given plood trans-
fusions as needed,

fler was brought aboard in
-fl'- fraoture or the ocer-

y inal cord. He was
nﬁﬂ!ﬁ eystostomy ana
] on with large de-

1 bleod transtrusions, plasma,

ontrol the infections with pen-
zine but he gradually grew weaker.

“ um to th Buul but

at a.wogomhuon OQnter,
This was the second
As m_m‘ swung in from the channel toward
- u -
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Staten I“ Dband on the end of the dook play-

ed welos o TOor us., Soon we were tied up and
debarkation or 613 patients began at 1400. Rear Ad-
miral E. U. Reed (MC) USN, Medical Officer of the

Third Naval Distriot, came aboard to welcome us and to
it.u. us that a party from the Public Relations Ofrice,
t, was arriving from wWashington that

- to interview and teke pictures of the Nurses.
This debarkation took a little longer than our others
because of delay in Navy ambulances reporting at the
Arny Center, but by 1785 all patients had left the sulp
and our third trip was completed.

All of the Nurses were kept aboard that evening
to meet the Public Re_ations people, whose train was
« We had almost given them up as lost when they
came aboard, a group of WAVE ofricers and Navy photo-
together with the Public Relations Ortricer of
Naval District. The Nurses were photographed,
riewed and arrangements were made for radio broad-
easts by our Nurses during our stay in New York. The
or this publicity was to increase volunteering
of civilian nurses in the Navy Nurse Corps.

The next day at noon we departed from the Army
dooks and went across the bay to the shipyards of the
Tod-Erie Shipbuilding Company in Brooklyn, where we re-
mained until 1 November undergoing repairs. This visit
to New York came as a very welcome interlude between
the end of our an duty and the beginning of ouvr

d\ny. Beside being the best liberty port in
the 14 three weeks stay permitted the granting
of hm‘o m all of the orﬁ.ocrl and meny men

I.l ‘J “d—#ﬂ:

-
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ol several changes oo~
huplm staff. The
nurses were detached:

) USNR, Commander Edward
nde: D. Geckeler
Bolstad (nc{ USNR,
USNR, Lieut.(Jjg)
Martha L. Clemente
(NC) USH. Chief

Brown (0]

e
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08 W. K, Landis, USNR and A. W. Kepler
in ‘., T llm:llt and were detached

» Tl N .-'l' [

Muek ‘Uo rigrom perting oompeny with all of
the above u-m members or the svarr, we particularly
loas of our Chier or Clintoal Aotivities,
w Willlam S. MeCann. During his tour of dut
aboard the REFUGE, Captain McCann had been increas
ly concerned mu& the deplorable state into which the
teaching staft of his medicel school had deteriorated,
and finally decided that he ocould contribute more to
the medioal well being of the nation by returning to
his professorship in the Rochester liedical 3chool than

eontinuing in the Navy. Although we egreed that

deocision was correct, we knew that we would feel
keenly the loss of his wide clinical experisnce and
soand therapeutic judgment during the remainder of the
erulse of the . Captain McCan was uot replaced
a8 Chier of Cliniocal Activities due to a change in
polley in the Bureau which returned hospital ships to

thelr pre-war organization in which the Senior Medical
Officer combined administrative duties with supervision
of olinical activities.

The rollowing named new ofricers and nurses re-
ported for duty aboard the REFUGE:

g
?

Comdr. Vietor W. Logan /i) USNR Chier or Medical
Services
Lt.Cdr. Gerald E. Pauley (MC) USNR Chier of EENT
Service
Lieut, Stanley C. Wilkins (DC) USNR Assistant in Den-
tisury
Lieut. Elmer P, Wilkey (HC) USN Medical Mainten-
ance and Person-
: : nel Ofricer
Lt.(jg) Vincent P. Herliny (MC) USNR w;rd Medical Of-
& ticer
Lt.(Jg) Emily Stevenson (NC) USN ta:iutant Diet-
r * clian
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Ensign Mary C. Leiser (NC) UslR dard llurse
Two Red Cross Ladles reported aboard ut liew York:

Miss Leone lMoGowan, Assistant Field Director
Kiss Katherine Bush, Starf Alde

Our repairs veing completed and our medicel and
ship's storerooms being rilled to capecity, we cast
ort from the Todd-Erie Docks at 10C5, ./ednesduy, 1
liovember 1944 for the Panama Canal and the incifioc,

During our tour of duty in the Zuropean Theoter
of Operations we hospitalized = total of 20654 patients
or whom 2380 were evacuaved to rear uree hospitals,
There were two deaths, each patient uveing in extremis
when received, ‘meking a morvalivy reve or 7/100 or 1lu.

IITI. PJCINIC COBAN THEAYER OF OPSRATIONS
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Operacions tc the States, and the two perlods ol uct-
ing as rleet station hospital et Bengor, Irzlsud, =nd
at Naples, Italy, the atefr of the RETUUL hud beconmoe
an experienced organization, well trained in thelr
duties and capcole of meeting any demands made upon
the hospital. On leaving the itlantle for the ruclfio,
we relt nearly all oeccasion for further nav.l or rn=-
phibious operations in the Atlantic or Lediterruncun
to te at an end, and were pleased to vz . cins out to
where the navel war was still in nrogres..

On 1 Novemper 1944 the REFUGL departed Iroi. ..ew
York for the Canal Zone where we errived ou thu ztn
arter an uneventrul trip., This wes the rirst visit
to tle Canal Lone ror most or the people uvbourd siip,
B0 everyone not on duty spent tne dey suo.-ing crd
eizhtseeing iu spite of the frequent rvins. & vore
fortunate in nnv?na ¢lear weather the next damy for
trensiting the cmnel. The handllng of the ship Ly the
eleotric 'mules' during the sscent tihrow:h the Uatun
Looks to Gatun Lake was & fascinatin  rrocedure t«
watoh, even for those of us who nue tronuilew Ta. o
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before, and the ever=-changing vistus unfoluin: at
each turn of the ocanal made a serles of unror utable
plotures. While orossing Mirarlores Luke, uf'tur des-
cending through Pedro Niguel Lock, we h&d owr [irst
#limpse of the Paciric petween tuc cos=susl uills, lie
completed the descent to the level of tue Jacil'ie
through the Mirarlores Looks, droprpec our conel pilot
and headed out amcross the Gulr of ranems intc » bril-
liant sunset with rinaehhaven, liew Gulneun, vs our des-
tination.

Qur course across the racitic drirted .rodumlly
toward the south keepins within e few degrecs ol the
equator all or the way ecross, 'ie were surprised at
the miliness of the climate, the equuterial heut belng
tenpered by the cool waters of tus uumbolt Current
whlech swesps nﬂrthwlrd from the Antarctic olon:z the
coast uf South and then turns westward across

essly long, ve

'0C "Clinjeal Con-
terences were continued with pressntation oy v medlicol
STAIT Ol papers about tropicel dlseeses corr.only en=-
countvered in the Southwest Paciric, cunu tne surpical
stalT prosented papers aoout The Lrest.leLl O CUIDET
cesualties of verious types. The Houspluiel Jorpu schocol

met regulerly rour times a weel, with = eclul Inustruc-
tion on wednesdays ror the Chiels, lat —n! L Class
Fharmecist Mates., Good progress was cog In o con=
tinued education of the Hosplitsl Corpunen, Cir ‘uture
srea of operations would expose us tc r.uy dize ses,
s0 every Seturday arternoon, Lieutetn.t ..slliivn, the
Levoratory Ofricer, had a rield dar 1. oc.loting 211
hendas agalnst these dlseascso.

s very welcommbresk in the aerlly 5S¢ encs ol our
tri; cume on the 20th of lovenibur . uwi U Vey ooue8 Aud
nis osiicial party voarded thae S.il,, -Csduil..  oul-
inzs to the Commending Ofricer rrom ..e&:@ituruis ..w.i, und
nended out summonses to the Pcl o s oro.l m T
appear the next day berore Tie court P . L4 0%
to answer to tue erimes listec in eroi ool e

- Ll -
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westarn shores tlie naval .nase of Molikni.- w3 Le' g
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renainder of the dey was spent Ly the Folr o ln per-
foralng various stunts in partiel expictlon o tl-irp
orimes and by the Shellbacks in cowpletln  Lic o oklug
pool on the forward well deck. sSerly thc nert [« oolng
Davey Jones returned scoard with leptunus .c., .
wueen, the Royal Baby, Doctor, Jcrlbea, poreers, lups,
and numerous other attendants. The comnund o T.. Suip
was assumed by leptunus Rex and tiu o:‘u.c,ius ¢ in-

itietion or the Polywogs into the anclent Ur: : the
Deep commenced. The Senior ledicsl Orrlcur, bair,: Lie
penlor Polywog, led the parade oI these unicroul tes,
The plunge into the o000l coean wuler oI Lus duc.lng
pool felt good. The rest or the initietion cui vu2t Le
lert to onu's imagination. Surrice it co s, L.oL no

one was seriously or permanently injursd lu cic 1ost-
ivivties. The REFUGE orossed tine L uecor a1y lald, 21
liovember 1944, ot 125° - 16' West Lon:ituae., e were
destined to oross the lquator 13 more times duris. cur

s?," the mountainous

e £} and we dropped anchcr
ir the little harbor or Finschheven Just isfore ncoon,
The Larbor 1s enclosed by & swall . enllouls [ :t_”,
out into the ser and then lyin: ;ural):' e tae  uine-
lcnda. This arm of land wes covered wit. storeage vaild-
incs and piles of supnlies heeped hich in tiue open, On

=

tne mainland were quonsett huts wund native-tr e tulld-

ines of the naval base. e did not . ve n., onportunity
to visit the naval hospitel et Finsolhoven -2 = scoa
hnd our orders to proceed tc Lollendla :iu depuled

after lunch, heading westward =zlon: the nortiar, coest
of New Guinea.

