hoard the USS HAVEE

Mission to Nagssaki J WY \,/

By Lieut. Helen F. Croble (NC) USk dgf
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The USE Heven srrived on its erranc of Larc“ al Kagngexdi, Jhuu.’
Island of Xyushu, on 11 September 1945. Its rission was 1o srocess énd
M » i Z
mediecally sereen zllied .risoners of war; to expedite hosritelization of
thoee urgently ir reed of such care; to serect for temporsry hospit
gtudy or treatment tnose cases which requirad dlagnostic siudy or sup-

zortive or corrective therapy before furtaer evacu: tion by trumeport

ship; «hd to screen out thouse who were free of infection or contazious

e

iseese and were well enough to be evecusied imre ediately by trunsvort.
A "field hospitzl®, consisting of thée lesst demaged buildings
in the ares, wae set up on the concrete quay & lenmsl e which the Haven
wag moored, anc Jshgs of Jar -&nese Y&bore“u were set to work clearing the
ares ol renk filth and wreckoge,
the POWs arrived, sy boats, trains, wnd arbulances, huving
been sought cut and routed there by’ our Nevy medicel wission whieh '\\

3

hea gone in shesd, the stretcher cases were divested of their clothing,

-

idven bed bsths, and sprayed thorsughly with £4DuTey then routed (irect-
ly to & designuted bed on the hospitel shii. Heny of these stretcher
casés were living ckeletons, some hoving one or both eq& miseing.

A1 the srisoners who could welk went down lines where general heelth
date wee obtéined by the nureges .nd then they were exwurined and

screened by ithe doeitors. OF 81l the PO, 64% were infested with

body lice, 75% huc lost il to 50 »ounts in weicnit, wnu meny had lost
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80 to 100 pounds. Beri-verd wazs ihe wmostl coumon digorcer, .nu respirstory

-

infections, chiefly T.z., were next, DLeruatitie In verious forms wnd other

gkin alsorders were frequent., Uysentery, iAscerdacis, z2nd aooaworm were

cumon, shd there vere severa:. ceses of scvere burn, some of which were
aue to tne stom boob.

Tne ypetients loliowee ltarough on o get rouline. There wos on en-
sec uressing cres muere clothes were LAhc“Ame;, rext the udelousing arec

wnere the petisznts were g reyea with D.DLT. bDp teuns of corpsuen, then &

seyreening

wiicel

G by vedlewnd oiiicers.
jere issued new clothing in wnother srew, which ithey

denned in & {inel cressing @oeo belores being given Iresh douphnuie

creas, ssndwlches, wna coffee. EKot heving seen food such as this for 3z
! 4. : T _ .
vears, tie petlents redl joy over it wee cinelic to ses. As o fingl
stege of the Lumeciate processing, they were airected to the wostitsl ship
or to walting trensports, cepending oo their curdiilon,
The dietary sroblex ciowrd the nespit.l ship wes 0 bi, one. Tood

ves the first tsu_iorereﬁt thougat in the minds of these wen, und it was
difficult to convince them thet frequent smell feedings of = nizh :rotienm,

hipgh cerbshydretes viet wes Indicsted, r-ther than 3 hmge xesls & dey,’
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Hursse and corg

sen Qed to wate: to see thnet Lhe men dld not come bocek
Lngs, or that they ala nut toxe six slicez of
bress at o time., Prtients who hac salsen ex
by jlanes «i the camps after V-J Day devslo;

of immuirea scter bolence, aue to Vitenmin Bl

esuses, wnd the suaden incressed woounts ol food and selt led to guick

sni nsseive edenc.




soners were Luten, custrelien, anc Britigh, with

5 svwor, ) e .y -~ R B can
& smell cercente s of i

With the Dutcs, we hed grest Gifficulty

uncerstending esch other, cng naw. w0 ressrt to is

L s Digysciwia g g e W e o U SRS R U S B 35 I T S ,
Trne Hed Cross Supeeaded e Jatients wibh conveliescent its con-

; sisting of canuy, el UDULZINBE, SUL, af. wesh
b5 oearoon sliprers. Tuey
; anc olasr tae cents entertainment,
: 4 few diys loter we weére o nove on vpportunity to visit one of the

ri Bl DEEL GelGe B8 LrTived taeré -

TABOLST 01 WErX cmir & A1 walch tue

Usuts - ciber o very tryin,

30 miies by szter. By roil, howsver, we had to 2 north Jirst end then

ed ol every st tion, Even o

sice wes intercstlng, the nouses wid relliroscs all
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with the Jepan he Laegnle
through the stations,

A very nice club near the prison cam; st which we slayed ana wnich
oree belonged to the Gufron Watsui Pecrily e been tacen SVEr &8 esde

8 .

varters for the Awericun silitury soveris Tne

11l st toe

mine owners .ud evicently nad livec ver =

The zilitery government conlrsl set v nere over the

<

Jercnege is strict sna fair,

S8 BDENT & DRy SnRd Inlorsative s owell oo oo aenrtoressing way at




:in a strange ﬁorld. - However, 1t 15 also & nevar—ending niracle ho
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food, they are s6 hungry ior uewsz of th%,étatea tact it 1z patiastic.  Telve

been celugea with gquestions sbout : orts, tne .ovies, .ome, [row &1l sides

Just toc be able to telx with fo.eone from the §t;tas gives tuem & nuge

thrill,

he vent back to cur nosritel shi,, 80 ciewuh «nu sercne in eontrezt to the

debris ol tune cocuntry about, that 811 we could do wes v.ice the fervent

nope tput civilization would not forget wwgzin.