Two days later we arrived st umuclt Wh¥ D Taose

built. The enchorage &ssigned to uLospltul o.ips was
right at the mouth of the bay where tig J.ells ucud

‘boating dirfioult. Presamably hospii=l ahips er- es-

sizned to that anchorage so that, in vase o! benme.ng,
thiey conld illuminate and zo out to sea. Iueciately

upon anchoring we were boarded by Urptell . L. .
lelly (KC) USN, commending Navul sase nos, Ital 1., e
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were very pleased to see him, as we had sorved Lo-
gether on Guam, and because énptaiu helly peve us
much needed information concerning naval instnlli-
tions at Hollandia. No regular Boarding Ofricer cene
aboard while we were in Hollandia, en omen or tie dis-
organization and inerficiency of this baase,

Our orders had put us under tue operational cor -
mand of the Service Jforve, 7th Fleet, so taast after-
noon the Commanding Officer and the Senilor lledical
Ofricer went aboard the flagship, tihe U33 SAll CLu 2. T8
(the old WRIGHT) to report our arrival and to rejucst
instructions, The ral vms in conferencs witi some
dAustralian orriocers, and his Chier or Starr refused to
receive us put had his alde take us tvo the Service
Foroe Medical Ofricer, Captain Paul Ric..iond (kC) UL,
who received us most cordially.

48 that it was plannea to
itients rron the navel

and New Caledonia
A0l VRe WaLlT. 4 fTﬂl,‘h‘
at “tne Pnilipvines., Un our return

I s W& were to go by way or Milne Bay wiers we

load medical mﬁnaa and nelp move that med-
oiel storehouse vo Hollandia. I did not tiink much
or m as it would not meke the pest use of our
well- starr in caring ror rscent battle cas-
ualties, end using the hoBpival siip for carryling sup-
lies that oould be moved just as well on any [lreiglhter
woula be a stupid waste of hospital tecilitles. ilowsver,
there wes no need to worry as on tiae 18th we racelved
orders to déepart tue next day tor Leyte uUulf in tnoe
Philippines.

After our visit *o the 8an Clemunte we went a-
shore to the Port Director's Otrice to arrange for
tueling the ship. No one seemed to know who wes in
oharge of fueling ships, and 1t wass only aftsr sceveral
phone calls that we round the rosponslole oriicer n:d
made arrangements tc supply the shlp. oubsequeut
visits proved our rirst experie.ce to be not unusual
as we never did recelve first-cless supply or repulr
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service in Hollandia, and the only medical supplies
ever obtainavle were from the Army Medical Jtoreucuse,

During our stay at Hollandla, we visited llaval
Base Hospital #17. This quonsett hut hospital was
builv avout a mile from the bay, part way up a valley
at whose seaward end was the site of tae village of
Hollendia. A small, clear stream had been dawied
high up the valley as a source or watel IOor tae hosp-
ival, and another dam just above tvhe hospitel roruea
a Swimming pool. Already erected and in opuration

vae basic hospital racilities and wards numvering

beds, and space was belng cleared just pelow the
hosplital for erection or wards to house an aduitional
500 beds. Captain Kellr's ohier dirriculty was an
insurriciency or housing ror accessory activities. For
medical storshouses, there were only two small quon-
sett huts, one used as ] storeroom. The bulk

dical supplies : oked in piles about tihe
108 ~grou ith enly eulins for protection.
The orrigers or Lue hospital staerr lived hmﬂ tents
the sides d in. se were
soreened, but the canvas tops leaked and these aecom-
modations were decidedly below standard for a base
Jospital. The quarters for Hospital Corpsmen were two-
story, open-sided buildings of rough construction. This
situation was not. the fault of the hospital's command-
ing ofricer, as an insufriciency of vuilding was evid-
ent ebout the base where we saw piles of supplievs and
stacks of mail bags lying in open sheds or with no
covering at all.

Having replenisned our ruel oil, we depertsd trom
Hollandia on the 19th, heading ror the Philippines.
The morning of the 24th round us at the eustern on-
trance to Leyte Gulr between the lslands of Lomonhon
to the north and Dinagat to the south., ‘e ocontinued
to the westward and berore long the hills of Jamsr came
inso view on our right and the mounteins or Leyte alead
or us, Just arver noon we ancnored in San Pedro Bay
orr or '"White Beach', used by tue Aruy 1or debarkation
or casualties, We hed hardly dropped the auncucr and
had not even had time to open the cargo ports belore an

- 45 =

“_.dl? oty £

i
fis rm‘ Ry
? po AR g e



72

- -
2

Army patrol crart was alongside with a load or cas-
ualties from the beach. In a few minutes we had
them tied up and embarkation or patients proceeding
smoothly. The Evecuation Orricer, Major M. L. Palick
(MC) AUS, ceme avoard with this rirst _oad and was
followed soon by Captain A. T. Walker (MC) Usll, 7th
Fleet Mediocal Orricer. We learned rrom these visitors
that no uniried evacuation plan had peen set up be-
tween the Army and Navy and there was no central clear-
ing authority to determine priority of evacuation of
casualties. Consequently, the only procedure possible
was to agoept patients on a rirst-come rirst-admitved
basis until we were full., It was arranged that we
would notiry both the Army and Navy of the total ade-
missions each evening and the number oI eupty beds
remaining. But again, this inrormation was relatvively
useless as two independent and uncorrelated activities
were to act on iu.
2SR,

deck, This was our rirst transter of patients from an
13T ana uhe embarkation prooeeded smootuly as the LST
's deck was but little lower than ours and patients
could walk or be carried aboard without dirriculty.
Many or these patlents were casualties Irom naval ships
that had recently been struck by Jap suicide or kam=-
iknze planes, and were the most seriously wounded group
of patients we were to receive during the entire ser-
vice of the hospital.

That afternoon we admitted 434 patisnts, and our
Christnas Eve was busily l{;nt in getting these pat-
ients cleaned and settled their veds, in starting
the rlow of blood transtusions and nplasma, the admin-
isvravion or penieillin and sulradiazins, and in
carrying on all or the numberless services connected
with the aamission and treautment or oaaly injursa
pattle casualties and the sick. Everyone was too
busy Christmas Eve and Chrisumas Day ror the usual cel-
ebration or the holideay season, which we postponed un-
til arter we nad lert Leyte, but several of the .urses
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saia thav it was the most memoravle Christmes they
haa ever experienced, one that they would never 1orget,

We had our first air-rald alert Christmas Xve.
The Japs had been sending over bombing raids from
Luzon nearly every night, eattacking tne airstrips near
Tecloban and Tolosa, and tae ships lying at anchor in
San Pedro Bay. As night rell, amall smoke-cratt pat-
relled the bay, moving slowly back and rorth as they
lay down a haze of white mist that covered the ship-
ping. A destroyer anchored on each side of us to zive
us anti-airerart protection in case the oombers should
pass over our part or the bay, which they didn't. Soon
arter the alert sounded, we saw the red streaks or

'~ .shells from anti-aircrart fire erching hizh into the

sky and disappearing through the oroken clouas, but
did notv see any planes hit., However, on our thira
visit to Leyte we saw a Jap bomber burn ruriously on

the nearoy hills or Semar.

Day we admitted another 170 sick
and wounded, and had our rirst death as a result
sensive burns, Besides peing bucy adnmitting
tients, we transterred a large quan-
tity of medioal supplies to the speoial hospital unit
LST 484 and to the Army hospitals on the beuch. Durlug
the avsences or the L3T 444 from the Leyte area, the
Arny hospitals took care or Navy personnel, so it was
to our advantage to rurnish the Army hospitals with
such medical supplies as they needed and we ocould
spare. During all of our tour or duty in tiue Philip-
pines - New Guinea area, we maintained a most cordial
reletionship with the Army, glving them what they
needed of our medical supplies and drawing from the
Army what we needed or their supplies. This was rort-
unate ror us as the Navy did not vegin to send mud-
ical supplies into the Leyve area unvil avout six
months arter itvs ooccupation, and by that time we round
ourselves dependent on the Army ror certain acarce
artioles or supply suoh as x-ray rilms end adhesive

tape.

Christmas arternoon we received orders rrom Com-
mender 7th Fleet S0 put our rield hosplital eshore. The
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medicel ofricer of a naval aviation unit pased a-
shore had come out to the ship end asked ror equip-
ment and supplies to set up a dispensary. He was
inrormed that we could only release the field hosp-
ital upon receipt of orders rrom the rlect command
and he was advised to see the 7th Fleet Medical
Ofricer. Upon receipt of the orders, we began to
break out the hospital from its stowage in hold /5,
carrying it up the elevator and stacking it on the
rorward deck ror unloaaing the next morning. This
took the rest or tne arternoon and until nearly mia-
night to lete, The morning or the 26th, landing
orart came alongside and we began to unload the
hospital into them. No one had been sent with these
orart to reoceipt for the hospital and no provision
had been made to watch the gear to prevent pllfering,
80 we sent a message to the Fleet Medical Ofricer
requesting tha® an ofricer be sent to the REFUGE to

recelipt ror the hospital out no one came. Conseq-
uently we withheld iue easily stolen, such
as fleld and wr watohes., Our fears were
Jus ‘ o learned that a at
share of the - , supplles ten-

tage was stolen, the hospital was never set up and
most of the materiesl was wasted. 3Such neglec. seems
quite inexcusable, even in time of war.

Tuesday, the 26th of December was a vary busy
day for us, We had hardly rinished unloading the
field hospital when eight cases or acute gastro-
enteritis appeared among members or the crew and
hospital corpsmen. From the violence of tne symntons
displayed by these patients, it appeared to pe th=
result or rood poisoning. Since it was to be ex-
pected that more cases would rollow, we broke out
cots and set them up along the Upper Deck on each
gide end rigged a line above them ror suspending
rlasks or intravenous glucose and saline, These pre-
ocautions were promptly justiried as witnin the next
two hours 52 members or the crew and 32 amoulatory
patients were taken ill and were undergoing treatment
on these cots, or, in vhe case or patients, in thelr
wards. All persons arrected by the poisoning were
kept on the binnacle list over-night. By the follow-
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15 relt well enough to return
d J recovered oy the sec-
88 or elimination or rooda eaten,
it was dotomined that the orrending rood was a
batch or oreamed eggs and diced ham served to the
stragglers at the end or the breakfast mess line.

During the 26th, we admitted 14 patients amd
three deatns occurred., The cause or death in the
rirst patient was extensive burns and a head wound;
in the second, extvensive bvrns and traumatic amputa-
vdon or the lert leg; in the third, gunshot wound of
the ochest with scute terminal hemorrhage. The bodies
of the patient who had died on Christmas and or the
three died on the 26th were taken asnore for
burial by the Army Graves Registration Service at the
American Cemetery, Leyte.

The 14 patients we admitted on the 2bth were
brought in by a Dutch motorship arter having been re-
scued from a small naval ship that had been sunk by
enemy action. Most or these patlents were suttering
from fractures resulting i1rom the under-water ex-
plosion.

The next morning, December 27th, we departed
rrom Leyte Gulr tor the naval base at Manus in the
Admiralty Islands. While at Leyte we had aamitted
the following patients ror evacuation:

Eirst Evacuation Irip 27 Decemoer - 3 January

Azmy Navy
12
5 7
29 17
7 1
6 1
86 16
] 4
3 1
27 7

175 8:

& =+
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8 2
3
9 p 4
12 3
18 7
18
2
Respiratory 11 4
gin 43 5
rup Typhus
Miscellaneous -] 8
Total =7 25
Neuropsychiavric: Closed Ward 8 9
Open Ward >4 10
Total 4z

As stated above, this group or patients includad
the most seriously opurned, woumied and injured casual=-
ties sdmitted on any or our evacuation trips. Mkost or
the Navy and or the Army casuaslties resulted rrom
bombings and plene atvtacks on LSTs and sinilar
ships on which they were being transported. These
people had been rescued by other small ships, given
first aid and transferred to the special hospital unit
IST 464 where surgical treatment was carried out. The

casualties from ashoro had received their wounds
while fighting in the interior of Leyte and had been
cared for in Army evacuation hospitals before coming
to the REFUGE. Many of the gasualties were from three
to rive days old when we received them, and, since this

invludes one of the most periods 1tollowing
burns, it accounts for the mortality or our burn
patients, . .. :

The , room was quite busy during the trip
tv alanus, Five ed nts had received insuf-
ficient wound toile further debridement,

retaining I.ntoottou. and the

reailving seasiiny 0ne'patient

Tre : , : pe

admitted with gas gangrene of the did not
respond to long incisi of the leg, ponioil.un, sulta-
diazine and rusions, but made a good recovery
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fmmu of the leg through the thigh.
Several oasts and ~asts for trractures re-
renewal with revision or the wound or rracture.

Ql:ltions for removal or roreign bodies were
perrormed. We had been unable to procure pooled, re-
rrigerated blood on this first trip to Leyte, so all
transrusions, or which 49 were given, were drawn rrom
our own personnel.

DIH.:! this evecuation trip, two or the ourned
ed and there was one anesthetic death re-
from administration or pentothal for operative
uotion or a rractured mandiole. KHesplrations
oeased suddenly, and in spite or oxygen intratracheal
insurrlation with artiriolal respireation, the utient
oould not pe resuscitated.

The rerrigeration box in the morgue .as a capuc-
ity or only two bodles, and since the last of tae
burned patients to die had such extensive tissue
destruotion that an attempt to embalm Lhe body vas
unsucoessrul, it was necessary to have a buricl at sea.
At 1600, fwunday, 31 December 1944, the ship's coapany
assembled un the after well deck, Chaplain kheisor con-
ducted the funeral services, and the body was con.olined
to the deep according to the traditlional puriul cure-
mony. It was a very lmpressive cocasion.

wﬂonad the island o1 Lanug cn the rTeiny,
windy ng or 2 January 1945, tho land appearing oll
our starbeard bow through the rain sqguells as a uzass of
grayish green hills, On coming closer, a strins of
tree studdec islands enoireling tha lagoon becnme
suvinguishable rrom the background of Manus itselr,
and within the legoon could be seen numerous suips at
snchor. We mm.m‘ohoud waters or the haruvor

and anchor at noon. AS soon as theiazgomiogu-
tion Comdr. C. E. Dietderic
(MC) w‘gdiur. and & line ofricer
from the T 'l office, came avbcard to give
us the dﬁﬂh‘! lans, The ship was to go along-
side a dock immediatsly, the Navy patlents would go to
Na C , and the Army patients wpuld
be & ed i ) and ambulatory cases, the rormer
being kept on i the latter being teken to Los
Negros island. i was still sweeping across the
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le rorce, and =ince there were
‘the Mx..‘l.t was decided that
oould not be made sarely.

. ed at snchor until the next morn-
1ns by which time the wind had subsided and the
giroaon to the dock was successrully accowplished.

s delay gave us time to sort out the baggage of
the Army patients, separating the baggage of the
litter cases from that of the ambulatory.

Debarkation of patients began at 0800 the 3rd of
January and within 2 hours and 45 minutes all evacuees
had been removed from the ship., The flow o1 ambulances
for litter patients and covered trucks for ambulatory
was handled erticlently and the debarkestion went off
smoothly. At 1530 we lert the dock and returned to our

anchorage in the lagoon.

When we docked at Manus we were boarded by our
old friends, thiﬂ.u H. E. Robins (MC) USN, Commandi
Naval Base Hospita. #15, and Captain J. R. Fulton (MC
USN, who was on his way to the States, having recently
been relieved as Benior Medical Officer of the naval
hospitel ship USS BOUNTIFUL. Captain Fulton and Condr.
Swan were also old friends, having been classmates in
medical school, and the group or us had a good visit
while touring the REFTIGE. Our visivors could not stay
for luncheon, as Captain Rooins had to return to his
hospital to see that reception or the patients was pro-

ing properly, qﬂ.w Fulton was busy securing

ord: but Captain Rovins invited the
d a clinical conrerence at

; . although we arrived
cases, we did arrive

fon of the subjeot and
mu of our hosts.

'hcrrcctqtlam at
re in command refused to
, the next morning




the REFUGE nurses and orficers to attend a dance at
the hospital, the Commodore having given his per-
mission for the nurses to go ashore. Comdr. Jurkops
accepted the invitation, but that arternoon the
weather turned windy and rainy again and he announced
that the REFUGE would not run boats arter dark. 3o
Captain Wilcox sent a messenger ashore to tell Capt-
ain Robins that the party was oOrr unless he could
furnish boats tfrom the base. The Commodore was gquoted
as saying that ir the REFUGE would not furnish boats
ror her own people, he was certainly not going to,
which was not too unreasonaple, and so the party was
called orf,

This policy of ceasing the operation of boats
ror otticers at about 6 o'clock was maintained durlng
the period ot >ur service in the Pacific, reculting
in the situation that invitations to guests for
dinner and the movies were necessarily limited to
persons who could furnish their own boats. This was
quite contrary vo. m‘g. in the Navy,
but since rurnish ts for the ofriclal
business of the Medical Department, such as going for
emergency cases after dark, the Senior liedical Officer
could not enter an orficial complaint regarding the
leck or boating service for ofricers and nurses,

Certain repairs being required in the engine-
room, the ship remained at anchor until the 15th of
January. Every arternoon a recreation party wus sent
to one or the islands bordering the lagoon where the
men could swin, play ball and drink beer. One or the
large repair ships lying near us made a habit or send-
ing one or its boats by us every arternoon to pick up
any orricers and nurses who wished to visit another of
the islands on which that ship had puilt a clup. That
ship also furnished boats at night for dances and
steak roasts on the island, so the nurses and orficers
were not confined to the ship after 6 o'clock and the

stay at Menus was quite enjoyable.
Ope afrternoon, Captain Robins took Captain
- 5% o
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Wilcox and some or his starf ofricers on a tour of
Base Hospital #17. This hospitel wes built on roll-
ing land that had once been a coconut plantetion,

and when spaces were cleared for ereotion of the
quonsett huts, the coconut trees not in the way were
left standing. The hospital puildings, which housed
1500 beds, were arranged according to the contours

of the s with communicating covered passages and
ramps. The buildings had been well constructed,
tightly soreened and painted green, giving the entire
hospital a very pleasins appearance, New huts were
being assembled to house an additional 500 beds,
Large, quonsett-type bulldings housed the galley,
mess hall, medical storerooms and the garage. Every-
where there was evidence of gocd planning end careful
construetlion.

After a stay of 13 days at Manus, we departed
the arternoon of 15 Jazuary to return to Leyte where
we arrived f Sunday the 81.:So;¥2j°r

e 2 ;‘.&\-'n v w e

Falick, th B, :  al and
told us il ] ting on other
islands e Ph §434) re being flown to the
Army hospitals on Leyte from 50 to 200 & day, and

that these casualties would be sent out to the REFUGE
as soon as they could be cleared. Casualties from
the fighting between Lingayen Gulr and Manila were
flown to Mindoro and then to Leyte. The rirst cus=-
ualties, a group or 1l litver patients, were brought
aboard at 2330 that night. On Monday we receiveo 156
patients; Tuesday, 170; Vlednesday, 66; Thursaay, 71;
Friaay, 91 and Saturday, 60. This nearly filled the
hospital and we received orders to Hollanaia, getting
under way at 1030 the morning oi' the 2Z6th.

During this week in San Pedro Bay, Leyte, in
addition to the admission and treatment of casualtles,
we carried on an aotive out-patient consultation ser-
vice, especially in the Dental and EENT Clinics. Ome
death occurred on 24 January, an Army patient with

Bush Typhus or Tsutsugemushi Disease. This patient
became i1l about 11 Jenuery with fever, bpack pain and
cough, He was admitved to an Army dispensary on 18
January where he was given sulradiazine and penicillin.
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Admitted here at 1340, 24 Jemuary with temperature of

107 ~on the t breast and
macular ~ Patient was coma on
admission and to intravenous fluids,

ice packs and oxygon tent but died one hour ritrty min-
utes arter admission to the hospical.

The patients embarked ror this second trip from
Leyte were evacuated to Hollandia for the following
conditions:

d on 28 January = 3 Februar

Army Navy

¢al: Amputations 6 0

Appéndicitis 11 4

Burns 7 1

Eye Injuries 6 2

Ear, Nose and Throat 14 4

Fractures 42 12

Genito-Urinary 9 8

Hernia 4 1

Intracranial Injuries o 2

Intervertebral Disc 1 4

Joint Injuries 13 6

Wounds 104 2

Mi scellaneous 10 5

Total 229 56

Medical: Amoebic Dysentery 6 0

Arthritis 11 2

Cardio-~Vasoular 4 -]

Gastro~-Intestinal 12 2]

73 2

b i § 6

2 1

2 0

2 0

71 10

7

¥
4
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Considerable surgery was done during the trans-
ation of this group of patisnts: Appeadectony -
art - 1; oystotomy - 1, on n patient with
"to the spinal cord; debridspen! ~f wounds - 3;
inoi and drainage of infected wo. « - 2; fracturg
closed reduction - 1; fracture, open r -ction, with-
out fixation - 1, fixation with screw - ., fixation
with plate - 1, and fixation by 4-pin - 1; venoval of
-N.L.. ¢ foreign bodies - 3; secondary suture ot che:st
wounds - 2. There were two pestients surrering from
gas bagillus intection, one in a wound involving the
right scapular reg!.on, and the other with inreccion or
the right thigh rollowin, compound fracturs or the
femur. These wounds were opencd wiaely, cleanud sur-
gloally and the patients given penicillin, sulradie-
zine, antitoxin and repeated blocd trensfusions. 3ota
made good recoveries.

Pooled, refrigerated, universal-donor bloou wes
available on this trip end on all of our future visits
to Leyte. We used the pooled blood for mcst ol the
[ tien requiring restoration of nemogslobin level
after severe bleeding, but freshly druwn blood of the
patient's type was used ror infected csses snd the
more seriously 1ill.

second death from 3cruu Typhus, or Tsutsu-
: Disease, occurred on Sunday the 28th of Jan-

uary. This 24 year old Army private had a shaking
chill on 17 Janw and was admitted to an Army Losp-
ital the next day with rever, sching, weakness, nausce,
B and cough. A guestionable insect Dite
was the left inguinal region but no eschar

5 '

a rash agurod on the trunk
dmitted to REFUGE on 22 Jenuery
with tel O ?n 8 gse 112, respiration
28 and blood pressure m} « Treatment ww.s sup-
porti ? ith trensfusions or blood end plesma, but
blood pressure fell daily. Did not respond to dis-
italization and oxygen tent end died of myocardiel
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failure caused y scrub typhus.

We arrived at Hollandia early on the morning of
S FPebruary and remained at ancuor in the bay until
noon when debarkation arrangements were completed and
we moved in to doock #2, a pontoon dock nearby the
naval hospital., The cargo port was used for litter
patients and the accommodation ladder was rigged fram
the arter well deck for ambulatory pati:nts. Deburk-
ation began at 1340 and was completed in three hours
which was good time a3 some or the Army anbulances
had to make a thirty-mile round trip over slippery
roesds,

The next morning we returned to the hospitul
ship .anchorage in the bay where we remained until B
February while some minor repairs in the engslineroom
were made. Soon arter returning to our anchorage,
an ICTI signaled for assistance ror & man wino had suf-
rered a traumatic amputation or his right foot. The
patient was brought aboard, taken immediately to the
operating room and given a transrusion wille revision
of the amputation was porrormed. During the renmainder
of our stay at Hollandia, the ships anchored in the
bay made use of our consultvation and specisl treatment
sor'rio.l,u we ﬂ. much more convenient to them than

2 \-"‘b : m‘“ IIfII i us

; third
[ We em-

dtiurl

ge oI about

M 8till showed
ﬁ llno patients was
iﬁw health record was
vo make them ocom-

or nutrition during
The senior orricer
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we have his promotion to Capt-
ain upon his return to the States, and was assigned
duty as Executive Ofticer or a naval hospital.

Not including the ten lipberated prisouners or war,
this group otf evacuees were carried under the follow-
ing diagnosis:

Third Evacuation Trip 16 February - 22 February

g

. ‘Burgical: Amputations
Appendicitis

Burns

Cellulitis
Contusions

Eye Injuries

Ear, Nose and Throat
Fraotures
Genito-Urinary
Hernie

Intracraniel Injuries
Jolnt Injuries

b
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typhus occured on 17
'OM ﬁh% to Hollandia. The patient,

an Ammy private sged 24, was admitted on 13 Fecruary
from an Army hoapital without records. He was in a
semicomatose ocondition, temperature 101l degrees, de-
hydrated, showing EKussmaul respiration, and with
several small, neorotiec, sloughing ulcers over the
shoulders, right arm and right leg. Laboratory stud-
ies showed marked anemia and acidosis. Patient was
placed in an oxygen tent, given sodium lactete and
glucose solution intravenously to correot the acid-
osis, blood transtusions and penicillin. Electrocara-
iographic studies showed myocardiel damage, blood
pressure fell gradually and the patient expired on the
fourth day after admission. How long he had been i1l
previous to edmission here is not known.

Again, the surgeons were busy continuing the
treatment or the casualties. A colostomy was per-
formed on a patient with a penetratving wound or the
saorum and rectum to divert the feces and permit ruture
reparative surgery or the rectum. A pelvic aoscess,
resulting rrom a rupvured appendix, was opened anc
drained and four abscessed wounds were incised and
cleaned surgically. Many or the wounds had been caused
bv r'ragments ct dl..'l.]..l lnd 11 patients were operated

t8, S8ix fractures

. m on 14 February, very
.-'ﬂ -
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: ge ! and administretion
ot pen ellm aulr-diluino, bloed transfusions,
seline and gluoou by vein were continued. Tempera-
ture continued to rise, reaching 109 degrees before
death which occcurred on 17 February. FPost-mortem
examination showed generalized dirruse peritonitis
and pneumonia at base of right lung.

When we were about one day's run from Hollandia,
an accident occurred to ome or the oylinder heads of
the port engine requiring that it be stopped. We
limped on into Humbolt Bay, arriving on 22 February.
The liberated ofricer prisomers went ashore immediate-
ly to arrange air transportation to the States. ‘e
remained at anchor in bay until the next afternoon
when we moved in to dock #9, located at the extreme
western end of the harbor. Debarkation of patients
started at 1450 and was completed in 2 hours and 40
minutes., We then left the dock and anchorsd in the in-
ner harbor for repairs to the port engine.

On this date, 23 February, the rirst of the Ri-
FUGE nurses to go home from the Paciric, Lt (jg)
Eleanor G. Olsen (NC) USNR, was detached. Arrange-
ments were “ _ her to return by air. He depart-
ure caused ¥ excitement among the nurses

ar a-duty was nearly completed and all

1 8 at monury
i m This gave us a
:” Nnt we reached at any time.

! ,prhl of emberkation at Leyte, a
a8 the result or multiple brain abscess-
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r old American Indian, became

‘ and chest n for whican
he was : m aboard his ship. The fever
continued to rise and patient was sent here on the l4th
with headache, dry cough, dysphagia, and substernal
chest {ain as his complainta. Temperature on admission
was 10l degrees, neck was supple and lungs clear. WBC
19,400, He was Ihood on penieiliin end sulfadiazine.
Two days later, 16 March he developed a stiff neck.
Lunbar punoture showed 300 mm water pressure, milky
spinal fluid with 27,000 WBC of which 73% were polymorphs.
No organisms on smear and culture. He inproved temp-
orarily foliowing a seocond spinal tap but eapired at
2135 thatv night, three days atfter admission to this hoap-
ital, Post tem examination showed 23 small avscess-
;l in the brain. Culture from the pus ylelded no organ-
sms.

Being filled to overtlowing, on 17 March we de-
parted from Leyte for Hollandia where we arrived on 22
March and debarked the focllowing patients:

Eourth Evacuation Irip A7 March - 22 karoh

Army Nevy

Burgical: Amputations 9 2
wutﬁu i 1 8
o 2 1

Dental \ % g
=-."”"m t 13 7
ito- > i 4 13

3 5

(] 4

. 3

8 8

. 14 8

. i

5 1
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Arthritis 4 10
Baclllary Dysentery 1 2
Cardio-Vasocular 5 7
Gastro-Intestinal 18 15
titis 42 5
ia 3 3
Respiratory 8 15
Rheumatic Fever 0 3
Schistosomiasis 23 1
Sorub Typhus 2 8
Skin 30 15
Miscellaneous 8 15
Neuropsychiatric: Closed Ward 16 10
Open Ward 32 34
The following operations were performed during this
ten~- riod of loading and evacuation of casualties:

1l part amputation of foot; 5 appendectomies; 2 arthro-
tomies of the knee; 1 oolo-f.ony for compound fracture of
the sacrum with fecal fistula; 1 cystotomy for cord
bladder; 4 mt of wounds; 1 fracture treatment
by open = 4-pin fixetion, 1 with two stein-

with kirschner wirs traction;
2 removal of metallic foreign
 of mu ubmn' and 1

y brief. e remain-
de a tanker the
evening, we de-
to Leyte preﬂ.dod
ation of ocasualties in

ays to oateh up with the ac-
» the wards could be cleaned
: ded, the operating room
plies and dressings, and ail

“ﬂd enjoy a brief poriod of
 next phase or intense activity.

mmmm in San Pedro Bay, Leyte,
oo - 62 -
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110 from Leyte, the speo-
renmained in Leyte Gulf
- But this time she was
parture left tle Leyte area
ilities to care for patients
_ aries at Jinamoe Islend and
? "; c - uentlyitho
oare or i m patients, includ-
alr from Luzon and Minicro,
: ted during our absence,
, the | hospitals immediately

and upon our
began to ole :iﬁummmmus.

By _time, Captein 0. G. Clegg (MC) USN had re-
eot, | » which commend we operated. It
UG was meeded to rurnish hosp-
1y inoreasing mumers or ships
dpsu-;uu ashore, so the
m the pool of Army hospital ships
) *ily for evacuaiion purposes,
1 '""‘“' m m’itﬁl at Leyte.

M patients from the
hvl rilled half of the
l dally admission rate

8 ;.t was obvious that
flowing unless arrange-

y the m evacuation .ntm.
that the Army patients



. where whe lhnrdid not have

s The Transporte-

‘a8 yet to evacuate patients

y had all they could do

wo Jima and Okinawa. All the Navy
use of ICIs to carry patients to

+ ships are entirely unsuitable for

1 unt ; were filled, and then
- unlc The Army agreed to re-

davy hospital facilities
A ot & time when the fleet con-
jing daily was not a oredit to
| planning officers. Construction of
8@ hospital had been started at the Guion,
a1 . would not be ready to receive
‘over two months

and construction of the

, the naval opntlns base, Tacloban, Leyte,
‘repeatedly, although the stefr for
ﬂ!l was already present at Tacloban.

l’ﬂu 10th of April, the hospitel wes nearly full
and we were ordered to evacuate ouf- patients to Manus
where we arrived om the léth. No Army patlents were
onrul‘!: on this trip.

t':

Amoebic Dysentery
gﬁrﬁh . . 83
cillary Dysentery
Cardio-Vascular 12
lmhtott:lml 4%

Respiratory a2

mii- p;gm

- Rheumatic Fever 2
e’y %mia g
g Typhus
~ 3 Skin 56
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Joint Injury g Miscellaneous (DU) 53
Wounds 17
Miscellaneous |a m ﬁgg;g:
| i Open Ward 7
e 75
y 106
A ons were performed dur
the .nl 16 April while ftgs

;ion hospital at Leyte
otomy - 6;

f’fﬁ'y«t - 1'

on of fissures and 1"15—

il SRS I
and wit on - ore

e m llgstion or -'5; heraia,
- 2 . { - 25 ¢ision and

drainage of we : m’;- 3 -naot.ony - 2; thyroid

adenona, of - xxwmnw - 5; transfus-

ions -~ i; - 4; varicose vein,

ligation of -onth excision of - 1.
great

The deoresse in transfusions was nmade possible by
use ot the pooled, refrigerated universal blood which
was f b“ﬂ' from Guam.

_' m at noon of April léth,
immediately end unloeded the
ifternoon.. At this time, the medical
mm only source of medical
to us :I.l ﬂn Southwest Pacific Area,
arge ; _ﬂonualoonun

ato: - personnel showed

e ncy by getting out this
to arrive at
the antire re-

r first rh.i.t to Menus, pressure had

‘ : o Qﬂc Commodore in Command to
omen ¢ and Navy nurses were now on

duty at t TR e Gun was 1ifted, the
I.Mtﬂl the officers and nurses




‘e still alongside the
_€yeryone not on duty
party on the dock.

'u' supplies that night
for Leyte vie
ormation

us at Hollandia and were

Aprids i Gl

Four new nu *epo | aboard our arrival:
Lieut. Ella C. Becker (NC) : nou:l.’og. Anna
Higegins (NC) n M. Giboons (NC)
USIR, and (NC) USNR.

. !
fte were to remain there as the
1, and soon arter anchoring, the
_ _ m on the Medical Orficer,
e, 7th Fleet to learn what plans had been
made for evacuation or ¢ N ties. It was explained
'« Ps Owen (MC) USN had reported re-

ceLtly as the n ,- _‘ et Medioa. cnoer. 7th Fleet,
and that he was workl '4 ’f sgements for air evac-
uation of vy : 5 taln Clegg and the Senior

'“ eall on Commodore Owen the

The two officers
_,,5" wﬁ:n:u disposition .t
e ﬂltt Permanently non-

ia.
P o
and local dis-

uul.dbonnttotho

“ : mu-mmnoﬂ b

a r h an.-"“ﬁ - ut
officers ""**“"?ff ppr medical survey. Both
officers and enlisted men loul.d be sent to rear hoasp-
ital on Form "G" without survey.

The m lﬂ 'Gm Wilecox and Captein Clegs




ore | ‘Headquarters 7th Fleet,
« O lore went over the uoapital-
with OCaptaine Wiloox and Clegg, and
TS could now furnish planes for evacua-
lents to the States via Guam and to Manus.
‘on the 7th Fleet Staff attended the

thlt the REFUGE would
_ Leyte, inrormed
m% es of patients
OB Leyte Iou:l.d arrange with
£ de hospital corpsmen
furnish transporta-
_ to the Taoloban air

. Wile arranged with Commodore
Owen to have a Board at' aum Survey appointed a-
board the REFUGE for processing orficers to the Jtates.

or eveocuation of vatlients belng agreed
00: in Clegg drove by jeep
: cal icer, Coumender
M the arrangements. Condr.
' of hospital corpsmen who had complet-
od thelir w‘d' hv in the Pacific, and planned to
 S¢€ ,rer m plane trips.

3%g
EE

FUGE nurses were detached a3 soon as
n oould 'h arrenged for their return to
P . the following nurses lett to
K. 'rm (NC) USNR, Lt.
essle A. Pszenny
A fw) Usl, and Lt.(Jg)
Ql 28 April the following
Lien le M. Teisseire (NC)
NC) USNR, and lt.(jg)

Commodore J. P. Owen
;’Ioor, visited the

rocess patients for
s consisting of the



Ofsrioer, Ohief of Mediocins, Ortiopedio

trist, made the rounds or the

‘ end mornings. All pat-

. not be returned tc duty locally were
0 the Evecuation Board and were clessiried

iation to the States or to Menus, The secoud
th _loorl of Medical Survey consisting of

‘ Officer, the Chief of Medicine &.d

ital service to whioh the patient be-

e Vu W, Logan (m’ USNR, Chief of l.cd-
uls. was h charge of graparltion of the medical sur-

veys and piw this duty splendidly.

The 8 ineident to the admission of put-
ients, onnieal histories and determining
physical tho studying of and the treat.cnt of
their 3 the classification of patiznts for

disabili
loval duty or mtion and the processing of redicel
mp deﬁm patienta, all of these procedures
required e ain amount of time to aocomplish, with o
ulting acoumulation of patients in the hospital., Uy
y when the first patients were evacuuted

by air, th m had risen to 417. On this day, en

m 'd. and embarked 29 evacuees, 16 paticrt.
for th 18 for Base Hospital #15 at lanus.
These ] taken about 60 miles to Guion, Jarso:s,

for furthe _Muon by eir. .

ion Of"m&ﬂﬂ’.l by air from Leyte was
ory because of certain re-
of patients that NATS would
. M of May, no litter paticents
h-ma because the paticnts
regular ort planes and there
slinginz litters in these plunes.
ded planes that landed =t
p and litter patients. Tue
. were all ambulatory as they also
port plzres not equipped to cany
ﬂm;u in our inebility to ecvic-
ilo wouid eventually return to dut:,
&‘lll beds gradually filled with

g AN uf 4
’ St S ; - 88 -
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 the evacuation of neuropsy-
c ) 434 not want to take ther out
ngomeprt with the Army Evecustion Or-

)d our mentel patients on Army trans-
ip of 29 evacuees departin: on &

I nurses reported for duty
» Laura M. Sanderson (NC) UL,
| !}hg, "i’“f.a !Btal%a L)

. yn E. Lopartz (NC) ULk
pd (NC) USNR, Ens. Dorotay G. '
id Ens. Mery L. Sweeney (NC) U.IT.

.supplies in the Leyte-sanar
pial medical supply barce
gron §10 of the Peciric Fleet.
pinarily as a source oi ned-
[ the 3»d and 5th Flects and
‘permitted to draw supplies
igcause we were rurnishing nosp-
| in Leyte Gulr, irrespective
ns. to the time we lurt
established no medical sup;ly

e

d at Leyte on this, our last
h hospital ships anchored
) Fleet several miles to the
Thess ships were the 104l Ox-
anul, and the HNMHE Tjitjalengha.
the: pd*s vessel bullt for tue
@ and was most comfortably ar-
. tropies as we discoverad when
C) RN, the Principal Medical Orilicer,
fdloers from the REFUGE ovur [or
ails on key 6th. This custom of
5 was an innovation to us, but we

1isy of Captain Hunt and Lis suefr,
of the Tjitjalengka and greatly aduired
hip. They hed converted the cerjo Lolds
| hed built a I{ﬂ'tnm of ramps so thaet it
ve pationts between decks. The tiles fru.



o

. ‘Swimming pool hed been used for the floor-
ing of the opera ,. ., & good use or materials

00 Captain Hunt and his starr
lnner Weanesday, as VWednesdays
ights, ana Captein Hunt in-

_ Pl ing anotvher ofricer with hin

linner : alengka on Monday night. Captain
Wiloox e: I hat '7 * sorry but he ocould not

the tation because the Comnandin: Of-

Tiocer of | did not run boats for officers
p Bxecutive Officer of the RiFUGL
| Hunt asked thet an exception be
on sald that he would ask per-
at. This led to an amusing in-

i, wo received a message fram

) fll'lt plane for evecuation of
uld leave from Tecloban the next

W Hm& to take moving pictures
e on, We had sent out
n the 4th and 6th, and were not
b group until the l0th. So the
. u tl stay aboard Monday even-
e cleared for the speo-

the X-ray Ofricer,
icer, were sext

_ tl ﬂny were not nceded
hey had a good dinner and
M 2200, However, the

! %s boat at night
nder the bay a
3 !Jitjnlenska agein and
get back to the REFUG:.
prating the news of the sur-
had just oome in, and joined
5 ﬁmw lack or training
he doctors after all.
ructed the coxswain how to
UGE, and our visiting party

lay May 8th, the redio was



t of the surrender
sident would neke

an . MNeedless
to it was two down
lanned to

day with

Bseen con-
bie ; 627 were re-
P _to the States,
1 OB were transferred
convalescence.

e for Cllzg in the trop-
rds at the after end
od of 100 degrees
the tr;::nant of
- The it ' y Dentel
poo. 1‘ entilated em ex-
It the ‘thalmolog-

in patients
#.me.r . '

 activity of the hosp-

} studied by the X-Ray

5 g 266 and in-patients

m;lonts, received
expenditure of

mﬂ 268 operations in
-'_lm. the air-conditioaing
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Lin, .m-sm broken down, these
_out mouinly hot
th dents in this group
| the conditions treated
ul practice as showm
tion - 6; appendectony
tion of - muotomy,
nchoscop ; bone graft -
n M.oo,rm. - 5; con-
oy sxcision = 3; oystotomy - 1; de-
bridement of - 23 muon of eye - z.
eplthdim mnt = 3; excision of cysts and
lipomas - B‘,._ xeision nm:.u and ﬁssures -3
-1 reduetior with Rot.,er-
open reiuct-ion - 3;
, with plate - 3; with
ﬂnﬂ.on -2; "with 2

nage
dislocation, closed
Iﬂooh} - 3. hp‘r-

- B; papilloma
al cyst, exoieion
rygium transplant

of -
= 11; su lon - graft - 5; thora-
cotomy y - 3, maﬂ, chest, secon-
dary ‘ - 13; miscellaneous

4 group of patients.

ap Of men who were sun-bathing.
' nu.-d instantly,
' h et out of

recelving
d, ! ; ; m Illﬂ.olynnd ex-
tonsively t - «ﬁﬁ ot SM sufrering additional
injuries, 'N m to the REFUGE that evening.

¥ A m : "*-ﬁ L ! '—grf't--i:; s



pel went to work on these un-
d them under resuscitation treat-
as possible.

se ten casualties died during the next
,mn ient to die, P.F.W., was blown
the sea, striking his chest

m he was burned on all surfaces
, by his underdrawers, there was

: ible injury to cervical
un ﬁ.ﬂ; expanded but the gen-

- until the fourth day after the
dyspnelic, showed evid-
did not respond to oxygen

prlrod.

Iikch. J.B.G., was blown fron
: .I, and was mittod with
,{ . the area covered by under-
gic pass into coma on the
) sixth , apparently from

x.:a.. was standing about 20

m. was engulfed in

: surfaces except that covered by
"""' peared to be progressing
the f ux day when he developed

M died on the seventh day.

+» wWas engulfed in flames
Mu. was burned on all
by his drawers. On the
became lethargic and at times
there were moist rales and
re. The patient did not resp-
‘ m and on the thirteenth day
became cold and oyanotic below the
ml.t expired a few hours later.

M atients, nlthouah very severely
es., of these, J.N.S.,




I

‘burned on all 2008 the drawers area,
and in adaition had a conp ture of the left
4 beocam grenous requiring amputation.
I to be at the point of death
Jqondit:.on when trans-

on the Medical Service while
KT occurred as a result
) patient, a 36 year old man,
pary on 21 April with progress-
pnea of two morths duration. On
y 111, dyspneic, orthopneic,
jd, Chest x-ray revealed a dirruse
lungs resembling miliary tubercu-
dn an oxygen tent, the patient
nd died on 8 May. Postmorten ex-
; of the right kidney and
m- of the liver and lungs.

hl,, from an aplastic anemia

- This patient, aged 33,
vl.tl temperature of 101 aegroea,
ry of inereasing weakness for
m showed a macrocytic
» hemoglobin of 4.5 grams
‘ ﬂ were lymphocytes.

ice of free hydrochloric

4’ sternum showed no active
of whole blood
o lt liver extr (t and peni-
: orated. Three days be-
‘_ ' L,m.orthelkinand
Lowed ,lr and imz:numl "
1l left 1 pneumonia develope
- June.

h;llnu' old man as a
8 leukem: The patient was
t three weeks before his
322 to notice petechiae on the
gums, followed by fever and
100.1 nodes. On admission,

mtﬂl symptoms were present,
= Nh -

< g 1""-'. - & , N 1 :
i e SR AT s Ul T
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rd the urine was

was 5,250,000 and the white
ant lobll.ltl. Despite
fus! of tmh blood, and the
iver extraot and penlciilin, the
ped to deteriorate and the paticnt
died nly wwo admission, after passing
a l.r_.t. T ——y ‘

stool.

as ‘belief thet they would have
¥ ven though the patients been

tt::" I “ i:%.lhthoﬁtlt.l. All or
: ag hpny corpsmen concerned

with iese burned, injured end hopelessly

ir utmost for these unfortunates;
: eﬁ' best effort. to save them,

M‘n work in the enerva-
were pleased to receive
m Biak, end then to Menila
ﬁ as the fleet station hosp-
: I!.n Tjitjalengka, which

¥ ttouaand touanua,
We welcomed the

w.:' staff officers
Ciub for cock-

ror dinner. Captain Hunt,

ml: staff and nurses
cn the ﬂltjllonakl e
ny and enjoyed both

el i 'us from duty at Leyte order-
patient § for evacuation to Manus,

e 1 g.pnt:lonts at Biak. On the
last group of patlients for
s and during the next two
in the axea who reguired evac-

ital ving us a census of 479

i { M lak in the Schouten Ia-
s, J north of R tn end of New Guinea, ILu-
Ly upon entering th Hil:lppine Sea after leaving

Ve <

e el A
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Leyte Gulr, we delightfully ocool weather
wm‘ﬂ* in keeping with us during most
of that trip. Everycne felt a most welcome relief
from the heat ut the past two months.

he true m for all persons serviug
ip 15 a realization of their own con-
L yelief of pain and suffering among
jured, the Senior Medical Cfficer felt
: ",_,, 'yed a commendation for their efforts
) MII‘ Mediocal Department Memorandu:

Sub jeet: Mon for All Hands.

1. Dt k ‘25 April 1945 until 23 June
ated’ m‘ﬁ Win, sseamplishine
ated as a station . ; P, 8cc shing
the type of work and - mﬂtﬂtp of work that the
hospitul wes designed, pped and staffed to perform.
2. A total of 1941 pati m admitted during these
sixty ‘0 2 ‘,u' ?uuu each day, and
in addi 5 of out-patient work was
sceonpiistell by ib,\ g , EENT, Optical Re-
pair Unit and ts as nl.l 88 numerous

oonsultaumr " oal Services.
jedics. _’flm desires to express to All

Heands his sincere : for the efforts that have
made these n#t;li = ible . and his admiration for the
qualities of j ' No endurance shown by those

rsons “have quired r.hu to work for long

very hof ! on duty
in spite or surrer t md other dis-
tressing skin M\

4. During tbaem m weekn, All Hands have
shown a most m ‘or loyalty and cooperation,
the sort of spl+is : . us into an unbeatable
team with the & teamwork that has
overcome all Statae id aocomplished all tasks we
have encountered, : v

Al 25 g
- ‘ﬁlm&wh:c "
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5. To eaoh and every ome of you, I express apprec-
ietion mrﬂn Navy's "WELL goui- o e

'he morning etm 27 June, found us skirt-
ing the e :& of the hrt—coon, dense, Jungle-

covered and then along the southern
coast as we jod the navel base and air strip. \e
signaled % were told that there were no pat-
ients for but that we were to zo to the

nearby m ct 'o.ﬂi vhere Base Hospital §#16 was

mil m a few miles from Biak, and on ap-
m we found it to be a real tropical

pr
atoll, _one we had seen. A series of low-
lying, - islends joined by recfs and sand-

« shaped lagoon. Two sand-spits
extended a long way out to sea from the ends of tue
horseshoe, and as we entered the lagoon betwnen these
arms of sand we saw the guonsett huts of the navel base
and hospital on islands to our left, while native huts
were seen on the island to our r.tsht. From the latter
island a stream of outrigger boats soun appeared, and
vhen were olose we saw that the natives were very
bleck wi thl‘ f hair of Melanesiens. They
valled to us for money and showed themselves to e
regular fishes or m a8 they dived and ewem under
water after coinms. was just like in the travelogues.

We anchored at 1340 and were soon visited by Comdr.
P.A. Gray (MC) m. commend ing the hospital, who ex-

pleined that 1 were in the process of closing the
hospital as _was also being closed, and that
there were m for us to take to Manus. That
seemed worth the stop there, but wa were gled to

have seen Wc . mm lagoon, the atoll looked
_ : ' . How it would have appear-

not lear as an LCM soon
ﬂ we departed after staying

at Woendi rw hu mmm-.

The Mt patients evacuated on this, our sixth
trip from Leyte, showed the following diagnoses:

-77—




Sixth Evacustion Trip 25 June - 30 June
Surgioal: Medicel:
Amputation 5 Al lergies 8
Appendioitis 1s Amoebic Dysentery 3
Burna 11 Arthritis 15
Cholecystitis 7 Cardio-Vascular 6
Dental 17 Filariasis 1
Eye 10 Gastro-Intestinal 12
Ear, Nose, Throat 15 Hepatitis 10
40 hnrh 1
Genito-Urinary 18 Metabolic 2
Heworrhoids ] Nerve Diseases 4
Hernie 34 Respirator 21
Intracranial . [ Rheumatic Fever 1
Intervertebral Dise 3 Sorud Typhus 1
W 26 Skin 52
Cyst 12 Venereal Disease 6
Wounds 10 " Miscellaneous 9
Total :
mm;c:
Open Ward :g
n
Total -a7

atnetnalint M I e nat 11 or the svasaves
i , and soon ° evacuees
- un&mmﬁ:l Again, we topped off

medical storehouse
at } were no medical sup facllities
Captain R end his staff iuvited the
ﬁum-l&i o8 from the REFUGE to the nospitel for
end an party which was greatly enjoyed

Tarss . ,'m in &)%ﬂ ocourred
¢ . Magovern -
relief for Lt. Comdr. B. M. m.rtunfmw

Barly the next morming we pulled away from the dock
mnuﬂmum-ﬁ-muMh. Qur course



Sz 5

‘Islands orossing

en Leyte and Din-
! Mt between

Sareh Coll USNR tached:
&) a 8, Oree: lll; g
_""* mtmm
13 July.
m *. 33 i fioree ) v
..lllll.lM)m
18 Sy, a USNR
{a m-(u’:)m
19 July. mumuﬂin-m(m USN, Chief
.tl.nn.om»h (NC) USN
- 79 -
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« Nelson
y Ltl(“) M.

24 July. m Iul. m““)‘u.&) USNR
. k ‘rjoﬂ.o J. Domlly %
m l. mnr ilo;
-rnrot s nootni (légm
ut““) ?ﬂﬂoh D. MeCusker (%
Lt.(Jg) Mary L., MoCollum (NC) USNR

25 July. 1 -' . U
o O U i (<

27 July. m n.w ‘Bessie A. Glembooki (NC)
? E. Dyor (NC) USNR

These two we; the first group of nurses to
report to the * 1944 and were the last
of the . REFUGE nurses to be detached.

H. tte USNR,
oﬂ"‘“"" o (36) TR, Ghiet or Ben-

(DC) USN
m ) USNR,
'-tuu m. Optidal

. Reported. USN, -
' E. e ‘.:'!gﬁrt! and Ao
' -“. -

u.




ocounting Officer.
8 August mwmm P. Wentzell (H-8) USMR
7 August MMmmmm(m) USN

umf otache a.mn‘u‘r Morgan (HC) USKN
12 August Detached: Lt.(jg) L.A. Cusnther (W) U

: 5 . :
e e tlll.‘l.h 10 July,
Comdr ~ ¥F. D. fnvodo‘!u’

I!Tm "Service Foree, 7th
USN, met with the Sen-
for evacuation of

all mmu of this class-
Hospital #114 would
rear area hosp-
tes would be

was arranged
the Base Med-
nun of NATS would

bo mul'l to go wu'mu:ror air evacustion with us.

, we were informed by
8 for Samer could
ients but t we could have up
.."""m!?.“a::?’m"‘h’%“"
tter
& a week wognlgﬁ

;.'{..:no

_-.?"f?‘;;' A L) },ﬂﬁ""f#ﬁ'l'i‘ T e
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e arrangements to ox~- .
8 being an occasional car-
 bad weather. The prin-
T=e’ tion at Leyte was
could be ev-
the necessity of
patients on the hosp-
that the Naval Air
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te brief, afford-
e oity and to ob-
yed in the
m water-
mt on north

: -“‘ e bridges across the
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Iu&-on Rttt

lmxmnum

ST B

_x\-ﬂ'l'-l 't_.-i"(‘

(11-14-45), it
* y parts of the world.
m the end of work
to come to the hos-

._,-.;,‘.‘ ation, exemination, diag-
uthm continued,

T

“ - X v
and - Japs conecern nrron-
arri

L ALt lurhl
t Ma and to.u.oa instructions
covering all ¢ 'h w:-.

; ‘ . ust, the Senior Medical Ofricer
was called re to Commo “@wen's office and told

that the REFUGE was to accompan an_oscupation foroe
going to either Nort . and that we were
to have mum, 3 September.
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our planes froa one a day to
day thereafter. The Sen-
that the 7th Fleet issue
of n‘thﬁshto 1&.
never empty ospital
‘that the two '

the
17 submarines headed
yor escorts and a
that they were go-
berty.
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ived warnings of a typhoon passing
on and crossing our rcute to Korea
'ormosa, so the merked time the
to let the
This -u our position at
r 1945, when = articles
‘ i‘ll‘ signed oard the
Although we were fair-
reception could not pick
end we had to t
about 1t0

to Korea was uneventful

eand we : to Jinsen harbor the

:::n' ng, the t.:t igo; ognod us and
soon ._-.' - ‘ m y «85.8. MINN-

EAPOLIS, pr od island-studded passage to

» at Jinsen. Overhead, flights of fight-
er and bomber planes oircled to remind the .T.p- that

we weren't , while all adout the harbor, land-
ing oraft o mu:u;mutm took
surns going a side transports to Army troops
rfor the b, ' all of the landing oraft in a
oirole were . , the leading boat would head for
‘the channel into dnner harbor between the break-
waters with the rest of the boats following in line.
The oooupatic ‘d was accomplished without
casualty to tu-ul. but the Japs fired
from the Md the pquu station into a
group of American flags, who were
area to welcome tho Americans.
It is m t:.r: :.1&0&. !hoj:aza
oclaimed Mﬂb sts, bu ey were Jjus
patriotic Xoreans whom the Japs took one last orack




t we would t PCW8
mm‘:’mt even-

4 They were an';inn
given a big supper. It
: bhad eaten all he want-

norn g, Sunday, we received or-

of the POWS exoept hospital cases

he Ne sport USS NOBLE, and tremsferred 145

° hem. Then om Sunde _.{____,;.q TROC received orders
- s LI % SN W %

SSRES the m. + That

'm' to

3  were good sports

1 . { ‘h 1‘ »
left. "We'll g Mz‘:or.
t next day while we re-

/39




tralian s POW
camp. - Pro=-
vost Martial and ! be-
cause the Provost

jeep to drive M at Army
Headquarters.

the camp with us,

The build!
about 30 by 50 f
on the outsife a
glass 3
to slide in i
of Yight but ",m 4

keep out a driving » . |
buildings was a en
the ground covered J
and slept on
round the walls
been built from
was heated f.ll'l'
4 feet high by 18 ; -
these stoves should . the building

quately, but we do not X w much fuel was supplied.

i -_..,



-.mmay and the
joh | for the siek
ds about two inches
eq ng operations

..‘.l;._..,‘.?;'w‘- = Ta
prison building



. . .

n and arranged for the
3 to visit the Jinsen

aspl t pavement but
!h rul soon entered

, came Luutgal
g several square miles. This
ant and the Americans were in the

P We drove for miles around
the :I.albd it over to see
what w and materials

N.Il‘h. with long rows of
i tools, clean and oiled,
: by the -nh:lu-t-. The i
a m meohanical engineer an
nﬂ-m‘t‘gﬂg said that tnor:
) sabotage at they appeared to .
w.

that had been used as the headquarters
nitions plant was ear-marked for the
for that e te
y woul ‘net a3 the Gonorn sald
‘ 'ﬁ'”’.””ﬂo

plant being completed
; as we knew that the rut".
"o _ﬁ.uth.loek we re-
invitation to visit




v

For this trip ané for all of our future trips in the
China Sea, we 7 d a destroyer escort to pre-
‘mines, We had no radar on
: to pick up mines at
' rad Whe they found any at

‘we do not but we did see several
Sad Siver sirine s 5 Sebiss, he mine
d firin e mine
red flash and a cloud of white
mines would explode when hit and

ships as we ap-

00 River and, as we as-
ial, the number of junks
was quite crowd-
» being sculled

our path in time

- For tely the boat
along the side or the
The whistles of the

i
i

L gieq |
f
?.

came along-

and USS ROCKY MOUNT had preceded
that afternoon, the Senior Medical

Officer on Commodore Owen on the Rocky Mount.
Commodore Owen said that it was to use the REFUGE
for evacuation or of war and internees to Okin-

awa or Menila for the next month or two and that it was
ted that we would Gr‘ for the States about the
« He also d that he had arranged

mi
for a Chinese doctors to visit the ship the
rouomm

- 92 -



£, the Senior Medical

Ofticer 8 of the Army Prisoner of
War ed that there were no POWs
in _there were three or four

: - who were being cleared by
Wwacuation to the States. They
'ing people down to the ship a few at
a time as by the consul, but the Sen-
informed them that he would not
. dnt . uti:l. he had a list of

» age, sex, and

. ormation was ab-
Xy T %o meke an assigmment of
_ w for men and for women

men end for women, The Army officers
: . mean a lot of work for them,
x in on having the list of evac-
t busy and during the next few days
of the oivilian internees.

Commodore Owen brought aboard a
dootors accompanied by about
_ &mm..mo?uotod these
i n the Ward-
room where we sat h- u icecreanm, tu. coffee and
ne of : “2 bhad done
ol 927 with Dr.
. g t in the “”1“ pen-
88 since the
) w:-um him to return
Rebwtrisian from Jobne
and cian from Johns
nt medical literature on pen-
_ oﬁ interest, and to give Dr.
| on Mt -ho 8s.

' ’_' cooperated op:l.o dly, his
o the oredit of the hospital end to
) can relations.

‘and Senior Mediocal Ofrficer
dm Monday nigh* by the

i-



pital ship to visit

e on, we entertained the

“and femilies aboard the

. hospital and with the usual
Wardroom

L]

shore desired to set up a disp-
3 ﬁoﬂt Opouth,:znu :Et
e f. © - mu. m
e, we were called on g put
‘be used in setting up a
' : for the Med-

iponents ch arrived at Manila
t. ortunately we had sufficlent spare
nts to ® up the most necessary items
of 56 and sent ashore a good surgiocal opera-
' the dispensary. It wes planned to set
nsary in & building, so the Marine Corps
2 -y “ ‘1.! '. hop. t .t

re ne
s field ho ,q"._' better use than the one

d the wards to
, s 51 and 32 were
mitories and 1 26 : male sick ward:
wards x were , dormitories and ward
S e e T e epawepayohiatric st
_ } was ! neurops atric pat-
The remaining wards in the Poop-Deck house were
sted persons being returned to the States

we put ashore at Lej

] ‘ ngs, there
und

8ting , ed city was
a lot of shopping We would
day b6 sonsul m.h::db{ﬁup
- passed on everyone wan 0 re-
turn to_the States, the Army evacuation officers brought

Using the list of evacuees, each person was assigned
on e was well or sick, all

V4



males over 10 m be nnuna tc the male
dormitories, : and boyes under 10

years of aje to female dormitories.
Embarkation of tl. internees began Wednesday
afvernoon m « Each person was checked
by a re tho comsul in the ocustoms shed

on the dnck and then given a ticket to the ward to
which he was assigned. Hospital corpsmen guided the
evacuess to their wards and a perfectly enormous
amount of bw. trunks and cases was stowed in the

! 27 September, wo cast off
at Shanghai and dropped down the
for awa with a Mwmuﬁl&min—
ternees of whom 66 were on the sick list, 52 Navy en-
listed men returning to the States on 'points’', 32
twenty differ-

Over
ent nationali ‘were represented among the olvilian
ﬁﬂhﬂ women and 46 were children

claimed that they had been assured of first class pass-
{nm others that they would

MZOM - ﬂm;m nﬂc
grieved to learn ships had no bars an 80
that they would _eafeteris style. But be-
= | Jﬁ.::"- =
0 | s each
icia the evac-
. n with songs

tent ana sup-

died on 1 October.
ted without

er Bay, Okin-
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Lieutenant F. A. lutr orted for duty
as relief for Lieut., J. P. Hass %
tached on 4 October.

who was de-

:
g
:

jhe men were to be sent to a different

not refleot

:rod.& rotu'o. B:ont the
ollowing me _ 8@
Okinewa: * Refer your 020435. d by RE-
FUGE are paying passen who have paid passage to U.S.
lude 16 and 46 N aonral
‘women 0

of age. Sick males include 3 mental, itter and al
bulatory oast ﬁmm1utu.411t-
e l« Three of cases are critic-

: - > m on ado uacy
of facilitlies. gh to avoid serious reflection uzin-t

::H.:‘ w M oivilian passengers. Senior

Aotion ‘m ll that we received orders that
afternoon to transfer the to the new hospital
ship USS _ m The remainder of the
afternoon and a

nig: was spent in
e e et o s
hold 5 teo ' preparation for unloading

the next day. hm S October, we transferred
all of the eivilian internees - and ten invy patients to
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the Sanct ~ whie., departed that afternoon for Guenm
and the States. We were glad to be rid of the civ-
ilians 18 y something of a problem aboard ship
and were glad that they had been put aboard another
ship of being sent ashore. Five days later
the worst of the year hit Okinawa, blowing
down nearly all tents on the island, injuring many and
killing several people, When we heard of the typhoon,
felt that the hand of Providence had been over

we
those m,w them from being putashore and
eir way home.

on th
next day we sent asiore the 52 'point' men
oined us

The
who had J : at Shanghal, together with 39 hosp-
ital corpsmen and about 50 of the ship's crew who had
uo'ﬁ 8 to return to the States. That completed
our ies in Okinawa and on Friday, 5 October, we de-
m‘ for Teingtap, China, where we arrived on the

« \hen we were two days from Tsing*ao we met a
British crulser clreling a mine in a rough sea, trying
to sink it, and soon our DE sighted another mine and
sank it, L arriv at we found the battle-
crulser USS ALASKA with several destroyers at anchor

in the next morning a fleet of trans-
ﬁ@“ came in with the ine Occupation Forces. Again,
ld%‘ planes ecircled over the bay and city as
thoi at Jinsen, while landing oraft carried the
s ashore. !L occupation was without incident,
and on the l2th the tnnn‘r:: went inside the break-

water and tied E at the greatly facilitating the
armament a.d supplies.

at s four doctora reporved
« LuH, land (IJ) m, as re-
Jones (MC) USNR, Chief of X-Ray

s N mhn (MC) USNR, as relief for
11 ) USNR, Urologist; Lieut.
Assistant 5rthopo ie Surgeon;
(MC) USNR, As Assistant Surgeon.
i

© was that the city was oo-
the surrounding country was
the Chinese communist army. The

-’?—
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‘ . O had forbidden the Japs to
surrender to , and so the Marines were

seut in to acoe ;ﬁmued’mhplmu
hold the oit 1l the Central Govermmeut forces
could take .

e Zive days which gave every-

‘once or twice. But after
)y were ted in Tsing-

tao g much to m nothing
t to ride the rickshaws
0!&1 is built on a pen-

nthc an excell-
the Germens, the

h; tu' unru miles.

an _-x;:uhumtotho

i.l. mﬂ&y (l.l:)

-"r L ’-:""
Four m#% at Okinawa we hed radio-
ed our time of % t we were to piok up

ients and RAMPS ( .+ oalled) for the 8 t.u.
Not having . h : , the beach, the Commanding
OfTioer and the Senior Medical Officer went ashore and
rode some ‘ 'y to report our
errival, routing instructions to Guam and to find
out from , Ll Officer how many patients they
e e e chathir'. Sotes 1) URRy tnforse e

cer, ‘ B ol AR [+} us
that he was llm 11l me ' uuvluu on the is-
land to have their patients for evacustion to the States
down &t the dook at 0900 the next morning, Monday.
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| Ceres out to the REFUGE
‘accompany the Island Commander on an in-
spection Lour an 1. 3 o. out.
'3 the Commanding Offiocer
'were invited to luncheon on
: mn opportunity to
- our old I'r Captain L. R.
the Senlor Medi Medioal Officer, and to
! ~ :qsm ships, the first we had
. particularly pleased to see
: pendations for improvement in
0. ships had been incorporated
' new ships, Commander
- tho Inimr of the HAVEN-class
& great deal of credit for his

l.i.l porlomul of the staff
: Cuneo (MC) USKNR re rt-
} mr H. C. nes

Connell (MC) USNR boing

104 patients from Okin-

, on the way down we were
MM the morni -
breakfast harbor o
3‘- m m we tl.zd

w F. L.
ln €. C.

to take
totl.l of

‘Mbun
taken on a

¥+ Ther were sufficient pat-
; . we were cleared for the
to go to Guam as our original

At m. Lt. Comdr. F. H. Crosby (MC) USNR re-
90 -
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ported aboard for duty as relief of Lieut. J. B. -
ains (MC) USN. .’ ’ - > T

At 1655, the last line was hauled in from the dcck
and we : for Sen Francisco, On clearing the

us in the water. Everyone
was very happy on way to the States once

ar seaman 8,0 received sec-
degre: fire burns of both arms
irunk down to the top of his trousers. This
patient went 8 re acidosis but responded to
¢ . and glucose., He was
but will require some skin

on W the Paeific, we brought
back the P 8, classified aoccording to the
prineipal die -
: Army Navy
Surgical: Abscesses 4
i, S
Burns ll.: :
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0or88Ba

the States a-

the city's
ng music
with people
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at_ Pier 7, San Francisco,
)f evacuees carried by the

_ rru the ship,
ne _io resume their
ed to new duties. For
8t interesting and use-
ing of new endeavors.

i _ o e

C.R.

; WILCOX
Captain. (MC) USN
Senior Medical Officer
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